
 

MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES                                                                  Year Group: 3                                     Autumn Term. 
Ormesby Primary School 

     

Me and My World/World War 2 
Key words 

History: Century, change, chronology, decade, invasion,  government, nation, prime minister, parliament, past, present, significance, 
the Blitz, evacuation/evacuee, Battle of Britain, rationing, ‘make do and mend’, Hitler, Chamberlain, Germany, Churchill, Anderson 
shelter, Morrison shelter, underground.  
Geography: border, capital, city, atlas, area, globe, map, direction, key, Europe, island, compass, country (side), town, ocean, sea, 
river, region, world, local, environment, national, Europe.   
English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading 
Children will: 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books that are structured in different 
ways, including fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books, identifying 
their themes and conventions. 

 Read for a range of purposes. 

 Develop their understanding of books they can read independently. 

 Check that the text makes sense to them, beginning to explain the meaning of words 
in context and identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph. 

 Begin to ask questions and improve their understanding of a text. 

 Begin to draw inferences. 
 Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader's interest and imagination. 

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts. 

 Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they 
choose. 

 Read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 
 Begin to use dictionaries to check the meaning of words. 
 

The children will read and reread books for pleasure during 
independent reading time on a regular basis. They will listen to 
the class reading book ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’ (linked to the 
topic of world War 2) and discuss, orally answering inferential 
questions, making predictions and summarising events.  They 
will use a range of Guided Reading resources, including ‘Once 
Upon a Picture’ to build upon skills using the ‘Pawsome Gang’ 
to teach specific reading skills. This term they will focus on 
using key words in a text or question to help retrieve 
information quickly and will focus on developing inference 
mainly through oral discussions, using clues in the texts to 
understand more subtle meanings. They will begin to answer 
written inferential questions as their confidence grows, 
considering what supporting evidence can be found in the text 
to back up their ideas. They will also begin to work out the 
meanings of new words using the surrounding context in a text. 
The children will be introduced to different types/layouts of 
comprehension questions, including test style questions, 
focusing specifically on when questions need to be answered in 
a full sentence and when a shorter phrase is sufficient.   
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Writing 

Writing will include: character/setting descriptions, letters, diary entries, non-chronological 

reports and instructions. 
Plan their writing by: 
• Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand 

and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
• Discussing and recording ideas. 
Draft and write by: 
• Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 

varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures (English Appendix 
2). 

• Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
• In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. 
• In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and 

sub-headings]. 
Evaluate and edit by: 
• Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others' writing and suggesting improvements. 
• Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
• Proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors. 
• Reading aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
Spelling 
• Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1). 
• Spell further homophones. 
• Spell words that are often misspelt (Appendix 1). 
• Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and irregular 

plurals. 
• Use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
• Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and 

punctuation so far taught. 

As part of topic work in Science, they will be introduced to 
texts and reading comprehensions about Healthy Eating, and 
The Human Body (Skeletons) and will learn to retrieve 
information and understand the meaning of new words in 
context.  
 
 
The children will write character and setting descriptions 
based on ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’, write a letter home from 
the viewpoint of a child who has been evacuated and collect 
vocabulary to write a poem to express feelings linked to the 
Blitz. 
 
This will be followed by a story telling unit on the story of 
Kassim and the Greedy Dragon, where the children will draw 
their own story maps, orally rehearse the story and engage in 
narrative writing, retelling then creating their own stories 
based around this. 
 
Later in the term, they will write non-chronological reports 
based around the human body to link with their Science work 
on skeletons. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The ‘Spelling Shed’ scheme will be used to teach spelling, with 
differentiated/adapted group work within this for those 
children who need it. 

 



 Handwriting 
 

• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that join letters and understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 

• Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by 
ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing 
are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

 
 

Daily handwriting practise using Twinkl cursive scheme. 
 

 

 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
Working Scientifically 
Children will develop practical scientific methods by: 

 Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer 
them. 

      Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. 

      Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 
measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 
thermometers and data loggers. 

     Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in 
answering questions. 

     Recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, bar 
charts and tables. 

     Reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays 
or presentations of results and conclusions. 

     Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise further questions. 

     Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 
processes. 

 Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their  
findings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children will research what we need to keep us alive and 
healthy, and investigate the nutritional values of different 
foods, recording what they find. They will research different 
food groups and discuss how a balanced diet keeps us healthy 

then design and make a healthy sandwich linked to this. They 
will compare our diet now with that in war time (linked to their 
History work on rationing).  
 
They will then find out how joints work by making a replica or 
model. They will investigate how bones are important for 
support through exploring lack of support using a rubber glove. 
They will also look at the protective function of the skull, using 
jelly to replicate the brain and a crash helmet to show the 
effect of the skull.  
 
During this topic, the children will research information from 
books and other sources to find out about the human skeleton 
and skeletons in other animals (linked to their English work on 
non-chronological reports and Guided Reading tasks). 
 
They will also find out about Marie Curie and how her discovery 
of radium enabled the invention of x-rays. 
 
 
 
 
 



Animals Including Humans 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of nutrition, 
and that they cannot make their own food; they get nutrition from the food that they 
eat. 

 Identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for support, 
protection and movement.  

 
Scientist studied:  Marie Curie.   
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Working Scientifically: Measure, fair test, accurate, bar chart, table, diagram, key, prediction, 
conclusion, explain, evidence, change, process, improve, enquiry 
Animals including humans:  Nutrition, nutrients, carbohydrates, sugars, protein, dairy, vitamins, 
minerals, fibre, fat, water, skeleton, bones, muscles, relax, contract, support, protect, move, 
skull, ribs, spine, muscles, names of joints,vertebrate/invertebrate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They will Investigate ‘Are we all the same?’ (which will link to  
measures and statistics in Maths), considering the question of 
‘Does the tallest person have the largest hands?’ Children will 
also investigate and collect data based around eye colour and 
record their findings on a bar chart, tally chart and pictogram. 
 
 



 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Britain during WW II 
 
Pupils will learn to: 

 Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and 
world History. 

 Establish clear narratives within and across the periods that they study. 

 Note connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

 Develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 

 Answer and sometimes devise historically valid questions. 

 Use relevant historical information to answer questions. 

 Understand that knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 Study a significant turning point in British History: The Battle of Britain.

Children will learn about what life was like during World War 
2, including evacuation, rationing, ‘make do and mend’, and 
the Blitz.  
They will learn about why World War 2 began and how it 
ended and find out about why The Battle of Britain was such 
an important historical event.  
They will ask and answer questions, researching some answers 
using I.T. and others using appropriate texts. They will come to 
realise that we can find out about the past from a range of 
sources (Link to Ormesby Hall trip). 
At the end of the topic, children will order the events they 
have found out about within World War 2. 
 
 

 

Geography – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Ongoing: Map and Field work 

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital /computer mapping to locate counties and  
cities in the UK. 

 
Human Geography/Locational knowledge  

 Name and locate countries and cities of the UK and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics  

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) concentrating on the countries and major cities.  

 
EUROPE 
Pupils should be taught: 
 
• About types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links. 

Children will locate the UK and the European countries 
involved in World War 2 on maps, globes and using ICT. 
(Linked to Being Me in my World and World War 2). 
 
Children will look at maps of UK and Europe and identify the 
countries and major cities. This will be linked to the World 
War 2 work in history. ICT will be used as part of this, for 
example, use of Google Earth to look at parts of UK and 
Europe. They will use maps to find places that were heavily 
bombed during the war and link this to types of settlement 
(towns/cities/countryside) and evacuation. They will also 
consider how economic activity was affected by the war 
when learning about the home front, rationing and the ‘dig 
for victory’ campaign.  
 
 
 
 



Design Technology – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Children will: 
Healthy Sandwiches (Autumn 1) 
Christmas Stocking (Autumn 2)  
Cooking and Nutrition 

 Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet. 
Design 

 Design, generate and develop ideas. 
Make 

 Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including, textiles and 
ingredients, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities.  

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks, e.g. 
cutting, shaping, joining and finishing, accurately.  

Evaluate 

 Evaluate their ideas. 

 

Children will understand and apply the principles of a healthy 
and varied diet. They will choose from a range of foods across 
the food groups to design and make a healthy sandwich, 
selecting appropriate equipment and evaluating afterwards.  
 
They will research information on “Make Do & Mend” through 
the topic of world War 2, then link this to the theme of Christmas 
when making a Christmas stocking. 
(Maths link – measuring in cm).  
 
 
 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
 Children will: 

 Make sketches to record their observations.  

 Use their sketches to review and revisit ideas. 

 Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, focusing on drawing and 
painting with a range of materials – pencil, paint, charcoal. 

 Learn about great artists, architects, designers in history. 

Children will find out about the artwork of Henry Moore 
and experiment with different techniques in order to 
produce a charcoal drawing in the style of Henry Moore. 
 
Children will make a silhouette picture based on the Blitz, 
experimenting with paint mixing to give a chosen effect 
and using silhouettes to create a sombre mood. 

Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Understanding Technology/ Safe and responsible use of Technology (ongoing) 
 
Children should: 

 Understand computer networks including the internet. 

 Use search technologies effectively. 

 Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly and recognise acceptable/  
unacceptable behaviour. 

 
 

Children will use search technologies (Kiddle) to research 
information about World War 2, such as rationing and 
evacuation. 
 
The children will discuss online safety and how to keep safe 
online as part of this work. 
 



Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
  Charanga units: “Let your spirit fly” and “Glockenspiel Stage 1”. 

 
Children will: 
• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with an increasing aural memory. 
• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music. 
• Develop an understanding of the history of music.   

 

 

The children will develop their aural memory and study aspects 
of music, such as beat and rhythm, through the Charanga music. 
They will have opportunities to sing at the Harvest Festival, the 
Christmas Carol Concert in St Cuthbert’s Church and during 
weekly singing assemblies. 
 
They will also take part in the Snappy Christmas production run 
by Tees Valley Music Service. 
 

  

Physical Education – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Swimming: 

 Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25metres.  

 Perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations. 
  
Dance: 

                        

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

 Perform dances with a range of movement patterns. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best. 

Children will participate in 7 weeks of swimming lessons 
provided by outside Sports Provider ‘Everyone Active’, Eston 
Leisure Centre.  

 
Dance – The children will listen to music and practise keeping 
the beat. They will match movements to the beat and practise 
and perform sequences of movements which improve their 
flexibility, strength and balance. They will work in small groups 
to develop and practise their own sequences of movements 
and gradually increase their control and technique. Finally, 
each group will perform their dance to their peers. 

 
They will set themselves a fitness challenge (linked to PSHE). 
 



 

 PSHE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Relationships 

 Why do friendships change? 

 How can I be a good friend? What are the characteristics of a good friendship? 

 Why can it be fun to have friends who are different to me? 

 How do I know if I’m being bullied? 

 What do I do if I’m being bullied? 

 How can I make up with someone if we’ve fallen out? 
 

My Body and My Health 

 Why are some children growing quicker than others? 

 What is the difference between prescription and non-prescription medicines? 

 What are the benefits of an active lifestyle and why? 

 Why is sleep so important? 
 
Life Cycles 

 How do different animals look after their babies before and after birth? 

 How do different animals have babies? 
What does a new baby need to be happy and healthy? 

The children will discuss what makes a healthy friendship and what 
makes an unhealthy friendship. Children to talk about their 
hobbies, family etc whilst their partner demonstrates negative 
listening skills. The children will draw around their hand and then 
write 5 things that make a good friend. These can then be put 
together to form a ‘Friendship Tree’ that displays all of the aspects 
the children have chosen. The children will then share the ‘How to 
be a good friend’ flashcards and discuss each scenario. The children 
will then follow the Year 3 Kidsafe lesson on bullying and discuss 
what to do if a child was being bullied. The children will be shown 
various scenarios where friends have fallen out and discuss how the 

children can help to solve these. 
The next area of learning for the children links to our science topic: 
Humans and Living Things. The children will discuss what medicine 
is and why we use medicine. Discuss the different prescription and 
non-prescription medicine. Look at various scenarios about 
medicine and discuss in small groups with how what they would do 
in the scenario. The children will discuss what is meant by ‘an active 
lifestyle.’ They will talk about different activities, which the children 
do to stay active and share how being active can help people with 
their emotional health. This will lead to the children creating a 
poster of the benefits of an active lifestyle. Finally, the children will 
discuss why we need sleep and why it is important.  
During the Life Cycles unit of work, the children will use the 
resource ‘Growing up with Yasmine and Tom’ to learn about how 
different animals look after their babies, how do different animals 
have babies and what a baby needs to be happy and healthy.  

R.E. - Curriculum  Overview 

How do Jesus’ parables help Christians live their lives? 
Children will: 

• Be able to retell some stories Jesus told and explain what they mean to Christians. 
Why is Advent important to Christians? 
Children will: 

 Recognise Advent as a time to prepare for the arrival of Jesus as a special baby.  

Children will listen to parables such as, ‘Parable of the Talents’ 
and discuss their meanings and significance to Christians. 
(This will link with the work in PSHE on ‘Being Me in My 
World.’) 
In the season of Advent, children will learn about the 
significance of Advent to Christians. 



 
 

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
  Children will:  

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and joining 
in 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes. 

 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and 
respond to those of others. 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them  

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French. 
 
 
 

 

Using Rigolo, Year 3, Units 1 and 2 to teach the French language 
Pupils should be taught: 

 Numbers 0-10              

 Greetings - say hello and goodbye to someone, ask 
someone’s name and give your own. 

 Ask how someone is and respond to the same question   

 Identify musical instruments (learn some basic nouns). 

 Identify classroom objects                                                              

 How to say French words for colours                                  

 How to say how old they are 

 To recognise and repeat classroom instructions in 
French                           

 Vocabulary for basic French spelling 

 Vocabulary for basic sentence building 

Sing songs using J’aime Chanter resource. 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences The Possible Linked Texts 
Acceptance of other people 
having different faiths and the 
freedom to choose other faiths. 
Encourage respect for 

democracy: taking part in 

School Council Elections. 

Discussion of what it would be like to be 
an evacuee; difficulty for both parents 
and children.  

Visit to Ormesby Hall as evacuees - 

linked World War 2. 

The Lion and the Unicorn. 

Kassim and The Greedy Dragon. 

 


