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Key words 
Saxons Key Words: AD, BC, archaeology, artefact, century, confessor, monastery, raiding, invasion, invade, conquest, settlement, kingdom, (Mercia, 
Northumberland, Wessex, Essex, East Anglia, Kent, Sussex), religion, Saint, Danegeld (Money), justice, execution, monarchy, Pagan, Wergild, Danelaw, runes, 
sacrifice, Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Picts, helmet, Lindisfarne Priory, Bayeux tapestry, heresy and ruler. 
Gods: Thunor, Tiw, Eostre, Frigg or Frige and Woden. 
Important People: Edward the Confessor, Alfred the Great, Athelstan, Pope Gregory the Great, St. Columba, St. Aiden, St. Augustine, St. Bede, Vortigern, 
Hengest or Hengist and Horsa 

 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 
Reading: 

 Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, non-fiction and reference 
books or textbooks. 

 Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes. 

 Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read. 

 Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths 
and legends, and retelling some of these orally. 

 Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books. 

 Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination. 

 Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context. 

 Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text. 

 Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 

 Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied. 

 Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these. 

 Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning. 

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction. 

 Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can 
read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

The children will participate in daily Reading Comprehension 
sessions. The focus of the sessions during the Autumn Term 
will be to develop retrieval, inference and prediction skills. We 
will use the “Pawsome Gang” to support the development of 
these skills.  
 
The children will look closely at texts associated with our topic 
work about the Saxons, local and global events and the Science 
topics: States of Matter and Electricity. They will also have the 
opportunity to develop their inference skills through using 
resources from ‘Once upon a picture’ and ‘The Literacy Shed’.  
 
During the second half of the Autumn Term, the children will 
look closely at ‘The Firework Makers Daughter’ by Phillip 
Pullman. They will use this as a stimulus to answer assessment 
style comprehension activities relating to inference, prediction, 
retrieval and the vocabulary the author uses.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Writing: 
Writing genres will include: 
Story Telling 
Narrative – Character description, setting description, story openings, 
Non-chronological report,  
Explanatory writing, 
Fact File (Biography), 
Instructional writing, 
Recount (Letter), 
 

• Use different planning styles to record ideas.  
• Compose sentences using rich vocabulary and varied sentence structures. 
• Organise paragraphs around a theme. 
• In narratives, create settings, characters and plot. 
• In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices (headings and 

subheadings). 
• Assess the effectiveness of their own writing for vocabulary, grammar, punctuation and 

spelling through proof reading. 
• Write a range of sentences by using a wider range of subordinating and co-ordinating 

conjunctions.  
• Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense. 
• Use nouns or pronouns appropriately to avoid repetition. 
• Use a greater range of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and 

cause. 
• Use a greater range of fronted adverbials and place the comma correctly (time, 

adverbial starters, as). 
• Consistently use the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns. 
• Punctuate direct speech consistently (5 points of speech). 

Spelling 
• Spell words from the Year 3/4 list with 80% accuracy. 
• Write homophones correctly and other words which are often confused and use further 

prefixes and suffixes, and understand how to add them. 
Handwriting 

• Join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 
unjoined.  

• Present work that is legible and consistent in quality. 

The children will read the story of ‘The Monster Over the Hill’ and 
create a story map outlining the key events of the story. They will 
then use this to write their own version of ‘The Monster Over the 
Hill’ story independently. 
Next, the children will study the poem of ‘Beowulf’ and the 
modern retelling of this tale. They will use this as a stimulus for 
their narrative writing. The character Grendal will be used to 
create a non-chronological report. They will then plan and write 
an independent non-chronological report on a different 
character.  
After this, the children will use the knowledge they have 
obtained from their Topic work to produce a report on Anglo-
Saxon life, writing some of the sections independently. They will 
then email a third party, imagining they are an archaeologist who 
has recently discovered the Anglo-Saxon Princess’ remains. 
When we return from our visit, the children will recap their 
knowledge of a recount and its features before compiling their 
own recount in the form of a letter of thanks for their visit to 
Kirkleatham Museum, again writing some of the sections 
independently. 
Following on from this, using a cross-curricular Science link, the 
children will identify the features of explanatory writing and use 
their scientific knowledge to produce a factual report on the 
Water Cycle. 
As Electricity will be our main focus in Autumn Two, the children 
will learn how to research information on Albert Einstein. Before 
producing a fact file, the children will identify the features of this 
genre of writing. The children will then be given the opportunity 
to present their fact files to their peers. From this, the children 
will then create and present fact files about themselves 
independently. 
Towards the end of Autumn Two, the children will create a set of 
instructions, detailing how to create their hanging Christmas 
decoration before independently writing a set of instructions on 
how to make a Christmas card. 
Throughout Autumn, use ‘The Spelling Shed’ scheme to teach 
spelling. Weekly homework on words from Year 3/4 spelling list 
(Appendix 1). Daily handwriting practise using “Twinkl” 
continuous cursive scheme. 



 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
Scientific Enquiry: 

 Asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them. 

 Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests. 

 Making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 
measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers 
and data loggers. 

 Recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts, and tables. 

 Reporting on findings from enquiries; including oral and written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and conclusions. 

 Using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise further questions. 

 Identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 
processes. 

 Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. 
States of Matter: 

 Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or 
gases. 

 Observe that some materials change state when they are heated and cooled. 

 Measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius. 

 Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate 
the rate of evaporation with temperature. 

Electricity (Albert Einstein): 

 Identify common appliances that run on electricity. 

 Construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming its basic parts, including 
cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers. 

 Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not 
the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery. 

 Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or not a 
lamp lights in a simple series circuit. 

 Recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals with being good 

conductors. 
 

Children will investigate the simple properties of solids, liquids 
and gases, using the ballooning around approach. The children 
then sort a variety of household objects into solids, liquids and 
gases depending upon properties deemed by the children, before 
clarifying the three states of matter. The children will explore and 
discuss every day examples of materials that change state when 
they are either heated or cooled. Introduce the water cycle 
terminology through Water Cycle songs and raps. To demonstrate 
this process, the children will complete the bowl experiment. 
 
Children will be given electrical components and asked if they can 
make a simple circuit using: lamps, bulb holders, wires and cells.  
Other components introduced should include: buzzers, motors, 
and switches.  They will then investigate whether the voltage of 
the cells has an impact on the brightness of the lamp or loudness 
of the buzzer.  Following this, they will use switches and learn 
that a circuit has to be complete to function.  The correct 
scientific symbols will be taught and children will draw circuits 
using them.  The children will explore series circuits and their 
uses.  The children will learn how to; build a successful simple 
circuit, by illuminating a light bulb, testing materials for their 
abilities to conduct or insulate electricity. Albert Einstein will be 
the famous scientist that children will learn about. 
Key Vocabulary 
Working Scientifically: Measure, fair test, accurate, bar chart, table, 
diagram, key, prediction, observation, systematic, conclusion, 
explain, evidence, change, process, improve, enquiry, comparative, 
fair test, scientific, thermometer, data logger. 
Science vocabulary:  
States of Matter - Solid, liquid, gas, state change, heat, cool, 
melting, freezing, melting point, boiling point, evaporation, 
condensation, temperature, degrees Celsius, water cycle, 
precipitation 
Electricity - Electricity, electrical appliance/device, mains, plug, 
electrical circuit, complete circuit, component, cell, battery, positive, 
negative, connect/connections, loose connection, short circuit, 
crocodile clip, bulb, switch, buzzer, motor, conductor, insulator, 
metal, non-metal, symbol, wire 
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 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
General History: 

 The history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative. 

 To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change. 

 To understand methods of historical enquiry and gain a historical perspective of events. 
  
Anglo Saxons and Scots: 

 The Roman withdrawal from Britain in AD 410. 

 The Scots invasions from Ireland to northern Britain (now Scotland). 

 The Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms. 

 The Anglo-Saxon art and culture. 

 The Christian conversion.  

Children will begin by understanding where in history the 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots reigns fit with the history of these 
islands and how the Anglo-Saxons came to live in Britain. 
They will then learn about what life was like in Saxon Britain. 
This will include; homes, clothes, food etc. and compare this 
to modern Britain.  They will also learn about the rulers of 
the different kingdoms, the Anglo-Saxon Gods and different 
religions including Paganism and their conversion to 
Christianity. The children will look at artefacts and analyse 
how these historical sources help us to learn about history.  
Providing a cross-curricular link with art, the children will 
study Anglo-Saxon art and culture. 

Design Tech – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Christmas Decoration 
Design: 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas. 

 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, 
appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups.  

Make: 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
accurately. 

 Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, (including textiles), 
according to their functional and aesthetic qualities. 

Evaluate: 
 Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views 

of others to improve their work. 

The children will design and make a hanging Christmas 
decoration.  They will research different hanging Christmas 
decorations using ICT. From this, they will then make a 
hanging Christmas decoration from felt, using different styles 
of stitches to securely fasten the decoration together. The 
children will then evaluate this decoration against the design 
criteria as well as its aesthetic appeal. 
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Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Anglo-Saxon Art 

 Record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

 Improve their mastery of drawing and painting with a range of materials.  

 Develop a range of art and design techniques.  
  
Sculpture – Anglo-Saxon Art: 

 Research the designs of Anglo-Saxon Art. 

 Create a portfolio of Anglo-Saxon art (e.g. tapestries, jewellery and helmet) using 
research and sketches. 

 Use shading skills to add texture to the helmet. 

From research, the children will closely observe the intricate 
designs of Anglo-Saxon art (e.g. tapestries, jewellery and 
helmet) in order to create their own portfolio of work. By 
replicating intricate Anglo-Saxon designs, the children will 
develop their ability to shade and to add texture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Understanding Technology, staying safe and responsible use of Technology: 

 Understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple 
services and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration. 

 Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked. 

 Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour.  

  

Lessons will focus on using technology safely, particularly 
social media and how to deal with any issues appropriately.  
I.T. will be used to support learning in other subjects; 
researching historical and scientific information through safe 
search engines. From this, the children will e-mail their 
research to a fictional third party. 

 
 
 
 
 



Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Charanga units: “Mamma Mia” and “Glockenspiel Stage 2”. 

 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

 Use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

The children will develop their aural memory and study 
aspects of music, such as beat and rhythm, through the 
Charanga music units.  
 
They will have opportunities to sing at the Harvest Festival, the 
Christmas Carol Concert in St Cuthbert’s Church and during 
weekly singing assemblies. 
 
They will also take part in the Snappy Christmas production 
run by Tees Valley Music Service. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Gymnastics: 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best. 
 
 

 
Basketball and Invasion Games: 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. 

 Play competitive games and apply basic principles suitable for attacking and defending. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best. 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children will be taught by a Gymnastics coach from outside 
sport provider; “What a Racquet”. During this unit of work, the 
children will learn a series of gymnastic moves, learning to 
perform them with control and balance. By the end of the unit 
the children will be able to perform a gymnastic routine to 
their peers.  
 
 
They will use ICT to view and evaluate basketball techniques 
and apply these skills when participating in a competitive 
game. Discuss good practice and how their skills can be further 
improved whilst also recognising how each individuals’ skill 
(flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance) have 
improved. Participate in group activities and competitive 
games to develop their abilities and those of their peers. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 PSHE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 
Being Me in my World 

 Adopt attitudes and actions that make a difference to a class team. 

 Appreciate who is in the school community, the roles they play and how they fit in. 

 Understand how democracy works through the school council and its election process – 
British Values.  

 Recognise how actions affect themselves and others, to show empathy towards others. 

 Work in a group and contribute appropriately. 

 Understand how democracy and having a voice benefits the community –  
       British Values. 

 
Celebrating Difference 

 Accepting of other people. 

 Understand what influences people to make assumptions about others. 

 Know what bullying is and how to deal with it. 

 Identify what makes them special and unique. 

 Accept people for who they are. 
 

At the beginning of the year, the children will collaboratively 
create a set of class rules, reviewing rewards and 
consequences to help establish their role within the school 
community. The children will vote for their class school 
councillor, giving them personal experience of how the 
election system works. Through the use of imaginative 
scenarios, the children will show empathy towards others and 
be able to discuss how actions affect themselves and others.  
 
 
Focus on what bullying is, what behaviours should be 
recognised as someone being a bully and what to do if this 
situation was to arise. Awareness that everyone is different 
and unique in their own way through activities that focus on 
what an individual has a skill/talent for.  

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Children will:  

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and 
joining in. 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes. 

 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and 
respond to those of others. 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French. 

Using “Rigalo” scheme to teach the French language units for 
Year 4 (Units 7 and 8.) 

 Revising ways to describe people 

 Nationalities 

 Giving characteristics using various adjectives 

 Talking about leisure activities 

 Telling the time 

 Talking about what time you do activities 
 

Sing songs using J’aime Chanter resource. 



 

 

 

 
 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
 Mutual respect- An 

acceptance that other 
people are free to choose 
different faiths/beliefs 
and that this is protected 
in law.  

 Understand how 
democracy and having a 
voice benefits the school 
community – School 
Council Elections and 
weekly behaviour vote. 

 Appreciate what makes us 
different and that differences 
should be celebrated. 

 What is bullying? 

 Recognising that we have 
different religious beliefs. 

 Understand why societies have to 
have rules – rule of law (British 
Values). 

 Discuss how people’s 
perceptions/impressions about 
someone can change over time. 

 Kirkleatham Museum – Saxon 
Princess. 

 INTO Film Festival. 

 Christmas Pantomime. 

 Visit the local Mandir. 

 Monster over the Hill by  Pie 
Corbett. 

 Beowulf – Michael Morpurgo. 

 Firework Maker’s Daughter –  
Phillip Pullman.  

  

  

R.E. - Curriculum Overview 
Why do religions have rules? 

 Understand why societies have to have rules. 

 Know that religious groups have specific rules or guidelines to live by. 

 Understand why rules are important to religions. 
How and why do Hindus celebrate Divali? 

 Understand the basic facts of the Hindu religion. 

 Understand key events of the story of Rama and Sita. 

 Understand the characters’ feelings in the story.  

 Understand what Divali means to Hindus. 

 Understand that Hindus celebrate Divali. 
How do Christians celebrate Christmas today? 

 Understand the difference between Christmas as a religious festival and secular 
celebration. 

 Understand how Christians celebrate Christmas. 

 Understand how worship is important to Christians. 

 Understand why candles are used and the significance to Christians. 

The children will conduct research about the similarities and 
difference between different religious groups. They will present 
this information to their peers. 
 
A visit to the local Mandir to further appreciate the Hindu 
religion will take place at the beginning of this unit of work. The 
children will then look at the life of Rama and Sita and their 
significance.  Finally, the children will study the festival of Divali 
and what this means to Hindus. 
 
At Christmas time, the children will discuss the importance of 
the birth of Jesus to Christians.  Looking at Christians traditions 
linked to Christmas and why these are important to Christians. 


