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English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 
Reading : 

 Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until 
automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent. 

 Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught 
so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes. 

 Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding 
out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 

 Re-read books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

 Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the taught graphemes. 

 Read words containing common suffixes. 

 Read the Y2 common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where these occur in the word. 

 Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, 
when they have been frequently encountered. 

 Become increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories 

and traditional tales  

Reading: 

 Reading with a particular focus on phonic skills. 

 Daily comprehensions, concentrating on ‘Pawsome 

Gang’ reading skills, with a particular focus on 

retrieval and inference skills.  

 Books read and comprehensions chosen will relate to 

the topic work about Victorians, Science Topic 

(Materials), Geography Topic (Maps) and R.E 

(Christmas). 

 Other resources will include using, “Once Upon A 

Picture” and class text “The Twits”.  

 Reading fluency to focus on two syllable words and 

common suffixes looking at how these can change the 

meaning of the sentence and the context of what is 

being read.  

 There will be a particular focus on retelling a wider 

range of fairy stories and traditional tales.  

Key words 

Victorian, steam engine, train, whip and top, stuffed bear, cup and ball, slate and chalk, abacus, washboard, mangle, butler, maid, 
camera, mourning, Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, era, past, sources, chronology, timeline, reliable,  reign/reigned, chimney sweep/aid, 
soot, service, the cane, writing slate, workhouse, orphan, Charles Dickens, factory, mill, Spinning Jenny, lady, gentleman, urchin, mine, 
shilling, carriage, act, Reform Act, gruel, royal, monarch, jubilee, photograph, servant, upper class, middle class, working class, class 
system, Penny Farthing.  

 



Writing: 

Writing genres will include: 

Diary 

Story retell 

Narrative 

Character description 

Instructions 

Children should develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:  
 Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional). 

 Writing for different purposes. 

  Children should consider what they are going to write before beginning by:  

 Planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about. 

 Writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary. 

 Encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence. 

  Children should make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:  

 Evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils. 

 Rereading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are 
used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form. 

 Proofreading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation for example, ends 
of sentences punctuated correctly. 

 Reading aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Read the text, “Oliver Twist” and use as a means to 

reflect on the Victorian era. 

 Explore non-fiction texts on the Victorians. What 

information can we find? How is it organised? Do we 

think it is fact or opinion?  

 Children to research Victorians using a range of sources 

such as different texts, images and videos. 

Writing: 

 Write a diary entry in the role of Oliver.  

 Character/setting descriptions relating to the text, 

“Oliver Twist”.  

 Children will read the Twits and use this as a vehicle to 

create a set of instructions for ‘Worm Spaghetti’/ ‘How 

to catch very naughty boys’. 

 Children will read “The Three Little Pigs”, using Talk 4 

Writing, they will retell and innovate the story.  

 Children will read the Christmas Story and retell the 

narrative. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Spelling: 

Children should: 
 Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling 

many correctly. 

 Learn new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already 
known. 

 Learn some words that sound the same but have different spellings and meanings, 
including a few common homophones, (e.g. there,their). 

 Learn to spell common exception words. 

 Learn to spell more words with contracted forms. 

 Add suffixes to spell longer words, including-ment, ness, ful, less, ly. 

 Apply the spelling rules that they have been taught. 

 Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher. 

Handwriting: 

 Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 

 Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined. 

 Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 
another and to lower-case letters. 

 Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

Spelling: 

 Spelling Shed scheme used to introduce and teach 
spellings. 

 Spellings to be taught at least three times a week along 
with dictations. 

  Spellings to be sent home as homework.  

 Common exception words are to be pointed out in 
reading and writing and sent home as homework. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handwriting: 

 Daily handwriting practise using the “Twinkl” cursive 
scheme. 



 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
  Work Scientifically by: 

 Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways. 

 Observing closely, using simple equipment. 

 Performing simple tests. 

 Identifying and classifying. 

 Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. 

 Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. 

 

Uses of Everyday Materials  

 Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, 
metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. 

 Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by 
squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

 

 Animals Including Humans: 
 Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of food and 

hygiene. 
 
 
Plants: 

 Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants. 
 Find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow 

and stay healthy. 
Key Vocabulary: 
Science investigation vocabulary: question, answer, investigate, investigation, observe, 
observing, equipment, identify, classify, group, record, diagram, chart, gather, data, report, 
compare, describe 
Science Vocabulary:  
Everyday materials - Names of materials increased range from Year 1 and Properties of 
materials as for Year 1 plus cold, flexible, rigid, translucent, transparent, opaque, reflective, 
warm, firm, pull, twist, squash, bend, change, stretch, mould and shape 

Plants: Dark, light, shade, sun, warm, cool, water, temperature, change, die, grow, bulb, healthy, 
conditions 

 

Everyday Materials: 
Children will be given a range of materials to sort according to 
different criteria.  
They will be given opportunities to say why materials have 
been chosen to make objects based on their properties.  
 
The children will carry out an investigation linked to the “Three 
Little Pigs”; a text studied in English. They will study the 
suitability of certain materials for building a robust house, 
including an investigation looking at absorbency. Children will 
find out how solid objects and materials can be changed, using 
the texts “The Twits” and “Biscuit Bear” as a medium. Children 
will make slime and biscuits. 
 
 
 
Animals including Humans: 
Children will sort different types of food into their food groups. 
They will write a letter to Mr and Mrs Twit to advise them on 
how to stay healthy. They will also design a healthy meal for 
Mr and Mrs Twit using the “eat well” plate as a basis for this.  
 
Plants: 
Children will look at how some plants grow from bulbs. They 
will plant snowdrops in different conditions and predict how 
they will grow. They will take a snowdrop home to their 
parents for Christmas so that they can continue to observe 
how the plant continues to change and grow. Children will 
write instructions on how to plant bulbs.  They will be taught 
that plants can flower in different seasons. 



 
 

 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Pupils will learn about: 
 

 Developing an awareness of the past using common words and phrases related to the 
passing of time—using every day historical terms. 

 Where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 

 Ask and answer questions using stories and other sources. 

 Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and the different 
ways it is represented. 

 Changes within living memory. 
 

  











Children will learn about what life was like during 
Victorian Britain. This will include: homes, clothes 
and food.  They will learn about the life of Queen 
Victoria and her reign. This topic will include 
important historical events such as: the Industrial 
Revolution and the expansion of the railways, as 
well as significant inventions such as the camera 
and the spinning jenny.  

 

Children will look at and compare changes within the home 
over the last 80 years. They will look at the text, “Peepo” and 
how the illustrations represent change. Children will think 
about their lives now and compare this with the lives of their 
parents and grandparents. Visitors will come into school and 
talk about changes within living memory.  
The children will visit Ormesby Hall to bring their learning in 
History to life. 

Geography – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
 Children will: 

  Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic  
            human and physical features. 

  Devise a simple map. 

  Use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

  Use simple compass directions and locational and directional language to describe the 
      location of features and routes on a map. 

  
 

 

The children will read the story of “The Gruffalo” and 
use this as a stimulus for their map work in 
Geography, tracking the movements of the main 
characters through the woods and using simple 
compass directions and directional language to 
describe their movements. The children will create 
their own map of the Gruffalo Woods and add a 
simple key to the map. The children will look at aerial 
photographs of Ormesby Primary and label them with 
their human and physical features. Children will 
explore the terms “clockwise” and “anti-clockwise” to 
describe movement and look at rotation as a turn. 



Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Children will: 
 
Design 

 Generate, develop model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, 
mock ups and where appropriate ICT. 

Make 

 Select from a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks. 

 Select form and use a wide range of construction materials according to their characteristics. 
Evaluate 

 Explore and evaluate a range of cards. 

 Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria. 
Technical Knowledge  

 Explore and use mechanisms e.g. levers, sliders, wheels and axles, in their products. 

The children will design and make a pop up Christmas 
card. They will then evaluate what they have done. 
Christmas cards will go home, to be given to parents 
and carers. 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Children will: 
 

 Use drawing and painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination. 

 Develop a wide range of Art and Design techniques in using colour, texture, pattern, line, 
shape, form and space. 

 Learn about the work of a local artist, making links to their own work. 
 
 

 

 

The children will look at the work of the local artist 
Mackenzie Thorpe, in particular the works entitled 
“Three Sheep”, “I Saw Three Geese” and “Dancing in 
Love”. They will explore the mediums used in these 
pieces and will replicate the pieces using a range of 
techniques and media such as: sponge, tissue, paint, 
sand, glue, collage and felt pen. These will be displayed 
in the classroom and we will discuss how certain pieces 
of art are exhibited in a gallery and can be viewed by 
the public. 
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Understanding Technology/Programming. 

Children should: 

 Use technology safely and respectfully.  
 Recognise common uses of information technology beyond school. 
 Understand what algorithms are. 
 Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs . 
  
  

Children will use IPADs to research information on the 
Victorians.  
Children will look at examples of things that use technology 
outside of school, (link with history e.g. modern washing 
machines can now be controlled remotely and Hive can be 
used to control temperature within the home). 
Programs: Espresso, SmartNotebook, Daisy The Dinosaur, 
BeeBot, 2Animate, 2DIY. 

 
Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Pupils will: 

 
 Use their voice expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes. 

 Play un-tuned instruments musically. 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of music. 

Opportunities to sing are during the Christmas performance 

and the Carol concert in St Cuthbert’s Church. 

 

Charanga Units: Hands Feet, Heart and Ho, Ho, Ho. 

 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Dance: 

Children should:  

 Perform dances using simple movement patterns. 
Net/Wall games/Tennis 

 Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching and begin to 
apply these to a range of activities. 

 Participate in team games. 
 

 Dance sessions provided by “What a Raquet” coach. 

 Children will practise throwing, catching and moving 
with a ball.  

 Through a series of games and relays the children will 
be taught the correct technique for hitting a ball with 
a racket. 
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 PSHCE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
The PSHCE curriculum will be taught through the following key questions: 
Keeping safe and looking after myself 

• Which parts of my body are private? 
• When is it okay to let someone to touch me? 
• How can I say no if I do not want someone to touch me? 
• How should I tell if someone wants to touch my private parts? 

People who help me 

 Who can I ask if I need to know something? 

 Who can I go to if I am worried about something? 

 I can identify people who can help me when I am feeling worried, scared, angry or  
upset. 

My Body and My Health 

• How has my body changes since I was a baby? 
• What is a healthy diet? 
• How can I help to stop dieses spreading in school? 
• Why are medicines locked away? 
• Why can’t we take other people medicines? 
• How often should I be exercising? 

 
 

 

 
The KidSafe program of study will be delivered to the class. 
This program covers all of the objectives in an age appropriate 
and pertinent manner. Staff have had the relevant training on 
delivering KidSafe. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Linked to class text – The Twits 
The children will complete the Eat Well plate for Mr and Mrs 
Twit to design a healthy meal. 
The children will also write letters to Mr and Mrs Twit 
explaining how to be hygienic and keep themselves clean. This 
focusing on regular bath, hand washing and changing cloths. 
They will also explain the importance of exercise and help to 
plan an exercise routine for the Twits. 
The children will be shown a PowerPoint about keeping 
themselves safe around medicines and harmful substances. 
The children will apply this knowledge by designing a poster. 
(Twinkl Resources) 



 
 R.E. – Curriculum  Overview 
How and Why do Jews celebrate Sukkot? 

 Pupils will be taught to: 

 Describe and respond thoughtfully to some aspects of special celebrations. 

 Recognise that some key events in Jewish history are commemorated through festivals. 

 Be familiar with some key events in Jewish history. 
 How and Why do Christians Care for others? 

 Demonstrate familiarity with some key values such as, love, care and forgiveness which 
influence how Christians live their lives. 

 Explain the religious meaning of a story. 

 Work with others to produce their own version of a parable or story which shows 
understanding of its content and meaning. 

 Recognise that Christians try to follow Jesus’ example. 

 Understand how Christians apply the teachings of Jesus in practical situations. 

 Give examples of the ways Christians help each other. 
How and why is Christmas a festival of lights? 

 Identify different kinds of lights, reflect on why Christmas is a special time. 

 Identify symbols of light in the Christmas story. 

 Retell what happens at a religious service and begin to think about some of the 
symbolism. 

 The children will learn about the Jewish celebration of Sukkot 
 during weekly assemblies.  
 
 
Children will learn about the parable of the Good Samaritan 
and will write their own parable based on this message.  
 
 
Children will look at the Christmas story in detail (See English 
Overview). Children will visit church to celebrate Christmas and 
discuss the Christmas story. Children will write about their visit 
to church and will be encouraged to talk about some of the 
symbolism that was evident in the church, e.g. advent candle, 
holly wreath, etc.  
 
 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
Acceptance that people have 
different faiths and beliefs.  
Understanding of the democratic 
process – School council 
elections. 

What is bullying? 
What makes us different?  
Why should difference be celebrated?   
Discussion of the similarities and 
differences between the Christian and 
Jewish Faiths. 

Church Visit. 

Visit to Ormesby Hall. 

Visiting speaker talking about 

changes within living memory.  

 

 

 Oliver Twist (English/History) 

 Peepo. (English/History). 

 The Three Little Pigs. 
(English/Science) 

 The Gruffalo((English/Geography) 

 Biscuit Bear. (English/Science) 

 The Twits.  (English/Science) 

 The Christmas Story. (English/R.E) 

 The Good Samaritan. (English/RE) 

 


