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Key words 
Locomotion Topic Vocabulary: Steam engine, George Stephenson, Rainhill Trials, steam locomotive, diesel locomotive, electric locomotive, combustion, 
pantograph, high speed train, railway line, route, privatisation, nationalisation, Puffing Billy, The Salamanca, The Rocket, Mallard, Locomotion Number 
One, Flying Scotsman, Evening Star, Thomas Savery, James Watt, Thomas Cook, William Wordsworth, Charles Dickens, J Sainsbury, George Godwin, trade, 
transport, key, map, chronological order, negative, impact, for, against, debate, environment, society, industry.  

 
 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 
Reading: 

 Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, non-fiction and reference books 
or textbooks. 

 Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes. 

 Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read. 

 Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling some of these orally. 

 Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books. 

 Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

 Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining 
the meaning of words in context. 

 Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text. 

 Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 

 Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied. 

 Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these. 

 Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning. 

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction. 

 Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can 
read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

The children will participate in daily Reading Comprehension sessions. 
The focus of the sessions during the Summer Term will be to consolidate 
the skills of retrieval, inference and prediction, summarising a text and 
to consider why the author has used a particular word or language 
feature. The children will develop the final reading skill of being able to 
make comparisons within a text. We will use the “Pawsome Gang” to 
support the development of these skills.  
Our topic of ‘The Locomotive’ will be used as a stimulus to support the 
development of the key reading skills mentioned above. Also, the 
children will be exposed to texts relating to George Stephenson and the 
Science topics ‘Habitats’ and ‘Sound’.   
Throughout the course of the term, the children will be exposed to 
reading activities relating to poetry. They will look at ‘From a Railway 
Carriage’ by Robert Louis Stevenson and explore the vocabulary choices 
the author has made. Then, they will consolidate the reading skills 
developed throughout Year 4 by reading   ‘Danny the Champion of the 
World’ by Roald Dahl and completing assessment style comprehension 
activities. 
 
 

 

 



Writing:  
Writing genres will include: 
Diary Entries 
Letters 
Poetry 
Writing to persuade 
Narrative - Storytelling 
Non-Chronological Report 
Narrative – Writing genres linked to the class text – Danny the Champion of the World 
 

• Use different planning styles to record ideas.  
• Compose sentences using rich vocabulary and varied sentence structures. 
• Organise paragraphs around a theme. 
• In narratives create settings, characters and plot. 
• In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices (headings and subheadings). 
• Assess the effectiveness of their own writing for vocabulary, grammar, punctuation and 

spelling through proof reading. 
• Write a range of sentences by using a wider range of subordinating and co-ordinating 

conjunctions.  
• Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense. 
• Use nouns or pronouns appropriately to avoid repetition. 
• Use a greater range of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause. 
• Use a greater range of fronted adverbials and place the comma correctly (time, adverbial 

starters, as). 
• Consistently use the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns. 
• Punctuate direct speech consistently (5 points of speech). 

 
Spelling 

• Spell words from the Year 3/4 list with 80% accuracy. 
• Write homophones correctly and other words which are often confused and use further 

prefixes and suffixes, and understand how to add them. 
Handwriting 

• Join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 
unjoined.  

• Present work that is legible and consistent in quality. 

VE Day – Children will identify features of a letter, before planning and 

composing letters to correspond with the learning around VE day. Children 

will then use their knowledge to identify features of a diary, before planning 

and composing diary entries. 

Poetry – Children will identify features of the poem ‘From A Railway 

Carriage.’ Including rhyming couplets and the use of the five senses. They 

will then edit and improve the poem adding their own ideas.   

Persuasive Text – Children will identify features of persuasive text before 

researching and planning to write a persuasive letter linking to the science 

topic ‘Habitats’ about the changing economic climate and its effect on 

animal’s habitats. 

The children will read the story of ‘The Lair’ and create a story map outlining 
the key events of the story. Before writing their own versions, the children 
will take part in some freeze frame and hot seating activities to support 
their writing. They will then use this to write their own version of ‘The Lair’ 
story independently. 
Non-Chronological Reports - Children will revisit the features of non-

chronological reports before researching and writing a non-chronological 

report about different steam trains following their visit to the York Railway 

Museum.  

Setting Description - Children will use Danny the Champion of the World as 

a stimulus to revisit how to write a setting description on Danny’s home. 

They will then complete an independent description on Hazel’s Wood.  

Diary Entries - Children will then revisit diary entries where they will 

compose a diary from Danny’s viewpoint, before completing an 

independent diary entry from Danny’s father’s viewpoint. 

Instructional Writing - Children will then identify the features of instructions 

before writing a set of instructions on Danny’s dad’s method on ‘How to 

catch a pheasant.’ Children will then compose a set of independent 

instructions on ‘How to catch a ___________.’ 

Character Description - Children will revisit character descriptions where 

they will complete a description on Mr. Victor Hazel before completing an 

independent piece on Danny’s Father and then comparing the two 

characters. Newspaper Reports - Finally, children will revisit newspaper 

reports where they will complete a report on Mr. Victor Hazel’s pheasants 

going missing, completing part of it independently. 



 

 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
    Scientific Enquiry: 

 Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them. 

 Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. 

 Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 
measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers and data 
loggers. 

 Recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, 
and tables. 

 Reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and conclusions. 

 Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements 
and raise further questions. 

 Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes. 

 Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. 
 

Living things and their habitats: 

 Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 

 Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in 
their local and wider environment. 

 Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things. 

 

Sound: 

 Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating. 

 Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear. 

 Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and the features of the object that produced it. 

 Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that produced it. 

 Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 
 
Scientist studied:  Alexander Graham Bell 
Key Vocabulary 
Working Scientifically: Measure, fair test, accurate, bar chart, table, diagram, key, prediction, observation, 
systematic, conclusion, explain, evidence, change, process, improve, enquiry, comparative, fair test, scientific, 
thermometer, data logger. 
Living things: Classification, classification keys, environment, habitat, adapted, food web, human impact, 
positive, negative, migrate, hibernate,  predators, prey, food source, consumers, exoskeleton, herbivores, 
omnivores, carnivores 
Sound: Sound, source, vibrate, vibration, air, medium, travel, pitch (high, low), volume, faint, loud, insulation, 
string, percussion, woodwind, brass 

Living Things: Firstly, children will identify how living things are 
grouped by sorting themselves into different classification groups 
following the Nikki Waller approach. How many groups can they 
make? Why have they chosen those groups? They will then sort 
living things into different categories such as: lays eggs, can fly, 
can’t fly etc, recording them using a Venn diagram. They will then 
be introduced to classification keys, before making their own 
classification key for varying habitats. Children will then complete 
fieldwork and study the local habitat and the impact 
environmental changes have had on this.  
 
Sound: Children will partake in a sound walk around the school 
premises, cataloguing sounds they hear before identifying how 
they are made. They will then complete the ‘Vibration Stations’ 
investigation from the Nikki Waller book which will demonstrate 
that sounds travel through a medium to the ear. Children will 
explore pitch by making their own straw pan pipes, 
experimenting with length and the effect on pitch. Children will 
complete an investigation on a musical instrument, investigating 
how to make sounds louder and quieter and the effect on the 
vibrations before recording their findings using a data logger to 
accurately measure the change in volume. Finally, children will 
investigate – with a baby monitor – the effect on a sound as 
distance increases between the sound source before recording 
their findings.  
 
Children will also complete a cross-curricular guided reading text 
on Alexander Graham Bell, before creating a fact file on him and 
his achievements in their science books.  
Maths Links: 
Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate 
graphical methods, including bar charts and time graphs. 
Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 
presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs.  
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 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
General History: 

 The history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative. 

 To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

 To understand methods of historical enquiry and gain a historical perspective of events. 
 

Local History: George Stephenson, The Locomotion  

 Study an aspect of history dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in their 
locality.  

The Locomotion – Children will first investigate who George 
Stephenson was, along with his achievements creating a fact 
file. Children will visit the York Railway Museum and identify 
some of the works of George Stephenson. They will then 
study the invention of the steam locomotive before creating 
a poster using ICT on some of the most notable locomotives 
of the past. They will then learn about the growth of the 
British railway, and its impact on life in Britain at the time, 
including debating for and against the railways. Children will 
then design a persuasive advert in the style of Thomas Cook, 
encouraging the uptake of railway holidays. Children will 
finally compare and contrast the steam locomotive with 
today’s modern trains and their purposes.  

 

  
 

 Geography – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Place knowledge: 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in a European 
country. 
 

Map and Field work: 

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries. 

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs and digital technologies. 

Children will study where the railways originated and where 
they developed throughout Britain. They will then compare 
different railway systems across Europe and study the human 
and physical impact on the region.  
 
The children will look at old maps of the local area and its 
railways and compare this with digital maps from today. We 
will discuss the physical and human features that can be 
identified.  



MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES                                                 Year Group:   4                                Summer Term 
Ormesby Primary 

 

Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Design and make a model train 
Design: 

 Use research and develop design criteria. 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas. 
Make: 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools to perform practical tasks. 

 Select from and use a wide range of materials and components. 
Evaluate: 

 Investigate and analyse products. 

 Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views 
of others to improve their work.  

 Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape 
the world. 

Technical Knowledge: 

 Understand and use mechanical systems in their products. 

The children will research the different trains (diesel, steam, 
electric). They will then plan to create a train of their choice, 
compiling a list of resources needed. The children will then 
use various media to create their train. Finally, the children 
will then evaluate their models against their original design, 
suggesting how they could improve their train further.   

 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
 Self-portraits: Picasso 

 Create sketch books to record observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

 Improve their mastery of drawing, painting techniques and sculpture. 

Children will study the work of Pablo Picasso and his self - 
portrait paintings. They will then choose, sketch, improve and 
paint a version of Picasso’s work before creating their own 
self-portrait in the style of Pablo Picasso. They will also 
complete a fact file style reading comprehension and picture 
inference to consolidate their knowledge. 
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Programming: 

 Design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals. 

 Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various 
forms of input and output. 

 Use logical reasoning to explain how some algorithms work and to detect and correct 
errors. 

 Using Technology:  

 Understand computer networks including the internet. 

 Use search technologies effectively. 

 Use technology safely, recognising acceptable/unacceptable behaviour. 

The children will use Espresso Coding to learn how to use code 
to achieve specific goals such as: making objects disappear and 
hide, make a bubble float up the screen and burst and make a 
game where players can burst bubbles as they float up the 
screen.  

 

 

 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
 Charanga: “Lean on me” 
 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts. 

 Listen with attention and detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 
 

 

The children will use the resource Charanga and complete the 
unit: “Lean On Me”. During the unit of work, the children will 
learn the song Lean on Me through an integrated approach of 
learning about the dimensions of the music (pulse, rhythm and 
pitch), learn to sing the song and play instruments that will 
accompany the music. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Athletics (Summer 1)  
Striking and Fielding (Rounders – Summer 2) 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. 

 Play competitive games, modified where appropriate compare their performances with 
previous ones. 

 Demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. 
 
The children will also be given the opportunity to attend swimming lessons provided by a 
qualified coach. The children will develop their confidence in water, develop their forward and 
backward strokes and learn about safety in water. 

 

Athletics: Use ICT to view and evaluate athletics and key skills 
to then be able apply these skills when participating in a 
competition. Children will discuss good practice and how their 
skills can further improve, whilst also recognising how each 
individuals’ skill has improved. Children will then compete for 
their house team in the whole school Sport’s Day. 
 
Rounders: Children will be introduced to the game of 
Rounders. Practicing both batting and fielding skills, they will 
discuss and share models of good practice before engaging in 
competitive games between teams. They will also partake in 
the school inter-house Rounders tournament. 

 PSHE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Healthy Me (Summer 1): 

 Recognise how different friendship groups are formed and how they fit into them. 

 Recognise changing dynamics between people in different groups. 

 Understand the facts about smoking and alcohol and their effect on health. 

 Recognise when people are pressurising them and how to deal with it. 

 Have a clear picture of what is right and wrong. 
 

Changing Me (Summer 2): 

 Understand that they are truly unique. 

 Understand how we inherit our personal characteristics from our parents. 

 Label the internal and external parts of a female and male body responsible for 
reproduction. 

 Learn how a girl’s body changes. 
 Identify changes and learn how to deal with them. 

 Children will first recognise the various friendship groups 
belonging to themselves and their peers, before deciding how 
they fit into those groups. They will then talk about the 
similarities and differences between the groups and the people 
in them. 
Children will then research the effects of both smoking and 
alcohol on health, recognising the detrimental effect both 
substances can have. Children will then learn the definition of 
peer pressure and will study scenarios to recognise how and 
when this may happen before having a discussion on how to 
deal with peer pressure. They will also debate what is right and 
wrong in those scenarios. 
Children will talk about the factors that make them unique; they 
will then talk about characteristics special to them and how 
they are similar to that of their parents and carers. Children will 
then learn about the basic body parts responsible for 
reproduction, before labelling a diagram. Children will then 
learn how a girl’s body changes through adolescence. Finally, 
they will learn about the changes in their own bodies and how 
they can deal with them.   
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R.E. - Curriculum Overview 
What do religions say about the environment? 

 Know and understand the views taken by different religions about the environment.  

 Understand the impact of buying fair trade food in order to help the environment by 
encouraging sustainable development.  

 Understand why people choose to buy fair trade food. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What can we learn about symbols and beliefs from visiting religious buildings? 

 Understand that the value placed on objects and experience varies. 

 Able to classify different types of religious buildings and objects. 

 Understand that beliefs, ideas and feelings can be expressed in a variety of ways. 

 Able to describe what sort of things are found in religious buildings. 

 Understand the significance of religious buildings and objects for believers. 
 

 

The children will discuss together different religions viewpoints on 
helping others and caring for the environment. They will use the 
viewpoints from Islam – The Qur’an says that Allah (God) is the 
Creator of the world; Christianity – looking at the Bible (Genesis 1: 
26 and 28) which describe how people have to look after the 
world which has been created by God; Hinduism – ahimsa (non-
harming)/ancient precept of caring for environment and taught by 
parents to children; Buddhist – avoiding injury to any sentient 
creature and Humanism – Believe that humans have the power to 
look after our world as there is no God or supernatural force to 
look after it. It is important to look after our world as we rely on 
our world to help sustain us. The children will then discuss fair 
trade food. Next, they will compare fair trade food with non- fair 
trade food and participate in a taste test activity.  
 
The children will research what the valued objects are within 
varying religions and the value placed upon those objects. They 
will then classify different religious objects and buildings by 
grouping them together and discussing the similarities and 
differences. They will then compare the varying religions and their 
beliefs, recognising that each faith expresses these in different 
ways. Children will then research and sort different objects that 
can be found within religious buildings. They will then discuss the 
importance of these objects and buildings to the individuals of 
different faiths that believe in them.  
 



 

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Children will: 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and joining in. 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes. 

 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and respond 
to those of others. 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French. 
 

 

Using the “Rigolo” scheme Units 11 and 12 to teach the French 
language units for Year 4. 
The children will participate in interactive games, tasks and 
activities in order to learn French.  

 Shopping for food 

 Asking and saying how much something costs 

 Talking about activities at a party 

 Giving opinions about food and various activities 

 Shopping for food 

 Asking and saying how much something costs 

 Talking about activities at a party 

 Giving opinions about food and various activities 
 

Sing songs using J’aime Chanter resource. 

 

 

 

 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
An acceptance that other 
people are free to choose 
different faiths/beliefs and 
this is protected in law.  

Children will debate and discuss the 
invention of steam locomotion and its 
uses across the country. They will debate 
for and against the use of rail travel. 
Children will debate and discuss the 
various rules and their importance within 
the different faiths studied in R.E. 
lessons. 

Children will visit The National 

Railway Museum at York.  

 ‘From A Railway Carriage’ – Robert Louis 

Stevenson  

Danny the Champion of the World – Roald 

Dahl 

The Queen’s Nose – Dick King Smith 


