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Key words 
Viking Key Words: Viking, AD, BC, archaeology, artefact, century, confessor, monastery, raiding, invasion, invade, conquest, raid, settlement, kingdom, (Merica, Northumberland, Wessex, 
Essex, East Anglia, Kent, Sussex), Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Norse, religion, Saint, Danegeld (Money), justice, law, defendant, court, ordeal, execution, monarchy, longhouse, Battle of 
Hastings, Battle of Stamford Bridge, Pagan, Christian, Christianity, Wergild, Danelaw, runes, sacrifice, Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Picts, helmet, Lindisfarne Priory, Bayeux tapestry, heresy and 
ruler. 
Gods:  Thor (Thunor), Frey, Baldur, Fates, Tiw, Eostre, Frigg (Fridge) and Woden (Odin). 
Important People: Edward the Confessor, Alfred the Great, Athelstan, King Ethelred II, Godwin of Wessex, Harold II  

 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 
Reading: 

 Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks. 

 Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes. 

 Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read. 

 Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling some of these orally. 

 Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books. 

 Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

 Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context. 

 Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text. 

 Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 

 Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied. 

 Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these. 

 Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning. 

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts. 

 Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for 

themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

The children will participate in daily Reading Comprehension 
sessions. The focus of the sessions during the Spring Term will be 
to continue to develop retrieval, inference and prediction skills as 
well as developing the skills to summarise a text and to consider 
why the author has used a particular word or language feature. 
We will use the “Pawsome Gang” to support the development of 
these skills.  
Our topic of ‘The Vikings’ will be used as a stimulus to support the 
development of reading for meaning and for fluency. The texts 
used will also include references to our Science topic; ‘Animals 
including Humans’. The children will also use other resources to 
support the development of their inference skills by using ‘Once 
upon a picture’, ‘Reading Explorers’ and ‘The Literary Shed’.  
Throughout the course of the second half of the Spring Term, the 
children will look closely at ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes.  
They will use this as a stimulus to answer assessment style 
comprehension activities relating to inference, summarising, 
prediction and why the author has chosen a particular word or 
language feature. 

 



Writing:  
Writing genres will include: 
Narrative – story telling, character and setting descriptions 
Play scripts 
Newspaper recounts  
Persuasive letters  
 

• Use different planning styles to record ideas.  
• Compose sentences using rich vocabulary and varied sentence structures. 
• Organise paragraphs around a theme. 
• In narratives, create settings, characters and plot. 
• In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices (headings and subheadings). 
• Assess the effectiveness of their own writing for vocabulary, grammar, punctuation and 

spelling through proof reading. 
• Write a range of sentences by using a wider range of subordinating and co-ordinating 

conjunctions.  
• Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense. 
• Use nouns or pronouns appropriately to avoid repetition. 
• Use a greater range of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause. 
• Use a greater range of fronted adverbials and place the comma correctly (time and 

adverbial starters). 
• Consistently use the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns. 
• Punctuate direct speech consistently (5 points of speech). 

 
Spelling 

• Spell words from the Year 3/4 list with 80% accuracy. 
• Write homophones correctly and other words which are often confused and use further 

prefixes and suffixes, and understand how to add them. 
Handwriting 

• Join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 
unjoined.  

• Present work that is legible and consistent in quality. 

The children will read the story of ‘Little Leo and The Moon Rabbit’ 
and create a story map outlining the key events of the story. They 
will then use this to write their own version of ‘Little Leo and the 
Moon Rabbit’ story independently. 
Children will then study the features of a newspaper article before 
planning and writing a recount of the Viking raids. They will 
complete an independent recount on the winner of ‘The Ormesby 
Factor.’ 
Next, the children will study the features of a play script. They will 
use their understanding of these features to produce a play script of 
their own based on a twisted traditional tale, completing some of 
the piece independently.  
Children will then study character descriptions on the Iron Man 
before completing an independent piece on a new robot. Following 
on, children will study a setting description on the junk yard and 
complete an independent description on the cliff top.  
Science Week: The children will study the whole school theme from 
this year’s Science Week appeal and incorporate these themes into 
their writing.   
The children will revisit explanatory texts, creating a report on ‘The 
Digestive System’ – this will be recorded in the children’s science 
books.  
 
Grammar 
Throughout the Spring term the children will cover: speech, 
possessive apostrophes for plural nouns, present perfect and past 
tense verbs, fronted adverbials (extra-information sentences and ing 
sentence starters), focus on list sentences and use of commas and 
FANBOYS sentences. 
 
Use of ‘The Spelling Shed’scheme to teach spelling. Weekly 
homework on words from Year 3/4 spelling list except for those 
children who benefit from following a multi-sensory approach, 
recapping key words as well as RWI sounds and spelling patterns 
(Appendix 1). 
 
Regular handwriting practice using “Twinkl” continuous cursive 

scheme. 



 

 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
  Scientific Enquiry: 

 Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer 
them. 

 Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. 

 Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 
measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 
thermometers and data loggers. 

 Recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, 
bar charts, and tables. 

 Reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays 
or presentations of results and conclusions. 

 Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise further questions. 

 Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 
processes. 

 Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their 
findings. 
 

Animals, including Humans: 

 Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in humans. 

 Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple functions. 

 Construct and interpret a variety of food chains. 

 Identifying producers, predators and prey. 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Working Scientifically: Measure, fair test, accurate, bar chart, table, diagram, key, prediction, 
observation, systematic, conclusion, explain, evidence, change, process, improve, enquiry, 
comparative, fair test, scientific, thermometer, data logger. 

Animals including Humans: Digestive system, digestion, mouth, tongue,  teeth, saliva, salivary 
glands, gall bladder, oesophagus, stomach, enzyme, , acid, small intestine, nutrients, large 
intestine, liver, rectum, anus, teeth, incisor, canine, molar, premolars, decay, erode, herbivore, 
carnivore, omnivore, producer, predator, consumer, prey, food chain 

 

Children will study the digestive system, before labelling the 
key parts of a human digestive system and their functions. 
They will then make a working model of the digestive system 
following the Nikki Waller approach.  
 
Children will study human mouths and teeth, before making 
model teeth from playdough, trying to reconstruct the 
different types of human teeth including canines, incisors and 
molars before completing a reading comprehension on the 
different functions of human teeth. Children will then conduct 
an investigation on tooth decay using eggshells. From their 
findings, children will create a poster on the importance of oral 
health for the younger children in school, using ICT.  
 
Finally, children will look at different food chains and the 
definitions of producers, predators and prey before making 
food chains of their own identifying producers, predators and 
prey using paper cups and creating a stackable chain.  
 
Maths Links: 
Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using 
appropriate graphical methods, including bar charts and time 
graphs – egg shell experiment.  
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 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
General History: 

 The history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative. 

 To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

 To understand methods of historical enquiry and gain a historical perspective of events. 
  
Vikings and the Anglo-Saxon Struggle: 

 Learn about Viking raids and invasion. 

 Resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, the first king of England. 

 Further Viking invasions and Danegeld. 

  Anglo-Saxon laws and justice. 

  Edward the Confessor and his death in1066. 

Children will begin by understanding where in history the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings reign fits with the history of these 
islands and how the Vikings came to live in Britain. They will 
then learn about what life was like in Viking Britain. This will 
include; homes, clothes, food etc. and compare this to 
modern Britain.   
 
They will also learn about the rulers of the different 
kingdoms, the Viking gods and law and justice. The children 
will look at artefacts and analyse how these historical 
sources help us to learn about history.   

 

 
  

 Geography – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Scandinavian/British comparison: 
 
Place knowledge: 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region in a European 
country. 

Map and Field work: 

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries. 

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs and digital technologies. 
 

Children will study where the Vikings came from and where 
they arrived in Britain. They will then compare the two lands 
with a focus on similarities and differences. Children will then 
research and produce non-chronological reports on Norway 
and Britain, using iPads and google earth to support their 
research.   
 
The children will look at old maps of the local area and 
compare this with digital maps from today. We will discuss 
the physical and human features that can be identified. The 
children will then go on a local walk to map the changes they 
have identified.  
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Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Scones 
Food Technology: 

 Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet. 

 Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes using a range of cooking 
techniques. 

 Understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients are grown, 
reared, caught and processed. 

 

 

Children will study a block of food technology where they 
will study scones. They will begin by making a simple plain 
scone recipe before researching and modifying the recipe to 
create their own ‘healthy’ savoury scone.  
 
They will consider the origin of their ingredients, the 
processes they would go through and the availability of 
them according to the seasons. 
 
Maths Link: 
Convert between different units of measure 
Estimate, compare and calculate different measures  

 
 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
 Drawing and Painting – Landscapes: 

 To create sketch books to record observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas. 

 To improve their mastery of drawing and painting techniques. 

 

Children will study the work of Claude Monet and his 
landscape paintings. They will then choose, sketch, improve 
and paint a version of Monet’s work before creating their 
own work in the style of Monet on a local landscape. They 
will also complete a fact file style reading comprehension and 
picture inference to consolidate their knowledge. 
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Handling Data:  

 Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked 
and be discerning in evaluating digital content. 

Safe and responsible use of Technology: 

 Understand computer networks including the Internet; how they can provide 
multiple services and the opportunities they offer for communication and 
collaboration. 

 Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and 
ranked. 

 Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly.   

 Recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour. 

Using a cross curricular approach, the children will be taught 
to use various child-friendly search engines to research and 
evaluate the quality of the source of information before 
using it in their studies.  
 
Online safety will continue to be addressed throughout the 
term, accumulating in the children taking part in Safer 
Internet Day 2021.  

 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices. 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with an increasing aural memory. 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities to sing in the Middle School Performance. 
 
The children have also been invited to take part and perform 
in ukulele lessons with Tees Valley Music Service. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Invasion Games: 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. 

 Play competitive games, modified where appropriate. 
 

Dance (sports coach):  
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best.  

 

Dance coach from outside sport provider; “What a Racquet” 
leading to a performance by selected children at IAT awards 
evening. 
 
The children will learn what an invasion game is, and the key 
skills that support them before learning the basic rules of 
hockey. They will then practice key skills focusing on flexibility, 
strength, technique and balance before playing a game of 
competitive hockey against one another. They will then 
compare their performances before evaluating them. 
 
The children will also be given the opportunity to attend 
swimming lessons provided by a qualified coach. The children 
will develop their confidence in water, develop their forward 
and backward strokes and learn about safety in water.  
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 PSHE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Dreams and Goals (Spring 1): 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 To be able to express hopes and dreams. 

 Deal with disappointment appropriately. 

 Handle setbacks by making new goals. 

 Identify steps to achieve goals. 

 Contribute to a group’s achievement. 
 Relationships (Spring 2): 

 Identify relationships they are part of. 

 Identify why people are special to them. 

 Express an opinion and feelings on an important issue. 

 Understand how to deal with the loss of a pet.  
 Show appreciation to the people who are special to them.  

At the beginning of the term, the children will concentrate on 
what their hopes and dreams are and share these with the 
class through discussion. They will then look at strategies they 
can use to deal with disappointment and from this identify 
how they are going to overcome these setbacks to achieve 
their hopes and dreams.  
 
Following on from this, the children will study a unit of work 
on ‘Relationships’. This unit will particularly focus on the 
important people in their lives, why they are special to them 
and how they can express this. Part of the unit of work will 
focus on the loss of a pet and a loved one – sharing with the 
children the story of ‘Badger’s Parting Gifts’.  

R.E Curriculum Overview 
How and why do religious people pray? 

 Understand what prayer is. 

 Understand why people pray. 

 Understand how people pray.  
 

Why is Lent such an important time for Christians? 

 Understand why Lent is important to Christians. 
 

The children will carry out research into how different religions 
pray and present this to their peers. They will then use this 
information to look at the similarities and differences of the 
different religious groups.  
 
Following on from this, the children will look closely at Lent and 
why this is important to Christians. As part of this unit of work, 
the children will be visited by the local church parishioners.  

 
 



 

 

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Children will: 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and joining 
in. 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes. 

 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and 
respond to those of others. 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them when they 
are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French. 
 

Using the “Rigolo” scheme to teach the French language units 
for Year 4. 
The children will participate in interactive games, tasks and 
activities in order to learn French.  

 Talking about festivals and dates. 

 Talking about presents at festivals. 

 Numbers 31-60. 

 Giving and understanding commands. 

 Going to French cities. 

 Giving and understanding basic directions. 

 Talking about the weather and places in France 
 

Sing songs using J’aime Chanter resource. 

British Values Debate & Discussion 
Opportunities 

Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

 British Values:   

 an acceptance that other 
people are free to choose 
different faiths/beliefs 
and this is protected in 
law.  

 Links with Science week – Our Planet, 
Environment, Recycling.  

Links with Safer Internet Day – Using 
the Internet Safely.  

The Jorvick Viking Centre 

Middle School Performance  

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes  

Billy the Kid by Michael Morpurgo  

 


