
Reading with Your Key Stage One Child 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As you are aware, your child has been bringing home a 
phonetically matched reading book. This means that the 
sounds your child has been taught in class will appear in 
the reading book. Your child should be able to read this 
book independently. By reading the same book several 
times over the week, this allows your child to become a fluent reader. They will have the skills to read 
accurately, with comprehension and at a reasonable pace. 

 

At Ormesby Primary School, we assess the children’s reading progress every six weeks. This is to ensure 
that they are accessing the reading materials that are appropriate to the reading ability that your child 
most recently demonstrated in their assessment. 

 

The book that your child goes home with depends on their Phonics group in school.  

On occasion, the children may receive a book that they have already read at home. This is 
nothing to worry about and it will not limit your child’s progress.  

Research shows that children learn to build up their fluency and confidence by reading the same book 
several times until they are extremely confident with the material. This means having an excellent grasp of 
the vocabulary in the story; being able to talk confidently about the story and answer questions as well as 
being fluent.  

On the following pages, we have created a step by step guide about how to read and share your child’s 
home reading book with them. We hope that this will provide a helpful tool to refer to and we are also 
happy to answer any questions that you may have.  

Please listen to your child read aloud every night, this will help with their progress and 
confidence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Step 1  

 

Look at the front cover together. What might the 

story be about? What are the clues? What might 

happen in the story? Why do you think this? 

  

 

  

Step 2  

Before reading the story, ask your 

child to read the Story Green Words 

and Red Words. The Red Words are 

harder to read so if your child gets 

stuck on a word read it to them.  

Repeat this process every night 

before your child reads the story, pointing out the tricky parts of the 

Red Words. 

 

Step 3 

 

If there is a vocabulary section in your 

child’s book read and discuss the meanings 

of the words with your child. To begin with 

this may take 5-10 minutes. Recap on the 

vocabulary daily, as your child reads 

through the book.  

  



Step 4 

Listen to your child read the story 

aloud. Your child should be able to 

read the story independently.  

However, it is very important that you 

listen as they read aloud to help them 

with any words that they don’t 

understand and remind them of the words from the vocabulary check. 

Step 5  

Ask your child to read the sentences and choose 

the correct answer. The children should do all the 

reading here!  

 

  

Step 6  

Use the picture prompts at the back of the book to 

take turns retelling the story with your child.  

  

Step 7 

Read the questions at the back of the book 

aloud to your child and ask them to find the 

answers on the relevant pages. An adult must 

read these questions to the child.  

  

Every night share a bedtime story together, this should be read by you. 

Choose something together that your child is interested in. Children 

only want to become readers if they experience the joy of listening to a 

range of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poetry. 


