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I am delighted that you have decided to send your child to Ormesby Primary 
School’s Nursery. Due to the ongoing situation, we have been unable to provide 
opportunities for you and your child to visit us in school. This information   
booklet, alongside the slideshow, aims to give you all of the information that 
you need and to give you a feel of what to expect in the Autumn term. 

As soon as arrangements for September are confirmed I will contact you      
personally to arrange a start date for you child. We will ensure that your child 
is fully supported with their transition to Nursery.  

I hope that this is useful. If you have any questions do not hesitate to email me, 
hedgehogs@ormesby.org.uk or telephone me via school (01642 314430).  

 

I look forward to meeting you and your child soon, 

 

Miss Kirby  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Mrs Andrews, Miss Kirby and Miss McGahern  

We are the staff that work in Nursery. Miss Kirby is the class teacher and Miss 
McGahern and Mrs Andrews are our teaching assistants. We are here to look 
after everybody and to teach you lots of exciting things.  



Welcome to the Foundation Stage 
 

The first steps of your child’s school education are an exciting and special 

time for both you and your child. 

At Ormesby Primary School, we aim to provide exciting and engaging   

learning opportunities for your child, within an atmosphere of fun, security 

and care. Your child will begin their school journey with us in Nursery,      

developing essential skills and positive attitudes as they grow. Our           

experienced staff strive to ensure that children ‘settle in’ well and feel       

confident and happy throughout their time with us.  

At our Nursery, children are encouraged to adopt a positive view of       

themselves and their abilities, so that they have the confidence to try new 

activities and celebrate their achievements. We support children in the      

acquisition of communication and social skills, enabling them to interact with 

other children and adults in a responsible and caring manner. Through a 

range of activities, children are encouraged to work together and treat one 

another with kindness and respect. 

We believe that it is vital that children have the freedom to explore, be     

active and independent in their learning. Fun, excitement and enjoyment are 

at the heart of all we do in the Foundation Stage, aiming to foster a love of   

learning that will last a lifetime. 

 

 



Morning Session  
 

For the safety of all children, please use the gates on Ormesby Bank or Church Lane 
when bringing your child to school at 8.45am. When you return to collect them, access 
to the school site will be different. You will need to enter and exit school via the gates 
on Henry Taylor Court at 11.30am. 

The red, entrance door will be opened at 8.45am, when our morning session begins. If you have old-
er children who do not start until 9am, you will have to return outside until their start times. The 
door will be reopened at 11.30am for you to collect your child. 

The only door available for you and your children to use is the one at the bottom of the corridor 
leading to Hedgehogs. 

Afternoon Session  
For the safety of all children, please access the school site via Henry Taylor Court when 
bringing your child to school at 12.30pm. When you collect them at 3.15pm, access to the 
school site will be different. Please enter and exit via the gates on Church Lane or Ormesby 
Bank. 

The red door will be opened at 12.30pm for the afternoon session. It will be reopened at 3.15pm for 
children to be collected. The only door available for you and your children to use is the one at the  bot-
tom of the corridor leading to Hedgehogs. 

Session Times 

Morning Nursery:- 8:45am – 11:30am 

Afternoon Nursery:-12:30pm - 3:15pm  

Please telephone school if your child is ill or is going to be late. 

You can contact us by telephoning school on 01642 314430 and asking to be put through to Nursery.  

Alternatively, you may leave a message with the school office. 

 

Who will be collecting your child from school? 

 

If someone other than you (the parents) will be picking your child up from school, please 
ensure that you tell a member of staff who will be collecting them.  

 

If your child will be picked up by a day care nursery or childminder, please sign them up on 
the board outside Hedgehogs, so both our staff and the day care Nursery know which    
children are being collected. 



 

Register and Late Arrivals 

An electronic version of our class register is taken at the beginning of every nursery 

session. The register is then saved and sent to our school office computers by 8.55am 

in the morning session and 12.40pm in our afternoon session (ten minutes after the 

doors open). Once the register has been sent to the office, nursery staff can no longer 

access it. This means that if you are more than ten minutes late to the     

session, you will be asked to go to the school office for your child to       

receive their mark. 

 

Home-School Partnership 

As parents, you are the greatest influence on your child’s development. By working in 

partnership with you, we hope to support your child effectively and help them unlock 

their full potential. We will send any  important information home via letter and we 

also ask that you to check our notice board regularly for information. Occasionally, 

we may send home short activities and games to play, to help you support your child 

with what they are learning at school. 

Punctuality and attendance 

Although Nursery children are very young, they are leaning important skills from the    

moment they arrive at school. Our session always begins with a story or group      

activity, meaning that children who are late often miss out on important aspects of 

learning. Children who have long periods of  absence may find it very difficult to 

‘catch up’ with their peers and settle back into their friendship groups. To give your 

child the best start to their education, it is important that your child arrives at  

Hedgehogs on time and attends regularly. 



 School Uniform 
 

At Ormesby Primary School, all of our children wear school uniform. This may consist of a 
white shirt or polo shirt, a red jumper or cardigan with grey trousers, skirt or dress.     

Black shoes are to be worn as part of our school uniform. Please consider your child’s    
independence and buy shoes that fasten with Velcro if possible. This will make it much   
easier for them to dress themselves at school and builds their confidence. 

 

School uniforms can be purchased online; via a link on our school website. It is also possi-
ble to buy suitable items at many high street outlets and supermarkets. We do not recom-
mend buying expensive clothing for school, as young learners often get paint and glue on 
their clothes, even when wearing an apron! 

At this point your child will not require any PE equipment. 

Examples of Ormesby Primary School’s Uniform 



 

 
Snack  
 

Our Nursery children enjoy a healthy snack every day. During the session, all children are 
able to help themselves to fresh fruit or vegetables and they can decide when they would 
like to eat them. They can also enjoy a carton of milk and have access to chilled and     
filtered water throughout the session. 

We ask for a contribution of 25p per week towards the cost of the snack. Each Monday, 

What is the Foundation Fund? 
 

The Foundation Fund is money donated by parents towards all of the lovely ‘extras’ that 
we provide for the children. We politely ask that parents donate £1 per week to the   
Foundation Fund whilst their children are part of the Foundation Stage. This can be paid 
weekly or as a block payment over a number of weeks if you prefer. Payments should be 
made via ‘ParentPay’, our online payment system. You will receive your ParentPay login 
details and further information when your child starts nursery.  

 

How is the money used? 
 

This money is used to buy additional resources to enhance the children’s learning. We are 
always saving to buy extra equipment for the children, but very often Foundation Fund is 

Reception Places 
Unfortunately, having a place in your chosen school nursery does not guarantee a place in 
full - time education at that school. 

An application must be made to the council you live within, either Redcar or              
Middlesbrough, in the Autumn term of the school year in which your child turns four 
(September - August). The county will then allocate a reception place for your child within 
one of the schools that you have chosen. 

Admissions to Nursery 
 

At Ormesby Primary School we have adopted the Redcar & Cleveland official admissions 
policy, agreed by the school governors. This is available to anyone wishing to see the    



Rewards 

The children often receive positive praise and visible   rewards for their 
attitude, hard work and effort. These rewards may be stickers, stamps 
or a smiley face token. The smiley faces have the children’s name writ-
ten on them and go into a weekly draw to win a prize.       Certificates 
are also given out on a weekly basis in our assemblies. 

Sanctions 

All children need to understand that some 
behaviours are not acceptable. Our first response will  
always be to talk to the child and explain why their  

behaviour is inappropriate. 

In the instance of a child hurting another child, or in a situation where 
an inappropriate behaviour continues, the child is given some ‘thinking 
time’ or ‘time out’. This is a five minute sit in a supervised corner of the 
room, where the child can see the other children playing, but not take 
an active role. At the end of this time, an adult will chat with the child 
again before returning to play. 

Once the child is fully settled into the routines and  
expectations of Nursery, we adhere to the school behaviour policy for 
sanctions. Please see our Behaviour Policy for more information. 

Personal Possessions 

We discourage the children from bringing toys to school, as we have found from experience that they can 
cause problems. Other children naturally want to share and could touch without invitation or even break 
them. This then causes understandable upset. We explain to the children that they are best left at home. 

However, we do let the children bring favourite story books to school if they wish to show them to their 
friends, this helps to encourage a value and love of stories and subsequently reading. 

Jewellery 

 

Children may only wear watches and stud earrings. All other jewellery is  
considered unsuitable for school wear. 

 

Marvellous Me 

When your child begins Nursery you will be given a letter with a code to use the app ‘Marvellous Me’. This 
app allows school to communicate with you. We use it to send messages, give information. send praise and 
pictures of your child to you.  



Coat Pegs 
 

In the corridor outside Hedgehogs there is a coat peg with 
your child’s name on it. To help your child recognise their 
peg, their name is accompanied by a picture. Please make 
sure that your child helps to find their peg and put their coat 
on it at the beginning of each session. While it is often tempt-
ing to do this for them, your child may be unable to find their 
coat independently when they want to play outside during 
their time at school. 

Please bring a coat each day for your child. Even on pleasant 
days, the weather can change quickly. 

Lending Library 
Your child will receive a book from school once they are 
settled in. Please return it to school on a Friday, so they 
can receive a new book the following Monday.          
Unfortunately, if books are not returned on Friday staff 
may not be able to change them immediately due to  
restraints of the timetable. 

Phonics 
Children in the Foundation Stage will be involved in Phonics activities. Phonics is a method 
of teaching reading skills based on the sounds made by letters. At this early stage in your 
child’s education, they will begin to develop their listening skills, recognise rhythm in words, 
move to rhythm and music and recognise the sounds at the start of words. They will move 
on to recognise letter shapes and the sounds linked with them 

If you talk about the letters of the alphabet with your child, please use their sounds, not 
names (e.g. ‘a’ as in ant, not ‘a’ as in acorn). 

Visiting Reception  
Your ‘Hedgehog’ will have the opportunity to play with the older, Reception children in 
both ‘Foxes’ and ‘Owls’ classes. They all share the outside play area and can visit other       
classrooms if they wish. If children have an older sibling in Reception, they can enjoy the 
reassurance of seeing their brother or sister at school. For others, visiting can give them 
role models who can show them how to play and help look after them. 



    

Queries and Concerns 

If at any time you have concerns or information to share, there will always 

be a member of staff available at the beginning and end of the Nursery     

session. Should you require a longer conversation or more privacy, please see            

Miss Kirby or call (01642) 314430 to arrange an appointment.  

 

If you have any questions or queries before your child starts Nursery, please 
do not      hesitate to contact Hedgehogs staff. You can email Miss Kirby us-
ing hedgehogs@ormesby.org.uk 

 

 

We look forward to working with you and your child this year. 


