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Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 

Understanding the World 

 Remember and talk about 
significant events in their own 
experiences. 

 Recognise and describe special 
times with their families. 

 Enjoy playing with small world 
activities. 

 Turn on and off technology. 

 Knows how to operate simple 
equipment. 

 Begin to operate buttons and dials 
and understands the result of their 
actions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expressive arts and design 

 Explore how sounds can be changed 

 Understand that they can use lines 

Topic language: 
Once upon a time, happily ever after. 
 
Hands on learning opportunities: 

 Children will have the opportunity 
to talk about their Christmas 
experiences and special times with 
their families. 

 Children will have a range of small 
world toys linked to the traditional 
tales explored to allow them to 
retell stories and make up their 
own stories with familiar language. 

 Children will have the chance to 
use iPads to take photos and make 
short videos when retelling stories. 

 Children will use the Interactive 
Board to draw pictures by selecting 
different tools. 

 Children will turn iPads on and off. 
 
 

 
 

 Children will explore and name 
different materials and their 
textures. 

Throughout the indoor and outdoor environments 
children will have opportunity to: 

 Talk about and use mark-making to represent 
their ideas and thoughts about the special 
times that they have had throughout the 
festive season. 

 The craft area will give children regular 
opportunity to explore different tools and ways 
to represent objects. 

 Adult-led activities will introduce new skills to 
support children in representing objects, for 
instance re-enforcing correct pencil grip, 
modelling mark-making. 

 Daily phonics activities will encourage children 
to explore sounds using a range of musical 
instruments. This will include copying basic 
rhythms, changing volume and recognising the 
sounds that different instruments make. 

 Children have regular access to technological 
toys and equipment. This will be used alongside 
the topic to make it meaningful, for example 
recording retelling of stories on the iPad, 
pressing play on the CD during phonics. 

 
 
 
 

 



to enclose a space and use shapes to 
represent objects 

 Engage in imaginative role-play 
based on own first-hand 
experiences. 

 Build stories around toys. 

 Begin to use available resources to 
make their own props to support 
their play. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 

 Repeat phrases from a familiar tale. 

 Know that print carries meaning and 
in English is read from left to right. 

 Begin to be aware of the ways that 
stories are structured. 

 Join in retelling stories when 
supported by an adult. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children will explore how they can 
make their voices different 
volumes when retelling familiar 
tales and when being different 
characters. 

 Children will have opportunities to 
make different crafts linked to the 
characters within our traditional 
tales. They will have chance to take 
part in adult-led and child-led crafts 
to represent characters in stories. 

 Children will make props from the 
stories, e.g. build houses from different 
materials, construct vertically and 
horizontally. 

 Children will have puppets, masks 
and toys available to support their 
play. 

 
Children will: 

 Become very familiar with a range 
of traditional tales (a new tale each 
week) and begin to join in with 
repeated phrases in small groups. 

 Begin to realise (following teacher 
modelling) that print carries 
meaning and that the adult is 
reading from left to right. 

 Be familiar with traditional stories 
having a beginning, middle and 
ending and familiar language that 
labels this, e.g. Once upon a time, 
happily ever after. 

 Have many opportunities to retell 
stories, such as in small groups, as 
a class and during child-initiated 
time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tuff trays set up with scenes from the 
‘traditional tale of the week’ for children to 
retell, change stories and explore the 
characters. 

 Puppets, stick puppets and masks available to 
support children’s play. 

 Daily story time with chance to join in with 
familiar phrases and building up to retell 
stories. 

 Activities linked to stories to widen children’s 
understanding of the characters and structure. 

 Resources and copies of the stories will be 
available for children to look at independently. 

 Time within child-initiated play to read in small 
groups and 1:1. 

 
 
 



Writing 

 Use pincers, tweezers and threading 
equipment with increasing control 
and confidence. 

 Copy shapes, letters and pictures. 

 Begin to grip using the 5 fingers grip 
or preferably 2 fingers and thumb. 

 Give meaning to marks as they 
draw. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number/Shape, Space and Measures. 

 Begin to recite numbers in order to 
10. 

 Be aware that numbers identify 
how many objects are in a set. 

 Begin to match some numerals and 
quantity correctly. 

 
 
 
 
 

Children will: 
 Have the opportunity to thread, 

tweeze and use their pincer grips 
during independent and adult led 
activities. Regular fine motor 
activities will be linked to 
traditional tales. 

 Children will copy letters, shapes 
and pictures at their own individual 
level using a range of different 
tools and resources, e.g. shaving 
foam, glitter, pens.  

 Gross motor interventions will be 
used to support children in 
developing skills needed to write, 
e.g. Squiggle while you wriggle. 

 Children will be encouraged to hold 
their pen correctly during 
independent and adult led 
activities at their level. 

 Opportunities to mark make with 
meaning will be used in role play 
cafes. Children will also be 
provided with different resources 
to mark make independently. 

 
 Children will learn about a number 

a week with number areas and 
activities linked to this. 

 Children will see numbers 
represented in different ways and 
in different scenarios. 

 Children will have opportunities to 
use different resources, including 
natural and man-made, to develop 
their number skills.  

 Children will count as a class, in 

 Funky finger areas will change weekly to 
support these different skills. 

 Adult led opportunities to develop fine motor 
skills using familiar stories, e.g. making 
gingerbread men. 

 Opportunities to write to different characters 
from the stories. 

 Daily opportunity and praise for mark making 
activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children will watch an episode each week of 
“Numberblocks”. The number area will be 
related to the number of the week giving 
children opportunity to explore the number in 
more detail, this will continue up to number 10. 

 NCETM Powerpoints will be used to support 
learning and enabling environment suggestions 
used. For example, children will do 1 pink 
stamp, 1 purple stamp, 1 orange stamp.  
Children will have cups with numbers on and do 
magic maths – which number is the ball 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Physical Social Emotional Development. 

 Enjoy make believe alone and with 
others. 

 Communicate freely when playing 
and about their own home and 
community. 

 Select and uses resources with help 

 Know how to behave in specific 
situations, e.g. when outside. 

 Be able to play in a group, sharing 
and extending ideas to build up a 
role play. 

 Form good relationships with peers 
and adults. 

 Be happy to play in a group. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

real life situations, with the support 
of an adult to match a numeral to a 
visual representation. 

 
 
 
 

 Children will role play traditional 
tales in different situations. 

 Children will have the opportunity 
to discuss their own home 
experiences. For instance, when 
making gingerbread men, children 
will talk about favourite foods and 
their experience of baking. 

 Children will have different 
resources available weekly, some 
new and some familiar, to allow 
them to gain confidence in 
selecting and using resources. 

 Children will have daily indoor and 
outdoor provision and will be made 
aware of different rules and 
expectations inside and outside. 

 Children will build up role play 
situations with adults and in small 
groups to develop their experience 
and understanding. Adults will 
model extending ideas and using 
props to support this. 

 Children will work with different 
peers to develop their relationships 
with different adults and members 
of the class 

 Children will discuss emotions and 
how they are feeling linked to the 
stories, for example drawing 

underneath? 

 Children will also take part in adult led 
intervention groups at their level to support 
their current level of mathematical 
development. 

 
Children will: 

 Have tuff trays set up to match current 
traditional tales for children to retell and build 
up their own role play. 

 Masks and puppets will be available. 

 Adults will model some basic story telling 
language and encourage children to join in with 
the retelling of repetitive phrases.  

 Children will take part in activities focused 
around traditional tales that will support their 
imagination and understanding of the story, e.g. 
tasting porridge, making Granny’s picnic. 

 Discussions will be used about behaviour 
expected in different situations and reinforced 
daily during provision. 

 Praise will be regularly used to encourage new 
friendships and strong relationships. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Communication and Language 

 Listen to stories in small groups. 

 Listen to stories with increasing 
attention and recall. 

 Re-tell parts of stories. 

 Join in with repeated refrains. 

 Anticipate key events in stories. 

 Respond to simple instructions and 
those involving a two-part 
sequence. 

 Be able to follow a story without 
pictures or props.  

 Use talk to connect ideas, explain 
what is happening and anticipate 
what might happen next, recall and 
relive past experiences. 

 Use talk in pretending that objects 
stand for something else in play. 

 Build up vocabulary that reflects the 
breadth of their experience. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Physical 

 Draw lines and circles using gross 
motor movements. 

 Begin to snip paper. 

 Copy some letters or shapes. 

 Catch a large ball. 

 Move freely in different ways. 

different faces on characters. 
 

 Children will have a story of the 
week. Children will have a daily 
opportunity to listen and help to 
retell the story. 

 Children will be encouraged to join 
in with repeated refrains and begin 
to retell parts of the story as their 
knowledge of the story increases. 

 Children will take part in tasks 
linked to stories and follow simple 
instructions during tasks. For 
example, when making gingerbread 
men. 

 Children will use the story as 
context to talk about events in the 
story, what has happened and 
predict what may happen. 

 Children will use props to help 
them to retell stories, e.g. a picnic 
basket when retelling Red Riding 
Hood. Adults will also encourage 
children to be creative in adapting 
objects to be something else. 

 Children’s vocabulary will develop 
by having regular use of new words 
in stories which are discussed and 
modelled regularly by staff. 

 
 Skills from last half term will be 

reinforced. 

 Outdoor learning opportunities will 
give daily opportunity to practise 
different gross motor physical 
skills, e.g. running, climbing, 
moving in different ways and 

 
 
Children will: 

 Retell different stories in different ways. 

 Play with puppets, masks and props. 

 Listen to adults retell stories and mimic actions 
and intonation. 

 Use objects from the story to retell it and apply 
new vocabulary in their play. 

 Have hands on opportunities to explore the 
stories creatively, e.g. making and tasting 
porridge, cooking gingerbread men and bread, 
making picnics for Granny, building different 
buildings for the three little pigs and trying to 
blow the houses down, use the outdoor bridge 
to trip trap over. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children will: 

 Make movements to pop songs using ribbons. 
They will then make these marks on paper 
beginning with basic lines up to cross overs and 
‘the hump’. 

 Children will practise balancing, jumping, 
climbing, throwing, catching and kicking balls 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

balancing. 
 Some children will be involved in 

‘Squiggle while you wriggle’ 
intervention to develop gross 
motor movements. This will 
progress to children producing 
different shapes which will then 
lead to copying some letters of 
their name. 

 Scissors will be regularly available 
during the independent provision 
to practise snipping paper. 

 Name writing will be introduced to 
children who are developmentally 
ready. 

outside daily. 

 Scissors will be used with playdough to practise 
snipping. 

 Name writing cards will be available for children 
to access to help them to practise name writing. 
Interventions will be used to support children 
further. 

 Children will snip during a range of craft 
activities, for example snipping paper plates to 
make them look like the feathers of the little red 
hen. 
 

 


