
MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES                                                      Year Group:       5                           Summer Term. 
Ormesby Primary 

 Rotten Romans                             
 

 

Key words 

Rome, Italy, conquer, invade, empire, Julius Caesar, Hadrian’s Wall, centurion, army 

 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading 
Children will: 

 Read and discuss an increasing range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
       reference books or textbooks 

 Read books that are structured for a range of purposes 

 Read poems aloud and consider how they may be best performed 

 Begin to learn a wider range of poetry by heart 

 Increase familiarity with texts, including myths, legends and traditional stories, 
       modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other 
       cultures/traditions 

 Begin to recommend books that they have read to their peers giving reasons 
      for their choices 

 Check that a text makes sense to them, asking questions to improve their  
understanding 

 Explore the meaning of words in context 

 Draw inferences from texts 

 Make predictions based on events in a text 

 Summarise the main ideas contained in a text 

Children will continue to work on and develop their reading 
comprehension skills that have already been taught through 
the Pawsome Gang. The whole range of reading skills will be 
practised and reinforced through this approach, with increasing 
detail. This will be practised alongside working on improving 
pace and test technique – specifically related to 3 mark 
questions and using the APE It approach. Non-fiction texts will 
focus on the Romans and Volcanoes, linking with the topic 
work.   
 
In Summer 2, the children will move on to read Charlotte’s Web 
and complete a range of reading activities based on this story – 
linked to the Pawsome Gang. A focus will be placed on the 
voice of the author, and authorial intent; allowing for more 
focused discussions relating to Arlo the Author and an increase 
in higher-level thinking skills related to reading. 

 



Writing 
Writing genres will include: 
Story Telling – Nyangara the Fire Dragon  
Biography – Tim Peake and Neil Armstrong  
Newspaper- Boudicca 
Instructions- Modroc volcano  
Recount – Pompeii (Escape from Pompeii by Christina Ballit) 
Story Writing based around Roman Myths  
Poetry- Space theme   

 

Children should: 

 Identify the audience for and purpose of the writing 

 Note and develop initial ideas 

 Consider how authors have developed characters 

 Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary 

 Describe setting, characters and atmosphere, integrating dialogue 

 Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. Use 
fronted adverbials to link paragraphs 

 Use organisational/presentational devices to structure text to guide the reader 

 Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. Use 
modal verbs; use brackets to indicate parenthesis 

 Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that in the 
middles of sentences 

 Use commas to indicate parenthesis evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ writing; use organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader 

 Use a range of sub-ordinate and co-ordinating conjunctions 

 Proof read for spelling and punctuation errors 
 

Spelling 
Children should: 

 Learn prefixes and suffixes 

 Use a dictionary/thesaurus 

 Learn words from Year 5/6 spelling list 
 
 

Writing  

Children will start the Summer Term with a Storytelling Unit, 

Nyangara and the Fire Dragon. They will learn the story verbally 

by adding actions, before moving on to creating story maps and 

plotting the story on a story mountain. They will then innovate 

the story in order to write their own versions.  

The children’s non-fiction writing will be linked to their topic 

and Science work. They will write biographies about Tim Peake 

and Neil Armstrong based on their own research of the space 

explorers. Children will write newspaper reports based on the 

Roman invasion of Britain and Boudicca’s role. They will also 

write recounts of the eruption of Vesuvius as if they were there 

at the time. Finally, the children will create instructions linked 

to their DT topic where they will make a Modroc volcano.  

Roman Myths will be explored and children will use these to 

write their own versions of well-known myths, before creating 

and writing their own story in the style of a myth.  

Poems will be composed with a space theme.  

 

Grammar 

Throughout the term, the children will continue to explore 

grammar from Appendix 2. This will be based on revision 

needed, as identified during the Spring Term Assessments.  

 

 

Spelling  

Children will continue to work through Spelling Shed activities 

and word lists, as well as revising all common exception words 

from year 3-5 and a range of spelling patterns that they have 

found difficult to master.  

 



Handwriting 
Children should: 

 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 

Handwriting  

Regular handwriting practice and intervention groups will focus 

on children improving the consistency of the handwriting that 

they use and their pace when writing.  

Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
Working Scientifically  
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising 
and controlling variables where necessary 

 Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy 
and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate 

 Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 

 Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests 

 Report and present findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships 
and explanations of and a degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as 
displays and other presentations 

 Identify scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments 

Animals and Humans 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Describe the changes as humans develop to old age 
 
Earth in Space 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets relative to the Sun in the solar 
system 

 Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 

 Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies 

 Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent 
movement of the Sun across the sky 

 

 

Animals Including Humans  
Children will create timelines to show how humans develop 
throughout their life. They will explore the changes in babies 
and children (for example change in weight and length), 
creating scatter and line graphs to represent this data. They 
will then learn about the changes during puberty. The school 
nurse will be invited into school to complete sessions with the 
children. They will consider gestation periods in humans and 
compare these to gestation periods of other animals using bar 
graphs and tables. They will then look at the changes in 
humans in old age and consider life expectancy.  
 
Earth in Space 
Children will explore the planets in our Solar System and the 
properties of each planet, creating tables and fact files. Using 
their knowledge of ratios and scales, children will map out the 
solar system on the playground, or field before moving on to 
exploring the orbits of the planets. Children will compare 
their weight on different planets.  
Children will then explain day and night using the Earth’s 
rotation and the apparent movement of the Sun across the 
sky.   
Key Vocabulary 
Working Scientifically: Precision, method, repeat comparative, causal 

relationship, explanation, support, refute, variables, pattern, scatter graph, 
line graph, bar graph, classification key, degree of trust 

Animals and Humans: Develop, puberty, primary and secondary sexual 

characteristics, gestation, life expectancy 

Earth in Space: Earth, Sun, Moon, (Mercury, Jupiter, Saturn, Venus, Mars, 

Uranus, Neptune) spherical, solar system, rotates, star, orbit, planets, 
galaxy, sphere, night, day, axis, sphere 
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 History/Geography  – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Volcanoes 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including volcanoes 
 
Key vocabulary- volcano, Earth, crust, inner core, outer core, mantle, magma, lava, eruption, 
extinct, dormant, active, Ring of Fire 
 
Rotten Romans 
General History 
Pupils should be taught: 

 The history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative 

 To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change 

 To understand methods of historical enquiry 

 To gain historical perspective of events 
 
Roman Empire 
Pupils should be taught about: 

 Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 

 The Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 

 “Romanisation” of Britain and its impact on British life 

 Successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall 
 
Key vocabulary- Rome, Italy, conquer, invade, empire, Julius Caesar, Hadrian’s Wall, centurion, 
army 

Geography – Volcanoes 
Children will learn about the layers of the Earth, before 
moving on to explore how volcanoes are formed. They will 
then look at the parts of a volcano and what happens when a 
volcano erupts. They will locate different volcanoes on maps 
and talk about extinct, dormant and active volcanoes. 
Children will explore the impact a volcano erupting has on the 
environment and investigate some famous volcanoes that 
have erupted.   
 
History – Romans  
Children will begin by plotting the Roman era on a timeline 
including other historical time periods that they have covered 
in History. They will then locate Italy and the United Kingdom 
on a map before moving on to plot the spread of the Roman 
Empire on a world map. Children will carry out some of their 
own research about Julius Caesar using the internet and 
books. Children will then explore the Roman Army and its 
structure, with a focus on the weapons and armour used. 
Children will move on to explore the Roman’s invasion of 
Britain and the impact on British life. They will end their 
studies by exploring Hadrian’s Wall and its purpose.  
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Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Healthy Energy Bars 
Cooking and Nutrition 
Pupils will be taught to: 

 Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet 

 Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes using a range of cooking  
techniques 

 Understand seasonality and know where ingredients come from and how they are grown, 
reared, caught and processed 

 

Children will sample a range of energy bars, beginning by 
looking at the label to decide which they think are healthy and 
which are not. They will then carry out a taste test, creating 
tally charts to compare which is the favourite from the whole 
class. They will explore different ingredients that can be used 
to create a healthy energy bar and design their own. Finally, 
they will make their own energy bars and evaluate their 
finished product.  

 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Roman Mosaics 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas 

 Improve their master of art and design techniques, including drawing and painting 
using pencils and paint 

 Appreciate the work of great artists 
   

 

Children will explore Roman Mosaics and consider what they 
teach us about Roman life. They will then explore different 
ways that they can create a mosaic-style picture using a 
variety of tools (e.g. sticks, paper, paint, etc.). Children will 
finish their work by creating a mosaic based on a story of 
their choice.  
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Using Technology 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, 
and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

 Select, use and combine a variety of software 

 Understand computer networks including how the internet can provide multiple 
services 

Children will use technology to contribute to their research 
about Julius Caesar and produce a PowerPoint presentation 
to deliver to the rest of the class.  
 
They will produce posters/leaflets about different planets in 
the solar system, selecting an appropriate programme 
themselves.  

 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Charanga: Classroom Jazz 1 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with an increasing aural memory 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music 

Children will follow the programme on Charanga to perform an 
ensemble piece using a range of percussion instruments. They 
will consider a musical style and explore its history and 
development.    
 

 
 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Invasion Games (Basketball) 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination 

 Play competitive games, modified where appropriate 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to achieve their 
personal best 

Striking/Fielding – Kwik Cricket – Sports Coach 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination 

 Play competitive games, modified where appropriate 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to achieve their 
personal best. 

Basketball 
Children will continue to develop their throwing and catching 
skills, applying them in the new context of basketball.  
 
Kwik Cricket 
Children will continue to develop the skills used in previous PE 
units, and apply them in the new contexts of Tennis and Kwik 
Cricket. A coach will deliver Kwik Cricket. 



 
 

PSHE – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
PSHE -Healthy Me (Summer 1) 
Healthy Eating Week 
Pupils will be taught: 

 About the health risks of smoking and the misuse of alcohol 

 Basic emergency aid procedures 

 About how to have a positive body image 

 About good nutrition through food and a healthy lifestyle 
PSHE - Changing Me (Summer 2) 
Pupils will be taught:  

 To be aware of their own self-image 

 About the changes that occur during puberty 

 About how babies are made through sexual intercourse 

 About changes that occur during the teenage years 

 About roles and responsibilities as they become young adults 

 To identify things they are looking forward to in Year 6 

The children will use the Jigsaw scheme of work to consider 
their own bodies and how to remain healthy. They will look at 
emergency first aid, nutrition and having a positive body image. 
They will then look at puberty and changes, with a session with 
the School Nurse about these changes. 
 

R.E. Curriculum  Overview 
What do Christians believe about God? 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Understand that Christians believe there is only one God and that he made us in his 
image 

 Understand that Christians believe God created the world in 6 days and on the 7th day 
he rested 

 Understand that there are different viewpoints to how the world was created and it is 
important to respect each others’ views 

 Understand that Christians believe that God left the world in people’s care – 
Stewardship 

How do Christian groups differ in their expression of faith? 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Know that not all Christians worship in the same way 

 Understand that singing can be a powerful form of worship 

 Know that for some people contemplation is an integral part of their church 
British Values:  an acceptance that other people are free to choose different faiths/beliefs and this is 
protected in law 

During this unit of work, the children will explore different 
denominations of Christianity, and their beliefs in relation to 
God, creationism and Stewardship. They will explore how these 
different denominations express their faith (e.g. statues in 
Catholicism). 
 
 
 



 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
Chronological understanding of 
British history.  
Christianity and beliefs. 

What did the Romans do for Great 
Britain? 
How does social media effect body 
image? 
 

Tanya Bentham – Women from the 

Past 

Arbeia Roman Fort. 

Charlotte’s Web 

Escape from Pompeii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Pupils will be taught to:  

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and 
joining in 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes 

 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and 
respond to those of others 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French 

 Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 
 Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

Children will use the Rigolo2 scheme of work, Units 5 and 6 and 
a range of songs, games and other activities during their French 
lessons.  

 Asking and saying where you’re going on holiday 

 Expressing opinions about holidays 

 Talking about what you’re going to do on holiday 

 Talking about holiday plans 

 Rooms (places) in the house 

 Descriptions of rooms (colour and size) 

 Saying what people do at home 

 Saying what people do and where 
Sing songs using Francais, Francais resource. 


