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The Terrific Tudors   
 

 

Key words 

Tudor key words:  Henry VII, Richard III, Battle of Bosworth, War of the Roses, Lancaster, York, civil war. 
Henry VIII, divorced, beheaded, died, survived, wives, Pope, religion, Roman Catholic, Protestant. 
The Mary Rose, Spanish Armada, crime, punishment, Sir Frances Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh. 
The Plague – cure, doctor, fleas, illness, life expectancy, rats, remedy. 
Gunpowder Plot – Guy Fawkes, Parliament, revolt, traitor, treason, torture. 
History key words: AD, century, church, Christianity, chronology, continuity, court, explorer, heresy, interpretation, king, 
monarch, monarchy, monastery, nation, Parliament, perspective, primary evidence, queen and reign.  

 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading: 
Pupils will: 

 Read and discuss an increasing range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks. 

 Read books that are structured for a range of purposes. 

 Increase familiarity with texts, including myths, legends and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other 
cultures/traditions. 

 Check that a text makes sense to them, asking questions to improve their 
understanding. 

 Explore the meaning of words in context. 

 Draw inferences from a text. 

 Make predictions from what has happened in a text. 

 Summarise the main ideas from a text. 

During the Autumn Term, the children will continue to develop 
their reading skills using the Pawsome Gang approach. They 
will be encouraged to use the skills that they have been taught 
in previous years to; ensure what they have read makes sense; 
explore the meaning of vocabulary in the context of a given 
text; draw inferences from texts based on prior knowledge 
and what they have already read; make predictions based on 
what has already happened when reading fiction and 
summarise the main ideas of a piece of text. During Autumn 1, 
reading sessions will focus around the story “Gangsta Granny” 
by David Walliams, which children will study in detail. They will 
then move on to discuss a wider range of text types including 
non-fiction relating to their history topic “The Terrific Tudors”.  
 



Writing: 
Writing genres will include: Character descriptions, recount, biography, poetry, narrative 
(storytelling) 

Pupils will: 

 Identify the audience for and purpose of the writing. 

 Note and develop initial ideas.  

 Consider how authors have developed characters. 

 Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary. 

 Describe setting, characters and atmosphere integrating dialogue. 

 Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. Use 
fronted adverbials to link paragraphs. 

 Use organisational/presentational devices to structure text to guide the reader. 

 Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. Use 
modal verbs; use brackets to indicate parenthesis. 

 Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that in the 
middles of sentences. 

 Use commas to indicate parenthesis evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ writing; use organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader. 

 Use a range of sub-ordinate and co-ordinating conjunctions. 

 Proof read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spelling: 
Pupils will: 

 Learn prefixes and suffixes. 

 Use a dictionary/thesaurus. 

 Learn words from Year 5/6 spelling list. 
Handwriting: 

 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. 

Using the stimulus of ‘Gangsta Granny’ by David Walliams, the 

children will explore character descriptions and develop their 

skills in order to write their own based upon a new character. 

They will write diary entries from the point of view of Ben 

when he goes to visit Granny during different points in the 

story. They will explore biographies, their structure and 

purpose, before carrying out research about our class author 

David Walliams, writing biographies about his life.  

 

Using their topic work as a stimulus, children will look at one 

of Henry VIII’s palaces (Hampton Court), writing setting 

descriptions of the palace and writing a persuasive article to 

advertise the sale of Hampton Court Palace. They will also 

carry out research about the Mary Rose, using iPads and 

computers before producing non-chronological reports. 

Finally, they will use historical events as a stimulus to write 

newspaper articles e.g. about the Gunpowder Plot, or the 

Battle of Bosworth.  

 

Children will have the opportunity during the Autumn Term to 

write poetry linked to their Science and Topic work. The Story 

Telling Unit for the Autumn Term will be based around The 

Cobbler and the Dragon. Children will use this as a basis for 

writing their own stories with a similar structure.  

   

Children will take part in daily spelling sessions using a   

combination of resources from The Spelling Shed and Twinkl, 

using spelling patterns from the Year 5/6 curriculum.  

 
Handwriting practise will use the “Twinkl” cursive scheme. 



 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
  Work Scientifically by: 

 Plan different types of scientific enquiry to answer questions, controlling variables  

where necessary. 

 Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy. 

 Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams, tables 

and graphs. 

 Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests. 

 Report and present findings from enquiries.  

 Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or 

arguments. 

Electricity: 

 Associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and 
voltage of cells used in the circuit. 

 Compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches.  

 Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. 

Light: 

 Recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines. 

 Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are seen because 

they give out or reflect light into the eye. 

 Explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes by from 

light sources to objects and then to our eyes. 

 Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have the same 

shape as the objects that cast them.  
Key vocabulary: 
Working Scientifically: Precision, method, repeat comparative, causal relationship, 
explanation, support, refute, variables, pattern, scatter graph, line graph, bar graph, 
classification key, degree of trust 

Electricity: Circuit, complete circuit, circuit diagram, circuit symbol, cell, conductivity, voltage, 
volts, flow, amps, parallel, resistor  
Light: Straight lines, light rays, beam, block light, reflect, refract, travel,  
 
 

Electricity  
The children will be given electrical components and asked if 
they can make a simple circuit using; lamps, bulb holders, 
wires  and cells. Other components introduced should include; 
buzzers, motors and switches. They will then investigate 
whether the voltage of the cells has an impact on the 
brightness of the lamp or the loudness of the buzzer. 
Following this, they will use switches and learn that a circuit 
has to be complete to function. The correct scientific symbols 
will be taught and children will draw circuits using them. The 
children will explore series circuits and their uses.  Famous 
scientists associated with the invention of electricity will be 
studied and may include; Thomas Edison and Alessandro 
Volta. Different investigations could include; a spider circuits 
puzzle, a spoon and fork circuit and making a dimmer switch.  
Children will also make a Christmas lantern involving a circuit.  
 
 

  Light 
The children will look at the human eye and its different parts, 
labelling a diagram of the eye. Body works videos, or other 
relevant resources will be used to teach about the functions of 
the eye. They will explore different light sources and 
investigate how we see light and differentiate the colour 
spectrum. Using prisms and mirrors, they will identify that 
light is made up of the colours of the rainbow. Children may 
have the opportunity to make a colour spinner to show how 
the colours of the rainbow merge, so that they can’t be seen 
individually. Finally, children will explore shadows, how they 
are made and investigate how they may change and why.  
 

 



 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 

The Tudors and Stuarts 
Pupils should learn about: 

 The history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative. 

 To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

 To understand methods of historical enquiry. 

 To gain historical perspective. 
 

Pupils should learn about: 

 A theme in British History that extend pupils knowledge beyond 1066.



The children will have the opportunity to learn about life in 
Tudor England including homes, clothes and food, comparing 
it to life in modern Britain. They will learn about different 
Tudor monarchs and the significance of the reigns. This will 
include investigations into important historical events such 
as; the Battle of Bosworth Field and Henry VIII’s wives. Henry 
VIII’s reign will be linked to their Religious Education and 
children will discover the impact of his reign on religious 
practice. 
 
The children will study the Gunpowder Plot and continue to 
compare with modern times taking into consideration 
politics, parliament and punishments. They will also explore 
how illnesses were diagnosed and learn about the Plague. 
They will research how it was treated, how and why diseases 
spread and how this impacted on life expectancy.  
 
Children will have the opportunity to also learn about 
Sir Francis Drake and the Spanish Armada, linking to 
Geography.  



Design Technology – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Terrific Tudor Houses/3D Lantern 
Design: 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas. 
 Make: 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
accurately. 

 Select from and use a wider range of materials and components according to their 
functional and aesthetic qualities. 

Evaluate: 

 Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work. 

Technical Knowledge 

 Understand and use electrical systems in their products. 

 Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 
structures. 

During this topic, the children will design and make a 
Tudor house. They will begin by researching what 
houses were like in Tudor times and use this to make a 
3D model of a Tudor home using scrap/recyclable 
materials.  
 
Finally, the children will make a 3D Christmas lantern 
using what they have learnt in Science to construct a 
circuit that includes a switch.  

 
   

 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Pupils will: 

 Produce creative work. 

 Become proficient in drawing. 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works. 

 Improve their mastery of art techniques. 

 Know about great artists in history. 
  

For this unit of work, the children will look at the work 
of Holbein and his portraiture of Henry VIII as a 
stimulus for their own art work. They will use portraits 
of Tudor kings and queens to produce their own 
portrait using chalks. 
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Understanding Technology/ Talking safely online. 

Pupils will: 

 Understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple 

services and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration. 

 Use search technologies effectively. 

 Select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of digital devices. 

 Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly. 

 Recognise acceptable and unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 

concerns about content and contact. 

Lessons will focus on using technology safely, particularly 
social media and how to deal with any issues appropriately.  
I.T. will be used to support learning in other subjects such 
as; researching historical information through safe search 
engines, using graphics programs and making PowerPoint 

presentations. 

 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
  Pupils will: 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical         

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes. 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with an increasing aural memory. 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Charanga units: “Happy” and “Classroom Jazz 2”. 
 
The children will also be presented with opportunities 
to sing at Harvest Festival, Christmas performance and 
the Carol concert in St Cuthbert’s Church.   

   

 Guitar tuition from Tees Valley Music Service will also be 

provided for the children in the Autumn Term.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Education – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Pupils will:  

 To communicate, collaborate and compete with peers. 

 Develop an understanding of how to improve in different physical activities. 

 Learn how to evaluate and recognise personal success. 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. 

 Play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic principles  

 suitable for attacking and defending. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement 

 to achieve their personal best. 
     Outdoor and adventurous activity: 

 To take part in outdoor and adventurous activity that provides challenge for both individuals 

and pupils in a team. 

Invasion Games – Netball and Basketball: 
Basketball coaching from outside sport provider.  
 
 
 
 

Outdoor and Adventurous activities are provided through 
residential at Robinwood.  Visit to Robinwood Centre where 
children take part in orienteering, archery, climbing, caving, 
canoeing and zip wires.  

R.E. - Curriculum Overview 
Why is Buddha important for Buddhists? How do Buddhist beliefs affect how Buddhists live? 

 To identify key events in the life of the Buddha and to understand why the life of the 
Buddha is important for Buddhists. 

 To understand the significance of the Buddhist shrine and how Buddhists can worship at 
home. To explore how Theravadin Buddhists express their faith and the concept of 
community in the Buddhist tradition and beyond. 

  What do the gospels tell us about the birth of Jesus? 

 To have a clear understanding of the story of Christmas and understand why it is 
significant to Christians.  To compare and contrast the Gospel stories of Christmas from 
Matthew and Luke. To begin to understand why there are differences and the 
implications of this for Christmas.  

Children will learn about the life of Buddha and his 
significance for Buddhists today, taking in consideration the 
way that Buddhists worship.  
 
At Christmas time, children will discuss the importance of 
the story of the birth of Jesus to Christians and explore a 
range of Christmas traditions.  
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 PSHE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Living in Our World  

 How and why do some people borrow money and is it a good idea?   

 Why does the UK give so much in overseas aid? What does this say about the UK?  

 How and why does the media promote its own sense of reality?  

 Why and how are there rules and laws that protect us and others are made and 
enforced 

 Why are different rules needed in different situations and how can we take part in 
making and changing rules? 

Relationships  

 What makes a relationship happy or unhappy?  

 Why do relationships change during adolescence?  

 How can I cope with changing relationships with my family and friends? 

 Why do people get married or have a civil partnership? 

 What can I do about family and friendship break-up? 

 Should everyone have a boyfriend or girlfriend at my age? 

 At what age is it legal to have sex?  

 At what age is it legal to get married/ or have a civil partnership? 

 What does it mean to be gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender? 
 What is acceptable touching and behaviour amongst my peers?  

The children will begin this unit of work through a role play 
activity related to borrowing money. This will then lead onto a 
whole class discussion about borrowing money. Next, the 
children will research the countries the UK helps and why. The 
children will then carry out an evaluation of the media’s reality 
– what is real or not? and they will explore ‘Fake’ news linked to 
Cyber safety. 
In the next unit of work, the children will begin by exploring the 
relationships of the main characters in our class novel. This will 
then lead to an investigation into different family relationships 
and how we can cope when relationships with family and 
friends change.  Next, the children will carry out interview style 
investigations with people who are married and civil 
partnerships in order to compare and contrast the differences. 
The children will then discuss their role in a family and/or 
friendship break up. Finally, the children will learn about the 
legal age limits for them to have sex and they will join in with 
discussions around sexual orientation. Finally, using the NSPCC 
‘Pants’ initiative and ‘Growing up with Yasmin and Tom’ the 
children will explore what is acceptable touching behaviour 
amongst their peers.  

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and respond to 

those of others. 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

 Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 

 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 Describe people, places, things and actions orally. 
  

 

Using “Rigalo 2”, Units 7 and 8 to teach the French language    
Pupils should be taught: 

 To ask and talk about regular activities people may do on a 
weekend in French. 

 To talk about activities they like/dislike doing in spare time. 

 To ask and say what other people do on their weekends. 

 To learn French words for clothes and how to ask how 
much clothes cost in shops. 
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British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
 Mutual respect - An 

acceptance that other 

people are free to 

choose different 

faiths/beliefs and that 

this is protected in law.  

 Understand how 
democracy and having a 
voice benefits the school 
community – School 
Council Elections. 

 What makes us different and that 
differences should be celebrated 

 What is bullying? 

 Recognising that we have 
different religious beliefs.    

Ryedale Museum 

Into Film Festival 

Buddhist temple visit 

Robinwood Outdoor Centre 

Non-fiction texts related to topic 

work/science topics. 

Tudor Tales by Terry Deary: The Thief, the 

Fool and the Big Fat King/The Prince, the 

Cook and the Cunning King. 

King Henry VIII’s Shoes by Karen Wallace. 

The Prince and the Pauper by Classic 

Starts. 

Gangsta Granny by David Walliams. 

The Cobbler and the Dragon by Pie 

Corbett. 
  

  

 


