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Key Words 

Oceans: environment, ocean, recycling, habitat, pollution, animal names, responsibility, choice.  
Language of time: long ago, past, present, before, after. 
History: government, Houses of Parliament, plot, treason, time line. 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading: 
Word Reading 
Ongoing Objectives linked to differentiated daily phonics. 
Children will: 

 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words. 

 Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or 

groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, 

alternative sounds for graphemes. 

 Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing 

GPCs that have been taught. 

 Read books aloud that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to 

work out words. 

 Reread books to build up their fluency and confidence in word 

reading. 

Autumn Objectives 

 Read the Y1 common exception words, noting unusual 

Reading: 

 Daily differentiated Read, Write, Inc. sessions. 

 Daily reading for pleasure session – discuss the stories and link them 
to their own experiences.  

 Daily common exception word recognition. 

 Revise the Pawsome Dog characters.  

 3x week fluency and individual reader sessions, reading simple 
sentences including common exception words and phonetically 
decodable words. 

 Introducing the concept of a sentence.  

 Twice a week oral comprehension sessions linked to fairy tales and 
traditional tales. Discussing the characteristics of these stories. 
Encouraging the children to join in with repeated refrains and 
predictable phrases.  

 Oral comprehension using non-fiction text, based on the theme 
“Under the sea”.  

 Pie Corbett / story telling – re-tell the Gingerbread Man. 

 Using the Pie Corbett actions and language to innovate and re-tell a 



correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur 
in the word. 

Comprehension 
Children will be taught the importance of understanding what they have read: 
Ongoing Objectives 

 Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already 

known.  

 Drawing on what they already know or on background information 

and vocabulary provided by the teacher. 

 Discussing the significance of the title and events. 

 Participating in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns 

and listening to what others say. 

 Explaining clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 

Autumn Term Objectives 

 Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems. 

 Becoming very familiar with fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their particular characteristics.  

 Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases. 

 Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by 
heart, (autumn & winter poems). 

traditional tale.  

 Listen to and learn autumn and winter poems, reciting autumn poems. 
 
Texts 
Non- Fiction texts on Sharks, Turtles, sea life, Autumn, Winter, Seasons.  
 
Fiction texts – “The Gingerbread Man” and other traditional tales. “Old Bear” 
Stories by Jane Hissey. 
Percy the Park Keeper stories by Nick Butterworth – “One Snowy Night”, “The 
Lost Acorns” and “After the Storm”. 
 

  



Writing: 

Children will: 
Spelling 

 Spell words containing each of the phonemes taught so far. 

 Name the letters of the alphabet in order. 

 Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that 
include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so 
far. 

Composition 
Write sentences by:  

 Saying out loud what they are going to write about. 

 Composing a sentence orally before writing it. 

 Discussing what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. 
 Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
Children will be taught to: 

 Leave spaces between words. 

 Use the personal pronoun ‘I’ and write it correctly. 

 Understand how words are combined to make sentences. 

 Introduce capital letters and full stops to start and end a sentence. 

 

Writing: 

 Daily differentiated Phonics. 

 Name the letters of the alphabet in order. 

 Fine motor activities, including cutting, threading, tracing. 

 Form the letters of the alphabet correctly following the “Twinkl” 
cursive handwriting scheme.   

 Write simple sentences dictated by the teacher using the graphemes 
and key words taught, including ‘I am…’, ‘I said…….’ sentences. 

 Provide opportunities for writing captions, sentences, lists, poems, 
stories, character descriptions, letters, non-fiction: recount and fact 
files. 

 Everybody Writes – Linked to Old Bear and Toys topic e.g. letters to 
Old Bear in the loft, invitations to a toys party.  

 Frequent modelled writing.  

 “The Room on the Broom”, by Julia Donaldson (Y1 Focus Author). 
Sequence and rewrite the story, descriptions of the dragon. 

 Link to Maths objectives on capacity – writing spells and practical use 
of measuring jugs and containers to make magic potions. 

 
  

  



Maths – National Curriculum / Skills (cross curricular links) 
 

Overview 

 Sorting. 

 Sequence events in chronological order using language (e.g. before 
and after, next, first, today, yesterday, tomorrow, morning, afternoon 
and evening). 

 Compare, describe and solve practical problems for: lengths and 
heights (e.g. long/short, longer/shorter). 

 Compare, describe and solve practical problems for mass and weight 
(e.g. heavier/lighter). 

 

 Sort autumn leaves by colour and shape. (Working scientifically link) 

 Sequence Percy the Park Keeper’s day linked to the story “After the 
Storm”. Use language of time; before, after, next, morning, afternoon, 
evening. 

 Sequence their own day and talk about it using the language of time. 

 Order the Gingerbread Man and the characters in the story by height. 
Find things that are taller and shorter than the Gingerbread Man. 

 In the bakery role play area make snakes that are longer and shorter. 

 Using the scales in the bakery role play area find things that are 
heavier and lighter than the Gingerbread man. 

Science – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Key vocabulary: 
Seasonal Changes: Weather (sunny, rainy, windy, snowy etc.), seasons (winter, summer, spring, autumn), sun, sunrise, sunset, day length. 

Materials: Object, material, wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, rock, brick, paper, fabric, elastic, foil, card/cardboard, rubber, wool, clay, hard, soft, stretchy, stiff, 
bendy, floppy, waterproof, absorbent, breaks/tears, rough, smooth, shiny, dull, see through, not see through. 

Ongoing Study: Seasonal Change 

 Observe changes across the four seasons. 

 Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how 

the day length varies. 

 

Materials 

 Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 

 Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water and rock. 

Seasonal Changes 

 Observe changes over time: Choose a tree in the school grounds as a 
class. Look at the main features of the tree. Identify the tree. Make 
an observational drawing/ take photographs of the tree (ICT link), 
(this will be repeated in each season).  

Autumn  

 Identify trees and leaves in the local area and school grounds while 
on an autumn walk. 

 Sort leaves, look closely at their features and classify them.  

 Study changes in day length at different points in the year. 

 Daily weather observations will be recorded by the class and the 



 Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday 

materials e.g. stretchy/stiff, hard/soft, rough/smooth, shiny/dull. 

 Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the 

basis of their simple physical properties. 

 

Plants 

 Identify and name a variety of common deciduous and evergreen 

trees.  

 

Working Scientifically: 

 Observe closely similarities and differences, using simple equipment. 

 Identifying and classifying. 

 Asking simple questions. 

 Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. 

 Gathering and recording data. 

 

data used to make simple graphs. Children will be asked about how 
the weather changes during the seasons.  

Autumn Homework Topic – use natural and found objects on an autumn 
walk to create a piece of art. 
Materials 
Nicky Waller “A Creative Approach to Teaching Science”. 

 Start with a huge bag of ‘treasure’ or recycling. Encourage the children 

to rummage for interesting items. Can they name the item, what do 

the children think the object is for and how does it work? Can the 

children identify the materials from which each object is made? Ask 

the children to think of ways of sorting the objects. This might be by 

function or by the properties.  

 Sorting and classifying. Have a sack of unwanted toys from ‘Santa’s 

workshop’, both old and new linking to the History topic. Have a 

variety made from different materials (see Nikki Waller book for 

examples). Ask the children to sort the toys in different ways before 

using the criteria of ‘objects made from the same material’. Ask the 

children to write labels to name these groups of materials. Talk about 

why these toys are made from these different materials. Discuss how 

there are different types of plastics, metals etc.  

  Guessing games. Play, “what is in the box?” Have an item hidden in 

the box. Encourage the children to ask questions to identify firstly 

what the object is and secondly what it is made out of.  

 Materials hunt. Children to hunt for different materials around the 

classroom. Each group to be given an envelope containing labels for: 

wood, plastic, glass etc. Include some blank labels so the children can 

find additional materials. Water must be included, so that children 

begin to understand that liquids are also materials. 



 

 Feely boards. Explore the properties of everyday materials. Link this to 

opposites e.g., hard/soft, shiny/dull, stretchy/stiff. Create feely boards 

where different properties can be displayed together. Discuss how 

some objects have more than one property. 

 Read “Sophie’s Picture”. Create textured collages. Challenge friends to 

close their eyes and feel the picture.  

 Waterproof/not waterproof.  Challenge the children to build a 
waterproof hedgehog house for Percy the Park keeper’s friend to 
hibernate in. Investigate which materials are waterproof. 

  



History – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Develop an awareness of the past using everyday historical terms.
 Know where the people and events they study belong on a 

chronological timeline.
 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 

periods.
 Ask and answer questions using stories and other sources.
 Understand some of the ways in which we can find out about the 

past.
 Learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past and events 

beyond living memory with national significance.

Toys  

 Exploring old toys and games, comparing them with modern 
toys.  

 Using books, the internet and artefacts to learn about the 
past.  

 Visit to Preston Park to find out about and make Victorian 
toys. 

Remembrance Day  

 Learning about the significance of Remembrance Day and 
how it is observed in the UK. Links to Art activity – printing 
poppies to create a picture.  

The Gunpowder Plot and Guy Fawkes / Bonfire Night. 

 Sequencing historical events of The Gunpowder Plot. 

 Exploring how Bonfire Night is celebrated and discussing 
familiar traditions (e.g. making a ‘Guy’ and viewing a 
fireworks display).  

 Making a simple timeline and placing Guy Fawkes and The 
Gunpowder Plot on it to show historical sequence of events. 

 Link to Art – Bonfire night pictures made by combining 
media, such as paint, chalks and collage materials. 

 

Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Design 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking. 

 Design a purposeful and functional product. 
Make 

 Select from a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks. 

 Select from and use a range of construction materials according to 

 Opportunities in Construction Area and Creative Areas of the 
classroom, linked to The Gingerbread Man, Old Bear and characters 
from other key texts. 

 Design a way to get Old Bear down from the attic and use materials 
to build their design.  

 Learning skills for joining materials in a range of ways, such as using 



characteristics. 
Evaluate 

 Evaluate their ideas.  
Technical Knowledge 
Build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable. 

treasury tags, split pins, glue and tape. Use scissors, hole-punches 
and other tools to make puppets with moving parts. 

 Look at the properties of materials and consider if they are 
appropriate for use. Links to Science – Materials. Give explanations 
about their findings during evaluations. 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Develop a wide range of art and design techniques using colour, 

shape, line, form and space. 

 Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop ideas, experiences and 

imagination. 

 Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products. 

 Taught about the work of other artists to make links to their own 

work. 

Experiment with line, space form and shading  

 Children do this by making black and white self-portraits using 
pencil, charcoal and chalk. Children will look in the mirror and 
practise observational drawings their own features and shading 
them appropriately. 

Observational drawings 

 Drawing the same tree on our school grounds, one per season 
(Science) 

 Children will use natural and found objects as a medium for 
sculpture. Artist study - Andy Goldsworthy.  

 Making sculptures and arrangements from items found on our 
Autumn Walk (Science Link)   

Mix colours and explore printing techniques.  

 Children will explore what happens when primary colours are 
mixed together, as well as the effects of adding black and white 
to create a variety of shades. Once this has been mastered, 
children will take inspiration from the changes of the seasons 
and the colours of found autumnal objects, to mix colours to 
match them. The shades created will then be used to make leaf 
prints and colours chosen for leaf rubbings.  

 Printing techniques will be explored further through making 
Remembrance Day poppies and open ended opportunities 
provided in the Creative Area. 



Mixing media  

 Bonfire Night Art made by using paint, chalk, collage and print 
to produce a piece of art with a Bonfire Night theme.  

Creative Area  

 Ongoing opportunities for responding imaginatively through 
painting, drawing, printing and collage based on key stories and 
characters for the term (e.g. Gingerbread Man). Children will 
paint pictures and draw detailed representations of people and 
objects based on what they have read (links to early reading 
comprehension work). 

Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Use technology and respectfully. 

 Recognise common use of information technology beyond school. 

 Use technology purposefully to create, organise and store, manipulate 

and retrieve data content. 

 Understand that strangers exist on line and in the real world – Post a 
photograph or send a message online to show how far it can travel.  

 ICT suite: Log onto a computer.  With support open a programme. 
Use the letter and number keys on a key board. Use the ENTER, 
DELETE and SPACE BAR keys. Word processing a piece of their own 
written work (name writing).  

 Click on an item to launch a website. Can identify devices that can be 
used to search the internet (KIDLE). 

 Science link – Take a photograph of a tree in the school grounds. Save 
the photographs in a named folder. Repeat this in each season. 
Retrieve the photographs at the end of the year.  

 Homework Topic – technology beyond school and in the home. 

 Use QR Codes and iPads to practise retrieving information and data 
on woodland animals (Linked to key text, “Percy the Park Keeper” 
and “One Snowy Night”). 

 
 



Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Use their voice expressively and creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes. 

 Play un-tuned instruments musically. 

 Listen with concentration to a range of music. 

 Experiment with sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 
 

 Action songs linked to History – Ring a Ring o’Roses, In and Out the 

Dusty Bluebells, Oranges and Lemons 

 Harvest songs – linked to RE and Science – Seasons ( e.g Cauliflowers 

Fluffy, Oats and Barley Grow, Harvest Samba) 

 Charanga Music Scheme – “Hey You” and “Rhythm in the way we 

walk and The Banana Rap”. Accompanying music with un-tuned 

percussion instruments. 

 Christmas performance – learning songs and actions from the chosen 

Christmas performance. 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing, 

catching and begin to apply these to a range of activities. 

 Master basic movements to develop control and coordination and 

begin to apply these skills to a range of activities. 

 

Multi- skills 

 Children will learn to give and follow instructions, negotiate space and 
move safely in a variety of different ways and play games 
incorporating these skills.  

 Learn and develop basic skills of throwing, catching, controlling a 
ball/beanbag/balloons/quoits, using hands and feet.  

 Develop individual skills when controlling an object and apply these to 
games. 

 Reaction games, relay races, changing speed and direction (e.g, Traffic 
Lights Game, Beans, Rats and Rabbits) 

 Learning to aim for a target – playing skittles, hoop targets and bean 
bags, passing to a partner.  

 Develop hand-eye coordination and learn to receive a ball/object 
when working with a partner. 



PSCHE– National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Relationships/ People Who Help Me 

Curriculum content is taught through the following key questions: 

 What do I like about my friend?  

 What does my friend like about me?  

 What can I do to make others feel happy?  

 Why shouldn't I tease other people?  

 Who can I ask if I need to know something?  

 Who can I go to if I am worried about something? 

Feelings and Attitudes 

 How can I show that I am a ‘good person’ and not just well 

behaved? 

 

Mental Health and Well-Being 

 How am I feeling? Do I know why?  

 Exploring why it is ok to have a range of emotions. 

 

Life Cycles 

 How much have I changed since I was a baby? (Linked to history) 

 

 

Resources used to teach PSHCE units include: 

 Jigsaw Scheme – Being me in World 

 Twinkl online resource – Feelings Monsters 

 Yasmin and Tom resource – Friendship High Five  

 Worksheet – Hand – Give Me Five Activity (name five people who can 
help  

 me, for example; mum, friend, teacher). 

 Sharing the text, “The Smeds and the Smoos”, by Julia Donaldson. 
 

 Starfish Thrower Story, Golden Rules.  

 Discussion separating behaviour from feelings. For example, It is okay 
to be angry, but it is not okay to hurt someone.  

 Discussing strategies for managing feelings and behaviour – Breathing 
activities, counting to ten, giving yourself time and a place to feel 
calm, do something fun. 

 Worry Jar Activity – worries go from your mind and into the jar. Now 
they are in the jar, we can talk about them. 

 Make a class worry jar that children can write a worry and put it in to 
be read by a trusted adult. 
 

 Bring in baby photographs and discuss changes. Sequence life stages –
Twinkl website activity. 

 
 
 
 

 



RE – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Who am I and why am I special? 

 To consider the question ‘Who am I?” and consider the uniqueness of 
each person in the community. 

   How and why do Christians celebrate Harvest? 

 To respond thoughtfully to the idea of God as Creator. 
  
   Why are gifts given at Christmas? 

 To know that Christmas is one of the most important festivals in the 
Christian year. 

 To demonstrate familiarity with some aspects of the life of Jesus. 

 To realise that Christians remember the birth of Jesus through 
Christian celebrations. 

 To respond to the Christmas story, making connections with religious 
values. 

 

Link to PSHE and Jigsaw – Being Me in My World. 

 Children will think about what makes them special and unique. 
Consider the ways that we are all different and equal. 

             Elmer the Elephant stories. 

 Harvest – sharing and community. Collections for local foodbank. 
Singing  

 Harvest songs.  

 Use of the Story of Creation from The Bible to introduce idea that 
Christians believe God to be the Creator of all things. 

 Visit to St.Cuthbert’s Church, Ormesby as part of Christmas 
celebrations. Share the First Christmas from The Bible.  Work based on 
how Christians celebrate Christmas, such as sharing, giving and 
receiving gifts (Jesus as a gift to the world, the gifts of the wise men).  

 

British Values Debate & Discussion 
Opportunities 

Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

 Appreciate that laws are made 
to keep individuals safe. 

 An acceptance that others are 
free to choose different 
faiths/beliefs and this is 
protected in law. 

 Oceans and our 
environment/ caring for 
the world. 

 Likes and dislikes / own 
opinions. 

 We are all different and all 
equal.  
 

 Preston Park. 

 Ormesby Woods. 

 Danby Moors Centre. 

 Visit from the Owl Centre. 

The Gingerbread Man. 

Traditional Tales. 

Old Bear. 

Percy the Park Keeper Stories. 

The Christmas Story. 

Elmer the Elephant. 

 

 


