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Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 Remembers and talks about significant 
and special times with family or friends. 

 Can talk about some of the things that 
they have observed, such as plants, 
animals, natural and found objects. 

 
 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 

 Explores colours and how colours can be 
changed. 

 Understand that they can use lines to 
enclose a space and then begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

 Creates simple representations of events, 
people and objects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic language/vocabulary taught: 
Animals: Fish, starfish, shark, dolphin, 
whale, seaweed, sea, octopus, cow, sheep, 
horse, dog, hen, pig, goose, farmer, 
tractor, snake, monkey and gorilla. 
Celebrations: 
Bonfire Night, fireworks and bonfire. 
Christmas: Jesus, Mary, donkey, and wise 
men. 
Hands on learning opportunities: 

 Children will produce bonfire 
pictures using different techniques. 

 Children will have sensory 
experience by mixing colours with 
their fingers to produce bonfire 
pictures. 

 Children will explore a range of 
materials and media to produce 
Christmas crafts. 

 Children will take part in the 
Christmas nativity play. 

 Children will use forest school 
techniques to explore stories 
around animals.  

 Children will play in a vet’s role play 
area to develop their 
understanding/use of animal 
vocabulary. 

 

Through the outdoor and indoor environments children 
will have opportunity to: 

 Listen to and join in retelling a wide range of 
stories based on animals in different habitats, 
e.g. sea, jungle, farm. 

 Areas will be set up to allow independent and 
child led exploration of different animals and 
their habitats – small world farm, under the sea, 
jungle, water area will be set up with sea 
animals. 

 Name animals in the vet’s area. 

 Explore well known celebrations (Bonfire Night 
and Christmas) through a range of adult led and 
child led craft activities, drama and 
conversations. 

 Re-tell stories using props, puppets and masks. 

 Develop their skills in the prime areas using the 
theme as a stimulus e.g. joining in discussions 
about animals, playing animals pairs. 

 Learn new songs for the Christmas performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Reading 

 Show an interest in print and 
illustrations. 

 Joins in with repeated refrains and 
rhymes in stories. 

 Listens to stories with increasing 
attention and recall. 

 Handles books carefully, the correct way 
up and turns pages. 

 
 
 
 
 
Writing 

 Gives some meaning to marks as they 
draw. 

 Begin to form the initial letter and other 
letters of their name. 

 Copy shapes, letters and pictures. 

 Uses tweezers, pincers and threading 
equipment with increasing control and 
confidence. 

 
 
 
Mathematics 

 Recites numbers to ten. 

 Knows that numbers identify how many 
objects are in a set. 

 Beginning to represent numbers using 
fingers. 

 Shows an interest in shapes by playing 
with shapes or making arrangements. 

 
 
 
 

Children will be able to: 
 Explore stories in small-groups and 

1:1, answering basic questions and 
discussing illustrations. 

 They will look at illustrations 
independently and begin to retell 
stories using the pictures as 
prompts. They will turn pages one 
at a time.  

 Listen to stories, once familiar with 
them, join in with repeated refrains 
as a class and begin to retell the 
story with props. 
 

 Draw pictures for their own 
purposes and talk about their 
illustrations. 

 Copy letters and shapes in different 
materials, e.g. shaving foam, glitter. 

 Begin to label their work with an 
initial letter. 

 Use resources in the ‘Funky fingers’ 
area. 

 
 

 
 Join in with class counting to 10. 
 Help to count different objects as a 

class. 
 During class input represent 

numbers on fingers to 5 during 
number rhymes. 

 Organise shapes to make pictures.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Stories around our theme and ‘stories of the 
week’ will be used. These stories will be available 
for children to look at independently. 

 Tuff trays will include resources from stories to 
encourage independent retell of stories. 

 Time will be given for adults to be in the reading 
area with children to explore stories. 

 Stories of the week will be revisited regularly 
each week to allow children to join in with 
repeated refrains. 
 
 

 
 

 Different writing materials will be available for 
children to explore mark making. 

 ‘Our Gallery’ will be used to celebrate mark 
making activities. 

 Children will be exposed to different materials to 
explore making shapes and letters in which can 
then be accessed independently. 

 Regular opportunities to explore letters from 
their own name. 

 Funky fingers area changed regularly with 
resources to strengthen fine motor skills. 

 

 Daily counting before home time. 

 Objects in the number area for children to count. 

 Daily opportunity for children to use fingers to 
represent numbers. 

 Daily number rhymes.  

 Opportunities linked to festivals to arrange 
shapes e.g. making rockets from a square and a 
triangle to represent firework, some children will 
begin to name the shapes. 

 
 
 



Communication and Language 

 Listen to stories in small groups. 

 Join in with repeated refrains. 

 Anticipate key events in stories. 

 Re-tell parts of stories. 

 Beginning to understand why and how 
questions. 

 Listen and respond to ideas expressed by 
others in conversations. 

 Understand some shape and colour 
words. 

 Can retell a simple past event in correct 
order. 

 Use talk to connect ideas and 
recall/relive past experiences. 

 Builds up vocabulary that reflects the 
breath of their experiences. 

 
 
 
 
Physical  

 Alongside building on skills from last half 
term: 

 Can catch a large ball. 

 Draw lines and circles using gross motor 
movements. 

 Understand that knives have to be used 
carefully. 

 Understand that tools and equipment 
have to be used safely. 

 Wash and dry hands.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Listen to a range of stories and 
discuss the story line. 

 Once familiar with stories, 
anticipate what will happen next. 

 Retell stories in a simplified 
manner. 

 Answer basic questions on a text. 
 Use some basic shape and colour 

names when producing firework 
pictures. 

 Talk about their experiences on 
Bonfire Night and Christmas 
preparations. 

 Use vocabulary around bonfire 
night from their own experiences, 
e.g. firework, sparkler. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Throw and catch a large ball with 
an adult. 

 Use large movements confidently, 
for instance using ribbons to 
produce large movements. 

 Use knives with care to spread and 
cut. 

 Talk about ways to stay safe when 
using knives and how to use them 
appropriately. 

 Talk about how to use tools safely. 
 Wash and dry their hands 

independently. They will know why 
we wash our hands and talk about 
germs. Children will be aware of 
when we need to wash our hands 

 Tuff trays with resources from the ‘story of the 
week’ to retell in their own way. 

 Adults to retell stories outside and children to 
perform actions/join in with repeated refrains 
alongside the story. 

 Use Rex Retriever (Pawsome Gang Scheme) to 
encourage the children to answer basic 
questions from the story in small groups and 
class time. 

 Have 2D shapes in the Maths area to allow 
children to produce their own 
representations/pictures. 

 Have 2D shapes in the creative area for children 
to arrange to make pictures/patterns. 

 Small group circle time to enable children to talk 
about their own experiences on Bonfire 
night/Christmas preparations. 

 Bonfire and Christmas tuff trays for children to 
reflect their own experiences in.  

 A Santa’s grotto role-play area will allow children 
to explore Christmas in their own play. 
 

 Regular opportunity during outdoor provision to 
throw and catch with an adult. 

 Balls of different sizes to be available for children 
to throw and catch during play. 

 Ribbons will be used with music, including Write 
Dance techniques, to encourage confident 
movement. 

 Large rolls of paper will be used for children to 
mark make on using large movements. 

 Large brushes and water outside for children to 
use large movements to ‘paint’ the shed. 

 Children will use toy animals to make footprints 
and cars to make trails using larger movements. 

 Children will make a sandwich – spreading butter 
on bread, chopping fillings and cutting the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Social Emotional Development  

 Welcomes and values praise for what 
they have done. 

 Enjoys the responsibility of carrying out 
tasks. 

 Confident to talk to other people when 
playing and will communicate freely 
about home and community. 

 Shows confidence in asking for help. 

 Takes turns. 

 Begin to accept the needs of others. 

 Can usually adapt behaviour to different 
events. 

 Keeps play going by responding to what 
others are saying or doing. 

 Demonstrates friendly behaviour by 
initiating conversations and forming good 
relationships with peers and adults.  

 
 

and do so appropriately.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Enjoy taking part in activities and 
feel proud when they complete 
activities. 

 Celebrate together achievements. 
 Join in conversations. Class time 

and circle time when discussing 
special events.  

 Ask for help when it is needed and 
understand that this is okay.  

 Take turns in the areas and show 
ability to wait for their turn.  

 Be aware of other and their 
feelings and demonstrate friendly 
behaviour to their peers. 

 Adapt to change in situations, e.g. 
rehearsing for the play in the hall, 
playing outside with a louder voice. 

 Begin to give a storyline to play and 
respond to their peers and adults 
to keep play going in the different 
areas. 

 Initiate conversations with peers 
and familiar adults during play.  

sandwich into halves and quarters.  

 Dolls in the bath for children to clean – discuss 
germs and how we clean with soap and water in 
the area. 

 Washing up bowls with soap and water for 
children to practise. 

 Glitter used to represent how germs are on our 
hands. 

 Daily reinforcement when children visit the toilet 
about washing hands.  

 
 

 Stickers, smiley faces and stamps for 
achievements. 

 Celebration assemblies. 

 “Marvellous Me” messages to parents. 

 Regular small group circle time around familiar 
topics to encourage children to join in.  

 Opportunities to play games that require turn 
taking e.g. pairs, board games, using a parachute 
to initiate turn taking.  

 Adults in the areas modelling taking turns. 

 Discussing feelings as events happen in the 
classroom to allow children reflect on each 
other’s feelings. 

 Discussions about indoor voices and indoor rules 
and outdoor rules. 

 Opportunity outside and inside to role play story 
of the week and situations in the home 
area/vets. Tuff trays will also be set up with 
chance for adults to be involved and child 
initiated.  

 Children to be given opportunity in smaller 
groups outside to explore role play with an adult 
using child led interest. Have props available to 
initiate thinking and imagination.  

 
 



 
 



 


