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English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading: 
Children will: 

 Read and discuss an increasing range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks. 

 Read books that are structured for a range of purposes. 

 Read poems aloud and consider how they may be best performed. 

 Begin to learn a wider range of poetry by heart. 

 Increase familiarity with texts, including myths, legends and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other    
cultures/traditions. 

 Begin to recommend books that they have read to their peers giving reasons for 
their choices. 

 Check that a text makes sense to them, asking questions to improve their 
understanding. 

 Explore the meaning of words in context. 

 Draw inferences from texts. 

 Make predictions based on events in a text. 

 Summarise the main ideas contained in a text. 

Regular reading comprehensions will continue to develop the 
Pawsome Gang reading skills covered in previous years. The 
children will be encouraged to use and develop the skills that 
they have been taught in previous years. This will allow them to 
understand what they have read, explore the meaning of an 
ever-increasing vocabulary in a variety of contexts, investigate 
and explore inferences from texts, make informed predictions 
based on what has already happened when reading fiction, and 
summarise increasingly larger sections of texts. Children will 
begin by exploring non-fiction texts linked to their History topic 
before reading many Ancient Greek myths. The children will use 
60 second reads to develop their pace and accuracy when 
answering comprehension questions.  
This term’s class book is ‘The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe’. The children will read this book together as a class 
and complete activities linked to the story that will also develop 
their comprehension skills.  



Writing: 
Writing genres will include: 
Myths and legends 
Newspaper Reports 
Persuasive Writing 
Storytelling Unit: Bella and the Bear 
Character and Setting Descriptions 

Children should: 

 Identify the audience for and purpose of the writing. 

 Note and develop initial ideas.  

 Consider how authors have developed characters. 

 Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary. 

 Describe setting, characters and atmosphere integrating dialogue. 

 Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. Use 
fronted adverbials to link paragraphs. 

 Use organisational/presentational devices to structure text to guide the reader. 

 Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. Use 
modal verbs; use brackets to indicate parenthesis. 

 Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that in the 
middles of sentences. 

 Use commas to indicate parenthesis evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ writing; use organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader. 

 Use a range of sub-ordinate and co-ordinating conjunctions. 

 Proof read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
Spelling: 
Children should: 

 Learn prefixes and suffixes. 

 Use a dictionary/thesaurus. 

 Learn words from Year 5/6 spelling list. 
Handwriting: 
Children should: 

 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. 

Writing 

This term, the children will begin with the storytelling unit, Bella 
and the Bear, learning the story by heart, creating story maps 
and writing their own versions with different characters.  
Their writing will also be linked to their history topic and the 
children will explore Ancient Greek Myths before writing their 
own versions of well-known stories. They will look at the 
features of newspaper articles and write their own based on 
well-known Greek Myths. Finally, children will create adverts 
and posters for their own Greek homes, clothes and other 
goods. The children will complete some writing linked to this 
term’s class story ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’. They 
will complete some creative writing developing character and 
setting descriptions from the story and also creating their own 
settings and characters. 
Finally, they will explore figurative language and write some 
poetry using this linked to Winter weather.  
Grammar 
Throughout the term, children will revise grammar covered in 
previous years, while also being introduced to the new 
grammatical concepts introduced in Appendix 2 for Year 5.  
Spelling  
Children will use the Spelling Shed Spelling scheme to learn a 
range of spelling patterns and rules, with a focus on revision of 
common exception words from previous years, while also being 
introduced to new common exception words from the Year 5/6 
list.  
Handwriting  
Children will regularly practice their handwriting, using the 
Twinkl cursive scheme. They will focus on pace while also 
keeping a neat and consistent style.   



 

 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
Working Scientifically 
Pupils will be taught to: 

 Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and 
controlling variables where necessary 

 Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and 
precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate 

 Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 

 Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and 
explanations of and a degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays 
and other presentations 

Properties and changes of materials 

 Compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties. 

 Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how 
to recover a substance from a solution. 

 Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, sieving and evaporating. 

 Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for particular uses of 
everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic. 

 Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes. 

 Explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind 
of change is not usually reversible.  

Forces (Continues into Spring) 
 Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity 

acting between the Earth and the falling object. 

 Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, which act between 
moving surfaces. 

 Recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller 
force to have a greater effect.  

 Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity 
acting between the Earth and the falling object. 

 Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, which act between 
moving surfaces. 

 Recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller 
force to have a greater effect. 

Properties and Changes of Materials  
Children will explore a range of materials, investigating their 
properties and sorting them in a range of ways. They will test 
the suitability of different materials for certain needs (e.g. The 
Brilliant Paper Company experiment). Children will plan, set up 
and carry out investigations, recording results and 
summarising outcomes. They will use their knowledge of 
solids, liquids and gases to decide how different materials may 
be separated, choosing appropriate equipment to explore this. 
Finally, they will consider how materials change, exploring 
reversible and irreversible changes and explaining that some 
changes result in new materials being formed.  
 
Forces  
Children will use a range of activities from the Phizzi Forces 
packs to investigate forces and the effect that they have on 
objects. They will explore air resistance, water resistance, 
gravity and friction. They will use a range of equipment to plan 
and carry out experiments, ensuring a fair test and recording 
results. The children will then move on to investigate different 
mechanisms in different ways. This topic will continue into the 
Spring Term.  
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Working Scientifically: Precision, repeat comparative, causal 
relationship, explanation, support, refute, variables, pattern, 
scatter graph, line graph, bar graph, classification key, degree of 
trust 
Materials: Thermal/electrical insulator/conductor, change of 
state, mixture, dissolve, solution, soluble, insoluble, filter, sieve 
reversible/non-reversible change, burning, rusting, new material 
Forces: Force, gravity, up thrust, Earth, air resistance, water 
resistance, friction, mechanisms, simple machines, levers, 
pulleys, gears 

 



MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES                                                  Year Group:   5                                      Autumn Term 

Ormesby Primary 
 

 History/Geography  – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Ancient Greeks 
Pupils should be taught: 

 About the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative. 

 To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

 To understand methods of historical enquiry. 

 To gain historical perspective. 
 
Pupils should learn about: 

 Ancient Greece.  

 Greek life and achievements and their influence on the Western World. 

The children will begin by locating Greece on a world map 
before placing the Ancient Greek period on a time line with 
other historic events that they have covered in order to 
develop a chronological understanding of world history. They 
will investigate Ancient Greek life, researching; homes, 
clothing, food, work etc. They will also use Ancient Greek 
pottery to learn about life, along with other artefacts, before 
creating their own art work in the style of Ancient Greek 
pottery (art link). This, along with research from books and 
online, will help them to learn about Gods and Goddesses and 
ancient myths (writing link).  
 
The children will then explore the different Ancient Greek 
states and the similarities and differences between them 
with a specific focus on Athens and Sparta. This will then 
lead on to learning about Ancient Greek warfare, including 
The Battle of Marathon.  
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Design Technology – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Wardrobes to a fantasy world 
Design: 

 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of products that are fit for 
purpose. 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas. 
Make: 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
accurately. 

 Select from and use a wider range of materials and components according to their 
functional and aesthetic qualities. 

Evaluate: 

 Investigate and analyse a range of existing products. 

 Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views 
of others to improve their work. 

 Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape 
the world. 

Technical Knowledge: 

 Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 

structures. 

The children will design and make a wardrobe that leads to a 
3D fantasy world that they have created. They will explore 
different hinges and handles for the doors of their wardrobes. 
They will also explore ways of creating a 3D effect for their 
fantasy world. The children will then evaluate their own 
wardrobe against their original design.  
 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Greek pottery 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas. 

 To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including sculpture with clay  
   

 

Using pictures of Ancient Greek pottery, the children will 
investigate what pottery was used for and the style of 
artwork that was on the pots. They will consider what this 
teaches us about Ancient Greek life. The children will 
explore the colours used within the pottery.  
All children will explore using clay to make both a pinch 
pot and a roll pot, evaluating which was the most 
effective and why. 
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Programming 

 Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals. 

 Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various 
forms of input and output. 

 Use logical reasoning to explain how some algorithms work and to detect and correct 
errors in algorithms and programs. 

 
Online safety 

 Understand computer networks including the internet. 

 Use search technologies effectively. 

 Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly.  

 

Children will use the Espresso Coding software to explore 
computer programming and use what they have learnt to 
create an online app that they can use to play a simple game.  
 
Children will consider online safety, particularly in reference 
to social media. They will explore the impact that the use of 
social media can have on their lives. They will then create 
informative posters/leaflets to teach others about their 
learning.   

 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Pupils will: 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes. 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with an increasing aural memory. 

 Use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 Charanga Music units: Living on a Prayer and Classroom Jazz 1  
Children will follow the Charanga programme to perform an 
ensemble piece, using a range of percussion instruments. They 
will consider a musical style and explore its history and 
development. 
Ukelele tuition from Tees Valley Music Service 
Children will continue their ukulele tuition from previous years, 

provided by Tees Valley Music Service.     

  

 
 

 
 
 



P.E. – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Gymnastics  
Children should: 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best. 

Invasion Games (Netball) 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. 

 Play competitive games, modified where appropriate. 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best. 

Gymnastics 
Children will consider different ways of moving around the 
performance area individually, in pairs and in small groups. 
They will then explore ways that they can balance both 
individually and with others. They will also build upon learning 
from previous years to improve technique, control and 
balance when performing various movements e.g. rolls, 
cartwheels etc. They will complete the unit of work by putting 
together the different aspects that they have learnt to 
perform a short sequence in pairs and small groups.  
 
Invasion Games: Netball 
Children will develop skills used in net and wall games 
including travelling, passing and scoring. They will explore the 
rules of netball and begin to play small games in teams.  

 
 
 
 
 

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Pupils will:  

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and joining 
in. 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes. 

 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and 
respond to those of others. 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them when they 
are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French. 

 Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 

 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 
 Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing. 

Using “Rigolo2” Units 1 and 2 to teach the French language  
Pupils should be taught: 

 To greet people and give personal information. 

 To talk about brothers and sisters. 

 To say what people have and have not using 3rd person 
“avoir”. 

 To say what people are like using 3rd person “etre” 
including negatives. 

 To name school objects. 

 To talk about likes and dislikes in school. 

 To ask and say the time and talk about timings in the 
school day. 

Sing songs using Francais, Francais resource. 



 
 

PSHE National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Relationships 

• What are the important relationships in my life now?  
• What is love? How do we show love to one another?  
• Can people of the same sex love one another? Is this ok?  
• What are the different kinds of families and partnerships?  
• What do the words 'lesbian' and 'gay' mean?  
• Why does calling someone 'gay' count as bullying?  
• What should I do if someone is being bullied or abused?  
• Can some relationships be harmful?  
• What aspects of a relationship require ‘permission’ from the other person?  
• What are relationship boundaries – and how are they different with different people 

(parents, friends, siblings, strangers etc) 
 

Keeping Safe and Looking After Myself  
• What is the difference between a risk, hazard and danger?  
• What is peer pressure and how can I be strong against it?  
• How do I report abuse? 

During this unit of work, the children will explore what 
marriage is and other long term commitments. They will look 
at what a healthy, committed relationship should be like and 
will discuss what the different kinds of families and 
partnerships are. The children will then spend some time 
exploring and discussing relationship boundaries and the 
concept of requiring permission from another person in a 
relationship.  
In the next unit of work, the children will recap safety 
procedures (linked to first aid), so they can identify risks, 
hazards and dangers. They will then spend some time 
exploring what peer pressure is and strategies they can 
develop to be strong against it. Finally, the  children will 
discuss how they report abuse that may be happening to 
themselves. This unit of work will be also covered during out 
Cyberbullying unit of work in the Spring Term.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 R.E. - Curriculum  Overview 
 Why is Muhammad important to Muslims  
Children should be taught: 

 Who Muhammad was and what happened on the ‘Night of Power’. 

 To understand the meaning of ‘revelation’ and that a Mosque is a special place for 
Muslims. 

 That Muslims do not focus on statues or pictures when they pray.    
What is the Qur’an and why is it important to Muslims? 
Children will know: 

 How to treat the Qur’an and why it is important. 

 What the Qur’an represents. 

 How the Qur’an affects the lives of Muslims. 

 Begin to understand the meaning of ‘sacred’. 

 Begin to reflect on what influences them and their behaviour/actions. 
Why is the birth of Jesus important to Christians? 
Children will know: 

 Jesus was born, and died, a Jew. 

 That the birth of Jesus fulfils the prophecies written in the Old Testament (also known 
as the Torah). 

 That Jesus is the incarnation of God - that God became man. 

 That God gave a great gift to the world in his son Jesus. 

  That Jesus came to Earth for all the people. 
 
 

The children will explore the Prophet Muhammed, his life 
story and his importance to Islam and Muslims. They will 
explore key aspects of the Islamic faith including the 
importance of a Mosque to Muslims.  
 
 
The children will also explore the Qur’an and its importance 
within Islam. The children will explore the meaning of the 
word ‘sacred’ and why this is important to Muslims.  
 
 
 
 
Finally, the children will consider Jesus’ birth and why it is 
important to Christians. They will explore Christian belief in 
relation to Jesus and what that means for the Christian faith.  
 
 
 

 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
Children will consider Christian 
and Islamic beliefs and the 
impact that they have on 
modern Britain. They will explore 
their own culture and what it 
means to be British, before 
comparing it to the cultures of 
others.  

Athens or Sparta? Which was the greater 
Greek state?  
 
Show racism the red card: how can we 
stamp out racism in British sport?  
 
What is bullying? 

The Great North Museum: Hancock 

 

The Dorman Museum  

 

Tanya Bentham: Women in History 

 

Borrow box from Hartlepool Museum  

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by 

C.S. Lewis  

 

Who Let the Gods Out? by Maz Evans  

 

Ancient Greece non-fiction texts 

 

 
 


