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       Nursery rhymes/Autumn.  
 
 
 

Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 

The World  

 Comments and talks about aspects 
of the natural world. 

 Can talk about some things that they 
have observed, such as plants, 
weather and animals. 

 Develop an understanding of 
growth, decay and changes over 
time. 

 
 
 

Reading  

 Sings favourite rhymes and songs. 

 Joins in with actions, imitating the 
adult. 

 Fills in missing rhyme in a song. 

 Requests a favourite story/song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic language/vocabulary taught: 
 

Hot, cold, warm, windy, sunny, chilly, 
snowy (reinforced throughout the year). 
Body parts - eyes, ears, mouth, nose, head, 
shoulders, knees, toes, fingers, hands, 
neck, legs, arms and head. 
Autumn, leaves, colour, conker, acorn and 
horse chestnut. 

 
 

 Hands on learning opportunities: 
 Children will explore different 

materials and media to explore the 
content/themes of nursery rhymes. 

 Children will explore different 
musical instruments and body 
movements. 

 Children will use stick puppets, 
puppets and masks to join in with 
nursery rhymes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

In the outdoor and indoor environments children will 
have the opportunity to: 

 Listen to and join in a wide range of nursery 
rhymes based on different themes (animals, 
action rhymes, body parts, number rhymes). 

 Explore environments linked to nursery rhyme 
themes, such as small world farms, animals in 
the water, making spiders in the playdough. 

 Build a repertoire of nursery rhymes and 
number songs.  

 Explore and name their own body parts. 

 Develop their skills in the prime areas through 
adult led and child-initiated activities. 

 Develop everyday language in the provision 
areas and their resources. 

 Discuss the weather through daily class 
conversations. 

 Use natural objects to produce simple 
arrangements. 

 Use natural objects to make props, such as stick 
wands, mud pies. 

 To read stories about autumn, including around 
theme of hedgehogs, including non-fiction and 
fiction and learn simple rhymes. 

 Explore and make autumnal colours with paint. 

 Make leaf prints. 
 

 



Mathematics 

 Listens to and enjoys counting 
rhymes and songs. 

 Recites some number names in 
sequence. 

 Understands talk about immediate 
past and future, e.g. soon, later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Understanding the World (technology) 

 Shows an interest in technological 
toys or real objects such as cameras 
and phones. 

 Shows skills in making toys work, 
e.g. pressing buttons.  

 
 
 
Expressive Arts and Design  

 Enjoys joining in with dancing and 
ring games. 

 Sings a few familiar songs. 

 Initiates movement to music. 

 Engages in imaginative role-play 
based on first-hand experiences. 

 Builds stories around toys.  

 Explore using different materials to 
represent events. 

 
 
 

 Children will use the outdoor area, 
props and materials to perform 
nursery rhymes. 

 Children will go on a nature hunt to 
find autumnal objects. 

 Children will use natural found 
objects (autumnal items e.g. 
conkers) to produce artwork. 

 Children will observe changes to 
our Foundation Stage tree. 

 Children will recite numbers 
together in different scenarios, e.g. 
in number rhymes, counting out 
snack. 

Children will be able to: 
 Explore different technology within 

familiar contexts, for instance 
playing with telephones in the 
home area. 

 Press buttons on familiar items to 
cause different things to happen. 

 
 

 Use their imagination to keep role-
play going within a familiar context. 

 Join in with rhymes and actions. 
 Use the environment, e.g. small 

world areas, to build stories around 
toys. 

 Make up their own movements in 
response to music. 
 

 
 
 

 

 Explore number rhyme props. 

 Explore and be familiar with autumnal natural 
objects. 

 Be able to recognise seasonal changes. 

 To gain familiarity in reciting numbers. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The home area will have opportunities to 
explore different technology, e.g. phones, 
lamps, remote controls and food mixers. 

 Children will explore books with buttons to 
press to achieve desired sounds.  

 Children will help with the CD player when 
performing and dancing to music. 

 

 Children will explore materials and colours to 
produce artwork, for instance produce different 
animals from our rhymes. 

 Children will learn a range of ring games and 
parachute games in our outdoor area. 

 Children will make a stage from the outdoor 
blocks and explore performing songs. 

 Familiar songs and child-chosen songs used for 
children to initiate movement. 

 Children will produce arrangements with 
natural items (leaves, conkers, acorns). 

 Children will leaf print and explore autumnal 
colours. 



Prime areas (running throughout the 
topics) 
Communication and Language 

 Shows an interest in play with 
sounds, songs and rhymes. 

 Listens to stories and rhymes with 
increasing attention and recall. 

 Developing understanding of simple 
concepts. 

 Learns new words and is rapidly able 
to use them in communicating. 

 
 
 
 
 

Personal Social Emotional Development 

 Separates from their main carer 
with support and encouragement. 

 Can select and use activities and 
resources with help. 

 Enjoys make believe alone and with 
other children. 

 Shows understanding and 
cooperates with some boundaries 
and routines. 

 Happy to be part of a group and play 
together and share experiences with 
adults. 

 
 

Physical Development 
 

 Moves freely with pleasure and 
confidence in a range of ways. 

 Runs skilfully and negotiates space 

 Explore instruments and songs, 
choosing their favourite rhymes. 

 Use new language learned through 
rhymes and class inputs within the 
areas and when singing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Children will begin to come to 
school confidently and happily. 

 Begin to join in with simple role 
play situations using other children 
and adult’s prompt. 

 Know and begin to follow basic 
class rules, including why we use 
time out and understand the 
expectations. 

 Play with a range of children and 
familiar adults in different 
situations. 

 
 
 

 Use different movements in games 
and activities appropriately, gaining 
confidence in using different 
movements. 

 The extended provision will focus on familiar 
areas, such as a role-play shop and home 
corner to enable children to use language in a 
familiar setting. 

 Regular time given for adults to engage in play 
within the areas to extend children’s 
vocabulary. 

 Regular circle time in small groups will be used 
to model language and enable children to join 
in using new language. 

 Classroom provisions will give children 
opportunity to use new language. 

 Derbyshire assessment used to address 
children who require additional support. 

 BLAST intervention. 
 
 

 Familiar resources will be available whilst 
children settle in and to allow them to initiate 
play confidently. 

 New resources will gradually be introduced. 

 The home area and shop will be familiar for 
children to role play in using familiar language. 

 Time out will be introduced when needed and 
praise used appropriately to demonstrate 
friendly behaviours and class rules. 

 Children will be encouraged to play with a 
range of peers. Adults will be used to model 
play and support children in their play. 

 Adults will model how to build upon play in a 
group and work with children regularly. 

 

Children will have access to: 
 

 Obstacle courses will be set up regularly. 

 Climbing frames. 



successfully. 

 Gains more bowel and bladder 
control and can attend to toileting 
needs most of the time themselves. 

 Dresses with help and begins to put 
their coat on independently. 

 Engages in activities to increase 
their gross and fine motor skills. 

 
 
 
 

 Use the toilet independently. 
Children will pull their clothes up 
independently and flush the chain. 

 Children will attempt to put their 
coat on independently. Children 
will learn techniques to support 
them with this.  

 Explore different ways to mark 
make, including pens, pencils and 
paint. 

 Join in with playdough, threading 
and peg board activities. 

 Gross motor movements, such as 
movements with ribbons with 
some flexibility. 

 
 

 
 

 Balancing activities using crates and wood. 

 Balance boards. 

 Adult led games.  

 Toileting intervention for children who require 
additional support or who are not yet toilet 
trained. 

 Daily intervention with coats before children 
access the outdoor provision. 

 Outdoor and indoor mark making provisions 
including pens, pencils, shaving foam, paint, 
glitter and sand. 

 Provision areas regularly adapted including a 
‘funky fingers’ area including threading, peg 
boards, playdough – rolling, squashing, 
squeezing, activities to encourage the pincer 
movement.  

 Write Dance scheme. 
 Hammering and turning screws.  

 


