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BRIEF CURRICULUM OVERVIEW  

 

 

Foundation Stage 

Most children begin their school lives at Ormesby in the Foundation 

Stage. The Foundation Stage begins with nursery on a part-time basis, 

and we view this as a vital stage in their education.  It is important 

therefore that children who have a place in the nursery attend regularly.  

It is here that children meet a variety of people, work with new 

equipment and have stimulating and varied experiences. Through the 

various activities in which they are engaged, they learn to work, share and 

co-operate with each other.  They are encouraged to think for 

themselves, to help develop confidence and understanding.  Children begin 

to express themselves in many ways and their speech and use of language 

have more opportunities to develop.  This all helps to prepare children for 

their movement through the Foundation Stage and entry into full time 

school. 
 

During the term before they are due to join the school full time, the 

older nursery children are given the opportunity to work with the 

Reception children and join in assemblies.  There is also an opportunity 

for parents to have a school meal with their child so that both can see 

what is available at lunchtime. 

English 

Language development plays a crucial role in our school, and we recognise 

that literacy skills are fundamental to many aspects of teaching and 

learning. 
 

We aim for children to reach their full potential in the skills of speaking, 

listening, reading and writing.  In becoming confident in these skills 

children can explore both the real and imaginary worlds about them.  

They can discuss ideas, listen to the arguments of others, read for 

pleasure and information and write about their activities and experiences. 
 

We have a wide range of carefully structured reading resources, and 

parents are encouraged to share in their child’s reading programme from 

the very beginning of their school career.  We encourage children to take 

books home on a daily basis to be able to spend ten or fifteen minutes 

sharing and enjoying their book with their parents. 
 

Some children find learning to read difficult and extra help from the 

Learning Support Service may be available to help such children. 
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A variety of writing styles are taught to suit different purposes from 

letter writing, to newspaper reporting, to the creation of imaginative 

stories and poems.  Children are encouraged to write their thoughts 

clearly, accurately and in legible script.  Where appropriate children use 

information technology equipment such as word processors to aid and 

enhance their writing.  

 

Dramatic and role play activities are enlivened by visiting theatre groups 

as we feel such experiences enrich the whole of the curriculum as well as 

that of English.  We may at times ask parents to make a voluntary 

contribution towards the cost of such visitors. 

 
Mathematics 
 

In Mathematics we aim to promote a positive attitude towards developing 

mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding. Children follow a 

structured programme that allows investigation and problem solving 

activities to be based around real situations.  All children cover the full 

range of mathematical concepts at whatever level is appropriate to them.  

Mathematics teaching throughout school incorporates practical, oral and 

written activities using a wide range of resources.  

Science 

The science curriculum is taught mainly through self-contained projects 

and all children at every stage of development are given opportunities to 

practise the skills of observation, classification, measuring and 

hypothesising.  We believe that the essence of good science teaching 

requires children to be actively involved in investigations. They are 

encouraged to show curiosity, perseverance and self-discipline. Our 

children work co-operatively with each other and make decisions 

together. We also aim to develop health education as an essential part of 

the school curriculum through a planned progression from early years to 

Year 6. 

Information and Communications Technology 

We realise the vital importance of ICT in today’s society, particularly the 

need for computer literacy. All classes have access to our ICT suite for a 

minimum of two sessions per week. ICT is delivered through other 

subject areas, being used as a tool in children’s work, and as a discrete 

subject where children learn specific ICT skills. Every classroom is 

equipped with an interactive whiteboard and a networked computer. In 

addition to our ICT suite we also have clusters of PCs around the school, 

portable sets of wireless laptops and class sets of iPads. 
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Sex Education  

Sex education is taught throughout the school and forms an integral part 

of PSHE lessons. In Years 5 and 6 our school nurse is involved in the 

programme, which includes videos on puberty and discussions about 

reproduction and growing up. 
 

Children are naturally inquisitive and at times will ask questions related to 

their own development. Staff deal with these issues in a sensitive manner 

with regard to the individual’s age and development. 

Religious Education 

R.E. is provided in the school within the framework of the Redcar and 

Cleveland Agreed Syllabus. R.E. is based on the study of five religions, 

Christianity predominates but children also learn about Islam, Judaism, 

Buddhism and the Hindu religion. The children attend assemblies that 

include a daily act of collective worship. Parents have the right to 

withdraw their child from both R.E. and assembly if they so wish. 
 

 
Design Technology 

This involves children exploring a problem and finding a practical solution. 

They draw plans, gather materials and resources and prepare equipment 

before working at solving the problem and evaluating the results. 

The problems tackled are manifold but may include preparing food, using 

fabrics and materials, building using construction apparatus or natural 

materials such as wood, drawing maps or plans, constructing games and 

making ‘junk’ models. 

 
History & Geography 

These subjects are taught following National Curriculum guidelines, 

adapted over a two year cycle of topics. The subjects aim to broaden 

children’s knowledge and understanding of their local, national and global 

environment and learn how the past has shaped the world in which they 

live. The children start by looking at themselves, their families and their 

local environment and its history. As the children grow older this is 

gradually extended to include other areas of Britain and the World. 

 
Physical Education 

By the end of Key Stage 2 children have experienced the six aspects of 

P.E.: gymnastics, dance, athletics, swimming, games and outdoor activities. 

We aim to develop sporting attitudes, teach skills and knowledge, create 

confidence, have fun and encourage an awareness of safety, health and 

fitness. If there is a medical reason why a child may need to miss a P.E. 
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lesson the class teacher should be informed in writing prior to the P.E. 

lesson. For ongoing medical conditions the school may need to seek 

further clarification from a child’s GP (doctor). 

 
Music 

Children will experience music by listening and responding to a variety of 

music. They will be learning through singing, composing and playing simple 

instruments. There is a tradition of music in the school and children may 

have the opportunity to join the choir, receive drumming lessons or be 

taught by peripatetic teachers to play the guitar or upper stringed 

instruments. 

 
Art 

Children will learn to appreciate the work of other artists and designers. 

They will learn about colour and form and be taught a wide range of skills 

and techniques in various media utilising many different materials. The 

children will be given the opportunity to create, explore and express their 

own ideas and then evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

 
Personal, Social and Health Education 

Being able to deal with feelings, emotions and different situations are 

important life skills. Our PSHE lessons support children in these areas 

through themed topics which address particular issues relating to 

personal, social and health education. Themes studied include Getting on 

and Falling Out, Saying No to Bullying, Keeping Clean, Basic First Aid, 

Dealing with Feelings, Growing and Changing and Keeping Ourselves 

Healthy.  

French 

All of our children learn French from Year 3 up to Year 6. The emphasis 

is very much on speaking French and the children learn through a variety 

of stories, songs, rhymes and games. In January 2007 our school had a 

one day OFSTED inspection which focussed on French. The inspector 

judged the teaching of French in our school to be ‘good’ with some 

outstanding features. We have exchanges to France for our Year 5 and 

Year 6 children every other year. 

 


