
 

MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES                                              Year Group:  1                                         Spring Term. 
Ormesby Primary 

         A Perfect Pet/ 

        The Aliens Are Coming.                     
Key Words 

Geography – landmark, aerial photograph, key, map. 
RE- Easter, church, celebration, belonging, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, crucifix. 
Art – design, sculpture, materials, texture, colour names, collage, joining. 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading 
Word Reading 

 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words. 

 Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or 

groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, 

alternative sounds for graphemes. 

 Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing 

GPCs (grapheme-phoneme correspondence) that have been taught. 

 Read books aloud, accurately, that are consistent with their 

developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use 

other strategies to work out words. 

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word 

reading. 

 Daily differentiated Read Write Inc. sessions with a strong focus on 
decoding ‘alien words’.  

 

 Daily reading for pleasure session – discuss the stories and link to the 
children’s own experiences.  

 

 Daily common exception word recognition. 
 

 Julia Donaldson week- read lots of her stories and discuss the main 
characteristics. Find out about her life, look at rhyme, craft activities 
based on her books, book reviews, party with the children dressing up 
as a character from her book. 

 

 Pie Corbett story re-tell using “A squash and a Squeeze” by Julia 
Donaldson 

 



 Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word. 

 Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –

est endings. 

 Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs.  

Comprehension 

 Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already 

known. 

 Drawing on what they already know or on background information 

and vocabulary provided by the teacher. 

 Discussing the significance of the title and events. 

 Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and 

listening to what others say. 

 Becoming very familiar with key stories, retelling them and 

considering their particular characteristics (linked Julia Donaldson). 

 Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases (Julia Donaldson). 

 Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

predicting what might. 

 Twice a week class written comprehension with some differentiated 
individual comprehensions for more children linked to: 

Non-Fiction - Neil Armstrong, space and animals. 
Fiction - Julia Donaldson stories linked to the ‘A Perfect Pet’ topic using the 
books “The Snail and the Whale”, “Monkey Puzzle” and “The Ugly Five”. 
Prediction and inference activities linked to ‘The Aliens are Coming’ topic, 
based on “The Way Back Home” by Oliver Jeffers. Also using ‘Once Upon a 
Picture’ for discussions using prediction and inference skills. 
 
Familiarise the children to PIRA (Reading Assessment) style questions in 
simple written comprehensions.  
 
Three times a week fluency and individual readers sessions: 

 Reading words of more than one syllable.  

 Reading for understanding incorporating taught GPCs and –s, –es, –
ing, –ed, –er and –est endings. 

 

Writing 
Spelling  

 Words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught. 

 Name the letters of the alphabet. 

 Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include 
words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far. 

 Spell common exception words (scheme). 

 Add prefixes and suffixes. 

 Using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns 
and the third person singular marker for verbs. 

 

 Daily differentiated Phonics. 

 Spellings following weekly Spelling Shed scheme/dictations. 

 Pie Corbett Story telling – “A Squash and a Squeeze”. 

 Forming letters of the alphabet, following “Twinkl” cursive handwriting 

scheme.  

 Discrete SPAG lessons taught: Adding suffixes –ing, -ed, -er, and –est 

where no change is needed in the spelling of the root word.  



 Using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of 
root words (for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, 
quickest). 

 Using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the 
same sound. 
 

Composition  

 Saying out loud what they are going to write about. 

 Composing a sentence orally before writing it. 

 Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. 

 Read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and 
the teacher. 

 Sequencing sentences to form short narratives. 

 Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. 
 

  
Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

 Leaving spaces between words. 

 Beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop. 

 Using the personal pronoun ‘I’. 

 Joining words and joining clauses using ‘and’. 

 Question marks. 

 Exclamation marks. 

 Using a capital letter for names of people, places and the days of the 
week. 

 Adding suffixes –s or –es as a plural. 

 

 

 

 

Descriptions of aliens/animals linked to topic work – use of ‘and’ for joining 

words and clauses. 

Factual reports – related to animals. 

Writing question clues linked to animals e.g. Do you have fur? Do you have 

four legs? 

Teach use of exclamation marks. 

“Everybody Writes” - Letters to Aliens. 

Capital letters for names of places – linked to Geography. 

  



Maths – National Curriculum / Skills (cross curricular links) 
 

Overview 

 Begin to interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block 
diagrams and simple tables. 

 Begin to ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of 
objects in each category and sorting the categories by quantity. 

 Begin to ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing 
categorical data. 

 Describe position, direction and movement, including whole, half, quarter 
and three-quarter turns. 

Make graphs showing favourite animals and favourite pets (Science link). 

Recording the weather – graph/pictogram. 

 
Programme the Bee Bot to complete a circuit. 
Which way will it be facing after completing a full, half or quarter turn? (ICT 
link) 

Science – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Key Vocabulary: 
Seasonal Changes: Weather (sunny, rainy, windy, snowy etc.), seasons (winter, summer, spring, autumn), sun, sunrise, sunset, day length. 

Animals: Head, body, eyes, ears, mouth, teeth, leg, tail, wing, claw, fin, scales, feathers, fur, beak, paws, hooves. A range of animals in each group - Fish, 
Reptiles, Mammals, Birds, Amphibians e.g. name specific birds and fish. Introduce - herbivore, carnivore, omnivore. 

Ongoing Study 

 Observe changes across the four seasons. 

 Observe and describe weather associated with seasons and how the 

day length varies. 

 Identify plants and animals that are present at different times of the 

year. 
 

Animals 

 Identify and name animals including fish, amphibian, reptiles, birds 
and mammals. 

 Identify and name animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 

Seasonal Changes 
Observe changes over time by continuing to study a tree in the school 
grounds as a class. Revise the main features of the tree.  Make an 
observational drawing of the tree (this will be repeated in each season).  
Talk about how it has changed since we last looked closely at it.  
Daily weather observations will be recorded by the class and the data used 
to make simple graphs. 
Have an interactive Spring display in the class.  
 
Animals 
Pets 
Create a graph about the children’s pets. 



omnivores. 

 Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals. 

 Classify animals according to their type, structure and what they eat. 

Scientists Studied 

 Jane Goodall and Virginia McKenna. 

 

Working Scientifically 

 Observe closely similarities and differences, using simple equipment. 

 Identifying and classifying.  

 Gathering and recording data. 

 Ask simple questions and recognise they can be answered in different 
ways. 

 
 

Collect photographs of the children’s pets. Can they sort the photos into 
groups? Can they discuss why they put them into those groups? 
Talk about things that are the same and different about the animals. 
Draw and label a picture of their pet including all the main features.  
Encourage the children to ask each other questions about their pets, e.g. 
Does your pet have a beak? Does it have legs? Are all the legs the same 
length? Does it have wings, toes or horns? 
Write a fact card about their pet to give to other people (in science book). 
 
Our Diverse Planet. 
Use resources from WWF and Netflix. 
Find out about different animals from around the world. Think about where 
they live and the problems that they face in our modern World. E.g. polar 
bears and the ice caps, orangutans and the rain forest, gorillas and the 
mountain forests and pangolins.  
 
Carnivores, Herbivores and Omnivores. 
Look at a variety of animals. Discuss if they would all make good pets. Can 
the children give reasons why or why not? 
Sort pictures of different animals. Can the children explain how they have 
sorted them? 
Discuss the diets of different animals and introduce the terms carnivore, 
herbivore and omnivore. 
Look at the main features of the different categories e.g. teeth, claws, jaws 
and eyes. Compare the structure of a carnivore and herbivore e.g. a fox and 
a rabbit.  
Re-sort the animals thinking about what they eat. Introduce Venn diagrams 
and discuss where herbivores would go. 
Mammals, Reptiles, Amphibians, Birds and Fish 
Look at an example of a mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird and fish. Talk 



about what is the same and what is different about them.  
Learn about the main characteristics of mammals, reptiles, amphibians, 
birds and fish. 
Label drawings to demonstrate their understanding. 
Create an imaginary animal from collage materials (Art link). The child/ 
group has to decide if it is going to be a carnivore, herbivore or omnivore 
and what characteristics they will need to include to show this. They will 
also need to decide if it is a mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird or fish.  
 
Guess the animal 
The children ask questions where the answer can be yes or no. Can they 
guess the animal? 
 
Science Week 
This is confirmed each January. 

  



History – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Study the life of a significant individual from the past and events 
beyond living memory of national significance. 

 Know where the people and events they study are in a chronological 
timeline.

Neil Armstrong, the first moon landing and modern day cosmonauts. 
Introduce visual timeline with events from the past that have 
previously been taught, Neil Armstrong and the present day. 
Linked to our school’s house groups – Martin Luther King Jr. 

Geography – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary. 

 Use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks. 

 Devise a simple map and key. 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography 
of their school and grounds. 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom. 

Link to Aliens topic: 
Globes and Google Earth to zoom in on British Isles and identify 
countries. Identify Middlesbrough on the UK map. 
What is a landmark? 
Look at aerial views of local landmarks and discuss those that are 
familiar to them. Matched landmarks to cities of the UK. 
Look at aerial views of school and surrounding area. 
Make simple maps of school surroundings, introducing the idea of a 
key to help aliens find treasure (treasure hunt using a simple map). 

  



Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Design 

 Generate, develop and communicate their ideas through talking, 
drawing and, where appropriate, ICT. 

Make 

 Select from a range of equipment to perform practical tasks. 
Evaluate 

 Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria. 

 Explore and evaluate a range of existing products. 
Technical Knowledge  

 Explore and use mechanisms e.g. levers, sliders, wheels and axles, in 
their products. 

 Build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and 
more stable. 

Design and make a space vehicle for the aliens, choosing from a range 
of materials. Use ICT skills and paint app/program to develop this 
design.  
Evaluate how well their approach worked and identify how this could 
be improved. 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Use skills and materials to make observational drawings. 

 To use drawing and painting to develop and share ideas, experiences 
and imagination. 

 

Use skills and materials to create observational drawings. 
Study the form of different animals and make detailed observational 
drawings, building on the skills learned in autumn. 
Experiment with line, shape, form and shading to create different 
effects. 
Use the drawing, painting and collage skills developed in autumn to 
create imaginative animals (A Perfect Pet). Use knowledge of the 
features of animals (Science) to design their imaginative creature. 
Explore how materials can be combined within one piece of work.  

  



 

Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Programming 

 Understand algorithms. 

 Create and debug simple programs. 

 Use logical reasoning. 

E-safety 

 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal private; identify 
where to go for help when they have concerns. 

 Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and 
retrieve digital content. 

To understand what we mean by an instruction and link this to 
understanding algorithms.  
Compose oral instructions – blindfold games to locate objects and develop 
instructions to make a simple craft or play a game. 
Accurately follow simple instructions given by a friend or adult, using only 
the information given. Consider how the accuracy of our instructions 
affects the outcome (link to map work in Geography). 
Direct a spaceship to local landmarks on the floor map. 

  Espresso. 
Scratch on iPads. 
Linked to position and direction in Maths. 
E-Safety Day – age appropriate discussions and clips. 

Take photographs of a tree in each season, store the photographs in a 
named file. Retrieve the photographs to study in Science.    

 

  



Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use their voice expressively and creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes. 

 Play un-tuned instruments musically. 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of music. 

 Experiment with sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Charanga: Round and Round (Bossa Nova and Jazz). 

Play un-tuned percussion instruments to accompany the song Round and 

Round by Joanna Mangona. 

Play the games/challenges 

 Find the pulse, use your imagination. Choose an animal and find the 

pulse. 

 Listen to the rhythm and clap back. 

 It’s your turn. 

 Listen and sing back with added vocal warm-ups. Use your voices to 

copy back this time. Use ‘La’ when you are singing back. 

 Listen, sing back and some different vocal warm-ups. Use your voices 

to copy back using ‘La’. 

 Play Instruments with the Song: With or Without Notation. 

 Improvise with the Song: Using your Voices and Instruments. 

 Perform and share. 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Master basic movements to develop balance, agility and co-ordination 

and begin to apply these to a range of activities. 

 Participate in team games. 

 Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and 
catching and begin to apply these to a range of activities. 

Gymnastics - Coach 
Invasion Games – Spring 1. 
Build on skills from Autumn Term – Throwing and catching a ball, receiving a 
ball and aiming (passing to a partner). Begin to pass and move into space.  
Play basic versions of Mat Ball, Guard the Pin and Crossover. 
Pirate game – taking items from another team to increase their team’s score.  
 



PSHE– National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Dreams and Goals (Spring 1) 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 Set simple goals. 

 Stay motivated when doing something challenging. 

 Keep trying even when it is difficult. 

 Work well with a partner or group. 

 Have a positive attitude. 

 Help others achieve their goals. 

 Work hard to achieve their own dreams and goals. 

Relationships (Spring 2) 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 Recognise that we all belong to families and families can be different. 

 Know how to make friends and what a good friend means to them. 

 Know appropriate ways to greet people and what is inappropriate 

physical contact. 

 Know who can help them in the school community. 

 Recognise their qualities as a person and a friend. 

 Know and show what makes a good relationship. 

Follow Jigsaw Scheme for “Dreams and Goals”  

 I can identify my successes and achievements. 

 I can tell you how I learn best. 

 I can celebrate achievement with my partner. 

 I can identify how I feel when I am faced with a new challenge. 

 I know how I feel when I see obstacles and how I feel when I 
overcome them. 

 I know how to store the feelings of success in my internal treasure 
chest. 

 
 
Follow Jigsaw Scheme for ‘Relationships’ – Story ‘Have You Filled a Bucket 
Today?’ by Carol McCloud 

 I know how it feels to belong to a family and care about the people 
who are important to me. 

 I know how to be a good friend. 

 I can recognise which forms of physical contact are acceptable and 
unacceptable to me. 

 I know when I need help and know how to ask for it. 

 I know ways to praise myself. 

 I can express how I feel about someone who is special to me. 

  



RE – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Why is Jesus special to Christians? 

 The children consider who the special people in their own lives are. 

 Understand that Jesus was a special friend to others and helped and 
cared for them. 

 Understand that Christians believe that Jesus was a special teacher. 
What does it mean to belong in Christianity? 

 To begin to understand that people belong to the Church and are 
welcomed through special ceremonies. 

 To begin to explore other secular world views and how children are 
welcomed into the family. 

 Why is Easter special to Christians? 

 To retell some aspects of the Easter Story. 

 To recognise some religious symbols and words. 

 To identify aspects of their own experience. 

Discuss with children the special people in their own lives - parents, teachers, 
friends etc. Talk about Jesus helping and caring for others. Share stories that 
show this, such as the story of “The Blind Beggar”. Jesus taught people about 
God by telling them stories. Share with children the “Parable of the Lost 
Coin”. 
Develop understanding of Christian Church ceremonies, such as Christenings 
and Marriage. Visit to St. Cuthbert’s Church/ Vicar to visit school.  
Reflecting on own experiences and range of family traditions within the class.  
 
Read the Easter story from the children’s Bible. 
Talk about religious symbols related to Easter, such as the cross, Easter eggs 
and palm crosses. 
How do the children celebrate Easter with their families?  
Make Easter cards. 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

An acceptance that other 
people are free to choose 
different faiths/beliefs and 
this is protected in law. 

Links to PSHE – What makes a good 
friend? Who am I and how am I unique?  
How do our families celebrate special 
times? 
Links to Science – Our Diverse Planet. 
Consequences of human actions on the 
habitats of animals 
Famous person in history - Martin Luther 
King Jr. Age appropriate discussion 
about Civil Rights and equality. 

Ormesby Woods. 
Visit to school from Kirkleatham Owl 
Centre or Animal Story, so children 
can interact and learn about 
animals. 
St Cuthbert’s Church/ Visit from 
Vicar. 

 

Fiction – The Aliens Are Coming, 
Aliens love Underpants, The Way 
Back Home. 
Julia Donaldson (Key Author) Linked 
to ‘A Perfect Pet’ – Snail and the 
Whale, Monkey Puzzle, The Ugly Five 
and A Squash and a Squeeze. 
Elmer 
Have You Filled a Bucket Today? 

 
 


