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Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 

Literacy 
Comprehension, word reading and writing: 

 Can segment sounds, simple words 
and blend them together, knowing 
which letters represent them. 

 Begins to read words and simple 
sentences. 

 Can read own writing back. 

 Can write captions and simple 
sentences. 

 Can read some common irregular 
words. 

 Uses clearly identifiable letters to 
communicate meaning, 
representing some sounds correctly 
and in sequence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary : 
Job lists of employment, medicine, fire 
engine, hose, safety, vehicles, emergency, 
999, uniform, equipment, recycling, 
powers, costume, baddie, villain, 
descriptive language.  
 

 To begin to build a bank of words 
that are instantly recognised. 

 To be able to blend and segment 
with the graphemes. 

 To begin to read a short phrase or 
sentence. 

 To be able identify letters and 
words. 

 To share a variety of genre. 
 To retrieve vocabulary from book 

and use in play situations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Within the setting children will have the opportunity to: 
 

 Re-enact situations. 

 Take on different employment persona.  

 Begin to create more complex narratives. 

 Use descriptive language to describe 
characters.  

 Use their imaginations to invest themselves 
with imaginary powers and act accordingly.  

 Use their writing skills to describe and create a 
variety of writing forms.  

 Use their reading skills to decode and 
understand simple fact files. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Number and Numerical Pattern 
 

 To be able to measure short periods 
of time with appropriate equipment. 

 To use and describe 2D shape by its 
properties. 

 To use everyday language related to 
money. 

 To continue number based work at 
appropriate levels. 

 
 
 
 
Understanding Of The World: Past and 
Present 
People, Cultures and Communities 
 

 To show interest in different 
occupations and ways of life.  

 To take part in any national 
celebrations. 

 To show care and concern for the 
environment. 

 To interact with age appropriate 
computer software. 

 To select and use technology for 
particular purposes. 

 
 

Expressive Arts and Design: Creating with 
Materials 

 
 To use simple tools and techniques 

competently and appropriately. 

 To select appropriate resources 

 
 To use marks and images to show 

amounts that are meaningful to the 
children. 

 To utilise shape knowledge in the 
creation of equipment and 
uniforms and in the world around 
them. 

 In play situations use the language 
related to money. 

 To become aware of ways to 
measure short periods of time. 
 

 
 

 To identify many different forms of 
employment and their impact on 
the children’s lives.  

 To relate their own actions to the 
impact they can have on the 
environment. 

 To use a stop watch, electronic 
timer and sand timers to measure 
short periods of time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 To create props and images related 
to the topic- utilising junk 
materials, paper, card- joining and 
assembling as needed. 

 To depict equipment and people 
with a variety of mediums related 
to the topic. 

 

 Use mathematical skills and language in play 
situations. 

 Continue adult directed teaching. 

 Be able to use an electronic device to measure 
short periods of time. 

 Highlight shape in their environment and apply 
knowledge to their own work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Relate people’s employment to the children’s 
own lives, recognising how these people help 
us. 

 Use their imaginations to take on different 
roles of both real jobs and imaginary 
superheroes.  

 Recognise the importance of the emergency 
services in everyday life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use provided materials to create uniforms, 
badges, capes, belts and headwear to enhance 
play. 

 Access the internet to research different forms 
of employment. 

 Use role-play props to take on different 



and adapt work where necessary. 

 Select tools and techniques needed 
to shape, assemble and join 
materials they are using. 

 To create simple representations of 
events, people and objects. 

 To play cooperatively as part of a 
group to develop and act out a 
narrative. 

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Building Relationships and Managing Self 

 
 To describe self in positive terms and 

talk about abilities.  

 To be confident to speak to others 
about own needs, wants, interests and 
opinions. 

 To initiate conversations, attends to 
and take account of what others say. 

 To explain own knowledge and 
understanding, and ask appropriate 
questions of others. 

 

 To use props to play imaginatively 
with their peers on shared theme.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 To recognise and discuss the skills 
and talents of people who help us. 

 To apply knowledge within play 
situations.  

 To listen to the ideas of others and 
implement it within their play. 

 

personae. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Provide opportunities and situations for the 
children to talk and listen about people who 
help us. 

 


