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Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 
Literacy: 
Word Reading, comprehension and writing: 

 To develop recognition of sight 
vocabulary to blend and segment. 

 To decode print using Phonics skills. 

 To understand the difference between a 
letter and word. 

 To foster a love of reading. 

 To use vocabulary and phrases that are 
influenced by their experience of books 

 To use letter knowledge. 

 To begin to write independently.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expressive Arts: 

 Being Imaginative. 

 Introduce a storyline or narrative into their play. 

 Plays alongside other children who are engaged 
in the same theme. 

 Plays co-operatively as part of a group to 
develop and act out a narrative. 

 Initiate new combinations of movement and 
gesture in order to express and respond to 
feelings, ideas and experiences.     

 

People and Communities: 

 To relate the children’s play to family 
customs and routines. 

Vocabulary: 

Once upon a time, happily ever after, but, 

then, unfortunately, so, next, time 

connectives, author, illustrator, blurb, title, 

prepositions, adjectives.  

 To begin to build a bank of words that 

are instantly recognised. 

 To be able to blend and segment with 

the graphemes. 

 To begin to read a short phrase or 

sentence. 

 To be able identify letters and words. 

 To share a variety of genre. 

 To retrieve vocabulary from book and 

use in play situations.  

 

 

 To link imaginative play to story 

narratives. 

 To use story book language in their 

play. 

 To involve their peers to create a 

complex narrative. 

 

 

 

 

 To talk about family customs and 

routines. 

Within the setting children will have the opportunity to: 

 Re-enact stories. 

 Take on different characters. 

 Use different voices. 

 Utilise well know phrases from stories. 

 Sequence a well know story. 

 Begin to become familiar with a story map. 

 Illustrate and write about events in a story. 

 Retell stories with puppets and props. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To use props and puppets to retell and create 
stories. 

 To use Pie Corbett story language/actions to retell a 
familiar story. 

 To change characters and settings to develop a new 
story. 
 

 
 
 
 

 To create a wedding scenario based on fairy tale 
events. 



 To know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and other, and among 
families, communities and traditions. 

 
 
 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development:  

 Understands that own actions affect other 
people. 

 They talk about how they and others show 
feelings, talk about their own and other’s 
behaviour, and its consequences and to 
know that some behaviour is unacceptable. 

 They adjust their behaviour to different 
situations, and take changes of routine in 
their stride. 

 Children play cooperatively, taking turns 
with other. 

 They take account of one another’s ideas 
about how to organise their activity. 

 
Number: 

 To relate number to stories. 

 To use ordinal language meaningfully. 

 To continue children’s overall progress. 
 
 

 
 

 To link fictional event and real life 

celebrations. 

 To recognise that other people do not 

share the same experiences. 

 

 

 

 To be able to control their own 

actions. 

 To begin to take responsibly for their 

own actions. 

 To be able to listen and respond to 

other children’s ideas. 

 To react to changing scenarios. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To use marks and images to show 

amounts that are meaningful to the 

children. 

 To use ordinal language within the 

retelling of the stories. 

 Uses positional language. 

 To relate this to family celebrations.  

 To recognise the differences between cultures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To model and observe children’s play with props 
and puppets. 

 To use ‘Inference Iggy’ (Pawsome Gang) to begin 
exploring characters’ emotions. 

 To mimic the emotions of characters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To highlight mathematical connections. 

 Orders and sequences story events. 

 To continue with class and ability group work. 
 

 


