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English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 
Reading - Word Reading : 

 Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until 

automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent. 

 Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught 

so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes. 

 Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding 

out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

 Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as 

above. 

 Read words containing common suffixes. 

 Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 

spelling and sound and where these occur in the word. 

 Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, 

when they have been frequently encountered. 

 

 

One to one reading and particular focus on Read Write Inc. 

Phonic skills. The books read and comprehensions chosen 

relate to topic work about Animals including Humans and 

Captain Cook. Other resources will include using, ‘Once Upon 

A Picture’ and the class text “Meerkat Mail”. Further focus on 

common exception words in texts, so that they can be read 

quickly on sight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Reading - Comprehension 

 Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of contemporary and classic 

poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond which they can read independently. 

 Discuss the sequence of events in books in books and how items of information are 

related. 

 Discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary. 

 Discuss their favourite words and phrases. 

 Draw on what they already know or by background information provided by the teacher 

to read accurately and fluently. 

 Check that the text makes sense and correct inaccurate reading. 

 Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 

 Ask and answer questions.  

 Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far. 

 Participate in discussion about books that are read to them and that have been read 

independently. 

 Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other materials that have 

been read to them and that have been read independently. 

 

 Writing: 

 Genres covered will be: letter, recount, diary, setting description, postcard, character 

description and biography. 

 Children should develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:  

 Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional). 

 Writing for different purposes. 

  Children should consider what they are going to write before beginning by:  

 Planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about. 

 Writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary. 

 Encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence. 

 Children should make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:  

 Evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils. 

 

Daily comprehensions building upon the Pawsome Gang 

reading skills of retrieval and inference as well as vocabulary, 

sequencing and predicting. As children’s reading fluency 

improves, there will be a particular focus on ambitious use of 

vocabulary in reading which will be transferred to writing. The 

text, “Meerkat Mail”, will be used as a vehicle to teach the 

Science topic ‘Animals Including Humans’. The children will 

look at the character, Sonny’s, journey and sequence his 

adventures. They will discuss vocabulary used in the text and 

favourite words and phrases. It will also be used as a stimulus 

for a non-chronological report on meerkats. 

Read non-fiction text “What’s Their Story? Captain Cook” 

biography. Answer a range of comprehension questions 

relating to the text and use as a basis to write about Captain 

Cook’s life. Use this text as a stimulus for letter writing. 

Read “Nanny Twice” and “Monty the Ships Rat” to learn about 

life aboard a ship during Captain Cook’s time. Use as a basis 

for description of characters and settings. 

 

 

Children will write a diary entry from the point of view of 

Monty, detailing a day in the life on a ship. 

 

They will create character and setting descriptions based on 

the characters and settings detailed in the texts read. 

 

Children will research the life of Captain Cook and write a 

biography about him. 

 

Children will visit Stewart Park and write a recount based upon 

their experiences.  

 



 

 Rereading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are 

used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form. 

 Proofreading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation (for example, 

ends of sentences punctuated correctly). 

 Reading aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 

clear. 

Spelling: 

 Children should: 

 Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling 

many correctly. 

 Learn new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already 

known. 

 Learn some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones. 

 Learn to spell common exception words. 

 Learn to spell more words with contracted forms. 

 Learn the possessive apostrophe. 

 Distinguish between homophones and near homophones.  

 Add suffixes to spell longer words, including-ment, ness, ful, less, ly. 

 Apply the spelling rules that they have been taught. 

 Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher. 

 Handwriting: 

 Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 

 Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 

 Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case letters. 

 Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use of Spelling Shed scheme to introduce spellings. Spellings 
taught at least three times per week along with dictations and 
sent home for homework. Common exception words 
frequently pointed out in reading and writing and sent home 
for homework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily handwriting practise using “Twinkl” Cursive scheme. 



 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 

  Work Scientifically by: 

 Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways. 

 Observing closely, using simple equipment. 

 Performing simple tests. 

 Identifying and classifying. 

 Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. 

 Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. 

 

 Animals including humans : 

 Notice that animals, including humans have offspring which grow into adults. 

 Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals including humans for survival 

(water, food, air). 

 

 Living Things and their habitats: 

 Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead and things 

that have never been alive. 

 Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe 

how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and 

plants, and how they depend on each other. 

 Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats including micro-

habitats. 

 Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea 

of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food. 

 

 Scientist studied: Steve Backshall. 

The children will read the Emily Gravett book, “Meerkat Mail”. 

We will look at Sonny’s habitat and compare/contrast with the 

habitats of other animals. We will visit Kirkleatham Owl Centre 

where the children will have the opportunity to feed a 

Meerkat mob and ask questions about them.  The children will 

also be able to handle other animals such as ducks, snakes, 

parrots, bearded dragons etc. and discuss adaptations to 

environment and habitat. We will use this visit as a vehicle to 

teach the majority of the Science objectives through. 

Children will have the opportunity to write non-chronological 

reports about animals, including meerkats and will write a 

recount of their visit to the Owl Centre. 

 

Children will classify and answer questions about the habitats of 

mini-beasts in the woodland area. Completing tables and bar 

graphs to do so. Then, creating and answering questions based 

upon their data. 

 

Science week – Our Diverse Planet. 

Key Vocabulary 

Working Scientifically: question, answer, investigate, investigation, 
observe, observing, equipment, identify, classify, group, record, 
diagram, chart, gather, data, report, compare, describe 
Animals including humans: Offspring, reproduction, growth, child, 

young/old stages (examples - chick/hen, baby/child/adult, 

caterpillar/butterfly), exercise, heartbeat, breathing, hygiene, germs, 

disease, food types (examples – meat, fish, vegetables, bread, rice, 

pasta) 

Living Things and their habitats: Living, dead, never been alive, 
suited, suitable, basic needs, food, food chain, shelter, move, feed, 
names of local habitats e.g. pond, woodland etc., names of micro-
habitats e.g. under logs, in bushes etc. 
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 Geography – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 

 Pupils should be taught to: 
 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.  

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through comparing the local area to 

a non-European country. 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world in relation to the equator and North and South Poles. 

 

Children will learn about the world’s continents and oceans 

through the Captain Cook topic. They look at the route that 

Cook took on his voyages and the continents that he passed. 

They will also learn about the five oceans. They will study 

Australia and compare and contrast this non-European 

country to their own locality.  

 

 

 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Develop an awareness of the past using common words and phrases related to the 

passing of time—using every day historical terms. 

 Understand where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 

framework. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 

 Ask and answer questions using stories and other sources. 

 Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and the different 

ways it is represented. 

 Find out about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 

national and international achievements. 

 Learn about a significant historical event in their own locality. 

Pupils will visit the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum, 

at Stewart Park, to learn about the significance of 

Captain Cook’s life as an explorer and the impact that 

he had on our understanding and knowledge of the 

geographical world around us. Children will learn 

about the Endeavour and what life was like aboard a 

ship during the 18th century. Children will learn about 

Cook’s early life in the local area and have the 

opportunity to compare this to life now. 
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Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Cooking and Nutrition 
 

 Use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes. 

 Understand where food comes from. 
 

 

 

Pupils will taste food from around the world (including 

fruit from different regions). Looking at where it is 

grown/produced and how it gets to our tables. Pupils 

will design and make a fruit kebab. 

 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use drawing and painting to develop and share their ideas experiences and 

imagination. 

 Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, texture, 

pattern, line, shape form and space. 

 Learn about the work of artists to make links to their own work. 

 

 

Children will learn about the Aboriginal culture and their 

artwork. Children will have the opportunity to create a 

piece of artwork in the style adopted and represented 

by the Aborigines. They will be encouraged to think 

carefully about colour, line and pattern whilst 

completing their piece. 
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Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Understanding Technology/Programming. 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use Technology safely and respectfully. 

 Recognise common uses of Technology beyond school. 

 Understand what algorithms are. 

 Use logical reasoning to predict behaviour of simple programs. 

Children will use iPad’s to research information about 

Captain Cook. Children will use iPad’s and QR codes to 

research information about animals and their habitats. 

Using a floor mat, children will create a route for Bee-Bot to 

follow their instructions. Children will evaluate how well 

their instructions worked, whether the Bee-Bot did as 

predicted or would they need to improve their instructions.  

Children will be given a Bee-Bot that has been programed 

wrongly. They will be asked to find the answers to the 

following questions: How can they fix it? What was wrong? 

Introduce the term debug. Children will plan a program with 

a mistake. Can their partner find the mistake and debug it? 

Programs: Bee-Bot and Espresso. 

 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use their voice expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes. 

 Play un-tuned instruments musically. 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of music. 

. 

  

Opportunities to sing and play un-tuned musical instruments 

with Mrs Mounsey from Tees Valley Music Service. 

 

 

 

 



 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Gymnastics  

 Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching and begin 

to apply these to a range of activities. 

Tag Rugby/Invasion games  

 Participate in team games. 

 Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching and begin 

to apply these to a range of activities. 

Children will use different body parts to create a range of basic 

shapes. They will then move on to creating, performing and 

refining a basic gymnastics sequence. They will acquire 

different balances using patches and points and be able to 

evaluate the effectiveness/quality of balances that are 

performed. They will acquire and develop basic landing, rolling 

and jumping skills to include in their sequence. 

 Rugby unit to be delivered by P.E coach ‘What A Raquet’. 

 PSHE -National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Dreams and Goals (Spring 1)  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Choose a realistic goal and think about how to achieve it.  

 Identify successes and achievements and know how this makes them feel. 

 Identify learning strengths.  

 Work cooperatively with others to a successful end result. 

 Explain some of the ways they can work cooperatively. 

 How to share success with other people.  

Relationships (Spring 2)  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Accept that everyone’s family is different.  

 Understand that there are lots of forms of physical contact within a family, some of 

which is acceptable and some of which is not. 

 Use positive problem solving techniques to resolve conflict with friends. 

 Understand that sometimes it is okay to keep a secret, but other times it is not.  

 Recognise the people who can help and who can be trusted.  

 Express appreciation for people in their special relationships. 

 

 The Jigsaw programme will be used. Children will identify ways 

in which their friends are different to them and why they value 

this difference. Children will work cooperatively in a group to 

create an imaginary dream bird to live in the school’s, “Garden 

of Hopes and Dreams”. They will then have the opportunity to 

place their birds in the garden.  

Children will create a recipe for a happy home e.g. a pinch of 

love, a cup of laughter etc. Children will draw around their 

hands and label on each hand which touches are comforting 

and on the other hand which are not. Discussion around the 

fact that there are lots of ways of touching. Some are 

acceptable and some are not. Children will be taught that it is 

okay to speak up when they don’t like being touched in a 

certain way e.g. ‘Please stop hitting me, I don’t like that’. 

Children will work together to complete a ‘Mending Friendships 

Chart’. Children will talk about the people who they trust and 

why. They will consider how it feels when trust is broken. 

Children will discuss the meaning of the word compliment and 

create a class compliment bunting. Children will revisit Kid Safe 

lessons. 
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 R.E.  – Curriculum  Overview 

R.E. 

 Why is Moses important to Jews?  

 Pupils should be taught to: 
 Develop knowledge of Moses as one of the key figures in Judaism. 

 Talk about the feelings and emotions experienced by Moses when he was called to God 

to be a leader. 

 Become familiar with aspects and events of Moses’ life. 

 Recognise the Torah as a holy book for Jews. 

 Understand that the Torah teaches Jews how God wants them to live. 

Why is the Bible special to Christians? 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 To talk about own ideas of what ‘special’ means. 

 To be aware of the Bible as a special book for Christians.  

 To understand that the Bible is a sacred/holy book which forms the basis of the Christian 

faith. 

 To identify that the Bible is used by Christians in their life and worship. 

 To understand that religious ideas, beliefs and feelings can be expressed through the 

Bible.  

 To identify the significance of special texts both to themselves and to Christians. 

How do Christians celebrate Easter? 

Pupils should be taught: 

 To know the Easter story and begin to realise its significance for Christians.  

 To begin to identify and understand the symbolism of particular items. 

 To identify ways in which Christians celebrate Easter. 

 To know that Good Friday is the anniversary of the Crucifixion. 

 To describe how a paschal candle is used in the Easter vigil. 

 To compare and contrast the church on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
 

 Children will learn about and discuss the story of Moses. They 

will learn about the Torah and about the Ten Commandments. 

The children will have the opportunity to discuss the reasons 

for rules and how these help us to live daily life. They will look 

at the Ten Commandments in detail comparing them to the 

rules that we have in school and society. 

 

 

 

Children to bring in their own special books from home and 

discuss why these texts are special to them. Teacher to bring 

in a book that is special to him/her and the children to be 

encouraged to ask questions about why it is special. Think 

back to work on the Torah, what can we learn from Jews about 

how to treat special books? Give children a range of Bibles to 

look at and examine. Discussion about what the children have 

noticed or found interesting and questions they have. 

Questions to be written on post-it notes and discussed later. 

 

 

 

In English, the children will read the Easter story. They will 

write about the Easter Story. 

They will note the symbolism of particular items e.g. crucifix, 

Easter egg, chicks and lambs etc. 
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British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
Acceptance that people have 
different faiths and beliefs. 

Why do we need rules? 
What does ‘special’ mean? 
When is it OK to keep secrets and when 
should we tell? 

Kirkleatham Owl Centre 

Stewart Park. 

Meerkat Mail – Emily Gravett 

Nanny Twice 

Monty The Ship’s Rat 

What’s Their Story? Captain Cook 

The Easter Story 

The Bible. 

  

  

 


