
History Year 4 Autumn Spring Summer 
Objectives 

General History: 

 The history of these islands as a 
coherent, chronological 
narrative. 

 To understand historical 
concepts such as continuity and 
change. 

 To understand methods of 
historical enquiry and gain a 
historical perspective of events. 

  
Anglo Saxons and Scots: 

 The Roman withdrawal from 
Britain in AD 410. 

 The Scots invasions from 
Ireland to north Britain (now 
Scotland). 

 The Anglo-Saxon invasions, 
settlements and kingdoms. 

 The Anglo-Saxon art and 
culture. 

 The Christian conversion. 
 
Vikings and the Anglo-Saxon 
Struggle: 

 Learn about Viking raids and 
invasion. 

 Resistance by Alfred the Great 
and Athelstan, the first king of 
England. 

Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
Children will begin by 
understanding where in history the 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots reign fits 
with the history of these islands 
and how the Anglo-Saxons came to 
live in Britain. They will then learn 
about what life was like in Saxon 
Britain. This will include; homes, 
clothes, food etc. and compare this 
to modern Britain.  They will also 
learn about the rulers of the 
different kingdoms, the Anglo-
Saxon Gods and different religions 
including Paganism and their 
conversion to Christianity. The 
children will look at artefacts and 
analyse how these historical 
sources help us to learn about 
history.  Providing a cross-
curricular link with art, the children 
will study Anglo-Saxon art and 
culture. 

Vikings 
Children will begin by 
understanding where in history 
the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
reign fits with the history of these 
islands and how the Vikings came 
to live in Britain. They will then 
learn about what life was like in 
Viking Britain. This will include; 
homes, clothes, food etc. and 
compare this to modern Britain.   
They will also learn about the 
rulers of the different kingdoms, 
the Viking gods and law and 
justice. The children will look at 
artefacts and analyse how these 
historical sources help us to learn 
about history.   

George Stephenson and The 
Locomotion 

Children will first investigate who 
George Stephenson was, along 
with his achievements creating a 
fact file. Children will visit the York 
Railway Museum and identify 
some of the works of George 
Stephenson. They will then study 
the invention of the steam 
locomotive before creating a 
poster using ICT on some of the 
most notable locomotives of the 
past. They will then learn about the 
growth of the British railway, and 
its impact on life in Britain at the 
time, including debating for and 
against the railways. Children will 
then design a persuasive advert in 
the style of Thomas Cook, 
encouraging the uptake of railway 
holidays. Children will finally 
compare and contrast the steam 
locomotive with today’s modern 
trains and their purposes. 



 Further Viking invasions and 
Danegeld 

 Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 

 Edward the Confessor and his 
death in1066 
 

Local History: Study an aspect of 
history dating from a period 
beyond 1066 that is significant in 
their locality: George Stephenson 
and The Locomotion  

 
 


