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Water, Water Everywhere!                             
 

 

Key words 

Rivers Topic Words –  mouth, source, waterfall, Oxbow Lake, meander, human, physical, bridge 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Read and discuss an increasing range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
       reference books or textbooks 

• Read books that are structured for a range of purposes 

• Read poems aloud and consider how they may be best performed 

• Begin to learn a wider range of poetry by heart 

• Increase familiarity with texts, including myths, legends and traditional stories, 
       modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other 
       cultures/traditions 

• Begin to recommend books that they have read to their peers giving reasons 
      for their choices 

• Check that a text makes sense to them, asking questions to improve their  
understanding 

• Explore the meaning of words in context 

• Draw inferences from texts 

• Make predictions based on events in a text 

• Summarise the main ideas contained in a text 

During the Spring Term, children will continue to study a wide 
range of texts and genres. Regular reading comprehension 
sessions will continue to focus on the skills of the Pawsome 
Gang. We will continue to build on the skills already taught – 
specifically focusing on increasing their inference and 
summarising skills. Non-fiction texts will be linked to the 
Rivers and Forces topics allowing for links to be made across 
the curriculum. Children will also study The Suitcase Kid by 
Jacqueline Wilson, completing a range of reading activities 
based on this story. They will also draw comparisons with 
other texts and begin to work on finding similarities and 
differences between them. Throughout the term, the children 
will complete timed activities to improve their pace and test 
technique. Specific focus on answering different question 
types will begin to improve their test technique. 
 
 
 

 



Writing: 
Writing genres will include: 
Persuasive writing 
Non chronological reports 
Recounts (diary entries/letters) 
Narrative – Storytelling unit 
Play Scripts  
Explanation 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• Identify the audience for and purpose of the writing 

• Note and develop initial ideas 

• Consider how authors have developed characters 

• Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary 

• Describe setting, characters and atmosphere integrating dialogue 

• Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. Use 
fronted adverbials to link paragraphs 

• Use organisational/presentational devices to structure text to guide the reader 

• Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. Use 
modal verbs; use brackets to indicate parenthesis 

• Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that in the 
middles of sentences 

• Use commas to indicate parenthesis evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ writing; use organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 

• Use a range of sub-ordinate and co-ordinating conjunctions 

• Proof read for spelling and punctuation errors 
Spelling 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• Learn prefixes and suffixes 

• Use a dictionary/thesaurus 

• Learn words from Year 5/6 spelling list 
 

Handwriting 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. 

Writing   
Children will start the term by writing persuasive speeches 
linked to water pollution. They will then perform these to the 
rest of the class as part of the Speaking and Listening 
objectives of the Reading curriculum. Next, the children will 
look at the features of a non-chronological report and write a 
report based on the physical and human features of the River 
Tees. They will then conduct research and write a non-
chronological report independently about a river of their 
choice (e.g. the Nile/Amazon). The children will use story 
telling techniques to learn the story, The Fearsome Giant.  
They will create story maps to help them re-tell the story. 
They will then innovate the story and write their own version.  
In the second half of the term, the children’s writing will be 
based on ‘The Suitcase Kid’. They will write a persuasive 
advert selling Mulberry Cottage. After that, they will then 
look at the features of a play script and re-write a chapter of 
the book in the form of a scene of a play. Finally, the children 
will write an explanation text using the stimulus of Life Cycles 
from the Science topic.  
 
Grammar 
Throughout the term, the children will continue to explore 
grammar from Appendix 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
Spelling  
Children will continue to work through Spelling Shed activities 
and word lists as well as revising all common exception words 
from Year 1-5. 
 
Handwriting  
Regular handwriting practice and in class intervention where 
needed.  



 

 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
Working Scientifically  
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer question 
including recognising and controlling variables where necessary  

• Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy 
and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate  

• Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs  

• Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests  

• Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships 
and explanations of and a degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as 
displays and other presentations  

• Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or 
arguments  

 
Forces (Continued from Autumn Term) 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity 
acting between the Earth and the falling object 

• Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between 
moving surfaces 

• Recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller 
force to have a greater effect 

 
Living Things and their Habitats 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a 
bird 

• Describe the life processes of reproduction in some plants and animals 

• Scientist studied:  Jane Goodall 
 

Sound – Objectives not taught last year due to Covid 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating 

Forces 
Children will explore a range of forces through hands on 
experiments focusing on: gravity, friction, water resistance and 
air resistance. Also, they will investigate the effect of pulleys 
and levers.  
 
Living Things and their Habitats 
Children will explore plants by looking at parts of a flower and 
plant; the life cycle of a plant including photosynthesis; and 
looking at how different plants are adapted to their habitats, 
e.g. a cactus, pine trees etc. They will also have the 
opportunity to cultivate and grow vegetables. Children will 
learn about the life cycles of different animals (mammal, 
amphibian, bird and insect). They will explore how these 
animals are adapted, so that they can thrive in their specific 
environments.  
 
Sound  
Children will partake in a sound walk around the school premises, 
cataloguing sounds they hear before identifying how they are 
made. They will then complete the ‘Vibration Stations’ 
investigation from Nikki Waller which will demonstrate that 
sounds travel through a medium to the ear. Children will explore 
pitch by making their own straw pan pipes, experimenting with 
length and the effect on pitch. Children will complete an 
investigation on a musical instrument, investigating how to make 
sounds louder and quieter and the effect on the vibrations before 
recording their findings using a data logger to accurately measure 
the change in volume. Finally, children will use a baby monitor to 
investigate what happens to sound as the distance increases 
between the sound source.  



• Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear 

• Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it 

• Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that 

produced it 

• Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Working Scientifically: Precision, method, repeat comparative, causal relationship, 
explanation, support, refute, variables, pattern, scatter graph, line graph, bar graph, 
classification key, degree of trust 

Forces: Force, gravity, up thrust, Earth, air resistance, water resistance, buoyancy, friction, 

mechanisms, simple machines, levers, pulleys, gears 

Living things and their habitats: Life cycle, germination, growth, reproduce, mammal, 

adapted, gestation, puberty sexual, sperm, fertilises,  amphibian, insect, bird, fish, reptile, egg, 

live young, metamorphosis, asexual, plantlets, photosynthesis 

Sound: Sound, source, vibrate, vibration, medium, travel, pitch (high, low), volume, faint, loud, 

insulation, string, percussion, woodwind, brass 
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 Geography  – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Rivers 
Map and Field Work 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate rivers 

• To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs and digital technologies 

 
Physical Geography 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Extend their knowledge and understanding of the world beyond the local area, 
including the world’s most significant physical features 

• Describe and understand key aspects of rivers, including the water cycle 

Children will begin by defining human and physical features. 
They will then use this knowledge to identify and explain the 
physical features of a river before moving on to the human 
features. They will name and locate rivers in the UK and 
around the world. They will plot them on various maps and 
evaluate why towns may be located near rivers. Also, 
children will consider the part a river plays in the water 
cycle. Pupils will explore waterfalls and consider how they 
contribute to erosion and transportation. Throughout the 
topic, the children will link their learning to their local area 
and the River Tees. They will then compare their local area 
to other rivers around the globe (link to English).   
 
Fieldwork Trip – Teesmouth Field Centre  
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Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Bridges 
Pupils should be taught to: 
Design 

• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, 
products that are fit for purpose.  

Make 

• Select tools, materials and  components 
Evaluate 

• Investigate and analyse a range of existing products  

• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work.  

• Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped 
shape the world. 

Technical Knowledge 

• Build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable. 

• Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 

structures. 

Children will begin by exploring different examples of bridges 
from around the world, considering how they are built and 
their design features. They will then explore different ways of 
reinforcing a bridge using art straws to make different joins, so 
that they can test for sturdiness. Children will decide which 
joins are the best for building a bridge before designing and 
making their own models. Finally, they will evaluate how 
effective their choices were, thinking about what was 
successful and what they would change next time.  

 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Landscapes and Seascapes – Cezanne 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas 

• Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing and painting 
using pencils and paint 

• Appreciate the work of great artists 
    
 

 

Children will explore artwork produced by Cezanne, in 
particular the style, tone and method before using 
different art materials to reproduce sections of his 
work. They will then apply this to an independent sketch 
of a local landscape/seascape (linked to Rivers topic).  
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Handling Data 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• Collect, analyse, evaluate and present data and information using a variety of software 
and programs to accomplish a given goal (River statistics) 

 
Using Technology 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly 

• Recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour 

• Identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact 
 

Children will research different rivers with a specific focus 
on data such as length, volume, population etc. They will 
then present their findings in a range of different ways.  
 
 
Children will consider e-safety and how they can keep 
themselves safe online, producing a leaflet to teach others 
about online safety. They will then research different ways 
that online concerns can be reported.  

 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Singing – Year 5 performance 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using  their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

• Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with an increasing aural memory 

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music 

• Develop an  understanding of the history of music 
 

 All children will take part in the Year 5 performance, learning 
songs to perform to the school and parents.  
 
Charanga Music Scheme: “Stop”. This unit of work will be 
used as a stimulus to support the teaching of listening with 
attention and detail, so they have the ability to recall the 
music.  
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Dance 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

• Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal best 
 
 
 

 
Invasion Games – Tag Rugby 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination 

• Play competitive games, modified where appropriate 

• Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal best 

 

Dance 
The children will focus on learning, developing and performing a 
routine. They will match their movements to the beat of the music and 
practise and perform sequences of movements which improve their 
flexibility, strength and balance. They will work in small groups to 
develop and practise their own sequences of movements, evaluating 
their performances and gradually increase their control and technique. 
Finally, each group will perform their dance to their peers. 
 
Tag Rugby 
Children will continue to develop throwing and catching skills alongside 
travelling with the ball. They will work as a team and develop 
communication and tactical skills to help them play competitive games. 
At regular intervals throughout the sessions, the children will be 
encouraged to evaluate their skills and performance and those of others 
to help them develop further.   
 

 PSHCE - National Curriculum/Skills  Overview 
Mental Well Being  

• How can we talk about our emotions – and why is it important in working out 
their root cause?  

• Why is isolation and loneliness so damaging to our mental health  
 

People who help me  

• Who can I talk to for help and advice and where can I safely find extra info?   

• How do I know if someone is trustworthy?   

• Who can I talk to if I’m worried about someone’s mental health?   
 
Keeping Safe and looking after myself   

• What is the difference between a risk, hazard and danger?   

• What is peer pressure and how can I be strong against it?   

• How do I report abuse?   

The children will begin this unit of work by looking at what helpful and 
unhelpful worries are and the impact they have on our well-being. They will 
then discuss how they can manage stress and their anxiety over a worry. 
Finally, they will discuss prejudices relating to physical and mental health.  
 
In the next unit of work, the children will look at the concept of loneliness and 
how this relates to caring work that is carried out in the local community.  
 
The children will begin their next unit of work by looking at how they assess 
and manage risks and how they can keep themselves safe. This will involve 
work around their understanding of what not to share online and what content 
they can trust online. Finally, they will finish the topic by looking at the 
different ways they can report abuse.  
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 PSHCE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Life Cycles  

• Why does having a baby need a male and a female?   
• How does the baby develop?   

  
Bereavement  

• I understand the meaning of the word ‘grief’ and identify some emotions that people may 
feel when grieving.   

• I understand ways that we can remember people or animals who have died.   
• I can talk about things I can do for myself and for others when experiencing sadness.    
• I can name people who I can talk to when I am experiencing difficult emotions.  

 

The life cycles unit of work will be closely linked to the work 
carried out during the children’s Science lessons.  
 
 
The final unit of work the children will explore this term, will 
look closely at topics associated with bereavement. The 
children will be able to understand what the work ‘grief’ 
means and how this can impact on individuals. This will be 
explored through class discussion.  
 

 R.E. Curriculum  Overview 
Why do people travel to sacred places? 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Understand that different people travel to sacred places for pilgrimage for different 
reasons 

• Understand that Mecca is an especially sacred place for Muslims 

• Understand that the Qur’an tells Muslims that they should visit Mecca at least once in 
their life if they can raise the money to go 

• Understand there are many different places of pilgrimage 

• Make a presentation describing another type of pilgrimage people might make 
 
Easter – What happened at the Last Supper? 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Understand what happened at the Last Supper 

• Understand how Jesus prepared his friends for his death and show them how they could 
think about him frequently 

• Understand how Jesus showed his friends he was there to serve by washing their feet 
 
 

 

Children will consider the role of pilgrimage for practising 
Muslims and the importance it plays within their faith. They 
will demonstrate the importance of Mecca for Muslims and 
that the Qur’an tells Muslims they should visit at least once in 
their lifetime. Children will then explore the rituals and 
traditions Muslims take part in during the Hajj. They will also 
consider pilgrimage in other religion (e.g. Lourdes, The 
Wailing Wall, The River Ganges etc).  
 
 
Children will discuss the Last Supper, considering different 
accounts of this Biblical event. They will use storyboards to 
retell the story and explore its meaning. Children will think 
about the implications this has for Christians today.  
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British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
An acceptance of other cultures 
and beliefs through learning 
about religions 
An understanding of the 
importance of identifying and 
combating discrimination 
 
 

Discussions about the impact of 
pollution on the world’s rivers and seas 

 

Teesmouth Field Centre  
Cultivating and growing vegetables 
Year 5 Performance  

The Suitcase Kid 
Non-fiction texts about Rivers 

 
 

  

  

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and joining 
in 

• Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes 

• Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and 
respond to those of others 

• Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

• Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them when they 
are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

• Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French 

• Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

• Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
• Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

Children will use the Rigolo2 scheme of work, Units 3-4, and a 
range of songs, games and other activities during their French 
lessons in order to learn how to: 

• Ask politely for food items 

• Describe how to make a sandwich 

• Express opinions about food 

• Talk about healthy and unhealthy foods 

• Say places in town 

• Ask the way and giving directions 

• Say where you’re going 

• Give the time and say where you’re going 
 
Sing songs using Francais, Francais resource 


