
History Year 2 Autumn Spring Summer 
Objectives 

 Develop an awareness of the 
past using common words and 
phrases related to the passing 
of time—using every day 
historical terms. 

 Where the people and events 
they study fit within a 
chronological framework. 

 Identify similarities and 
differences between ways of 
life in different periods. 

 Ask and answer questions using 
stories and other sources. 

 Understand some of the ways 
in which we find out about the 
past and the different ways it is 
represented. 

 Study changes within living 
memory. 

 

Victorian Britain 
Children will learn about what life 
was like during Victorian Britain. 
This will include homes, clothes, 
food etc.  They will learn about the 
life of Queen Victoria and her 
reign. This will include important 
historical events such as: The 
Industrial Revolution, inventions 
such as the camera, the expansion 
of the railway and the spinning 
jenny. Visit to Beamish Open Air 
Museum. Children will create a 
timeline to compare and sequence 
intervals of time. 
 

Children will look at and compare 
changes within the home over the 
last 80 years. We will look at the 
text, “Peepo” and how the 
illustrations represent change. 
Children will think about their lives 
now and compare this with the 
lives of their parents and 
grandparents. Visitor to come into 
school and talk about changes 
within living memory. Visit to 
Ormesby Hall. 

Captain Cook 
Pupils will visit the Captain Cook 
Birthplace Museum at Stewart Park 
to learn about the significance of 
Captain Cook’s life as an explorer 
and the impact that he had on our 
understanding and knowledge of 
the geographical world around us. 
Children will learn about the 
Endeavour and what life was like 
aboard a ship during the 18th 
century. Children will learn about 
Cook’s early life in the local area 
and have the opportunity to 
compare this to life now. 

Castles 

 Using their chronological 
knowledge, the children will be 
able to identify how castles have 
evolved over time. The children 
will look at the parts of a castle and 
label them. They will look at daily 
life in a castle and the roles which 
people played. The children will 
create diaries from the 
perspectives of different people 
within the castle (e.g. the cook and 
the Lord). They will also create a 
non-chronological report on the 
process of becoming a Knight 
(Page, Squire then Knight). 
 

 


