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Walk like an Egyptian 
Key words 

Ancient Egypt Key Words: Egypt, ancient, modern, ancient civilisations, archaeology, artefact, BC, pharaoh, gods, goddesses, climate, 
arid, pyramids, tomb, mummification, Africa, Atlas, area, capital city, country, continent, map, climate, north, south, east, west, world. 

 

English – National Curriculum / Skills Overview 

Reading: 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books that are structured in different ways, 
including fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books, identifying their themes 
and conventions. 

  Read for a range of purposes. 

 Develop their understanding of books they can read independently. 

 Check that the text makes sense to them, beginning to explain the meaning of words in 
context and identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph. 

 Begin to ask questions and improve their understanding of a text. 

 Begin to draw inferences. 

 Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader's interest and imagination. 

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts. 

 Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read 
for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

 Begin to use dictionaries to check the meaning of words. 

Regular reading for pleasure sessions will continue to take place 
as well as guided reading sessions based on developing specific 
skills. The children will also continue to use and build upon ‘The 
Pawsome Gang’ in guided reading lessons to develop the skills 
needed to retrieve information from a longer text, skimming and 
scanning to find information quickly.  They will use the class 
story of ‘Flat Stanley and the Egyptian Grave Robbers’ to 
summarise events on a regular basis and use contextual clues to 
deduce the meanings of new words. They will begin to check 
their ideas using dictionaries. They will also build on earlier 
inference work and begin to use supporting evidence from a text 
to answer questions such as ‘Find and copy a phrase/word which 
shows….’ Children will build their experience of using clues in the 
text to predict possible future events. 
As part of topic work in History and Science, they will be 
introduced to non-fiction texts and reading comprehensions 
about Ancient Egypt, Forces and Plants where they can extend 
their knowledge and understanding of the topics studied. They 
will use the features of non-fiction texts to find and retrieve 
information and to extend their vocabulary. 
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Writing: 
Writing genres will include: 
Story Telling, narrative – setting description, story openings. 
Letters, recounts, non-chronological reports.  
Fact File-River Nile. 
Explanatory writing. 

 
Plan written work by: 
• Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand 

and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
• Discussing and recording ideas. 
Draft and write by: 
• Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 

varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures (English Appendix 
2). 

• Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
• In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. 
• In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (for example, headings and 

sub-headings). 
Evaluate and edit by: 
• Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others' writing and suggesting improvements. 
• Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
• Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
• Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation 

and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
Spelling 
• Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1). 
• Spell further homophones. 
• Spell words that are often misspelt (Appendix 1). 
• Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and irregular 

plurals. 
• Use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
• Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and 

punctuation so far taught. 
 
 

The children will use facts researched about Ancient Egypt to 
write non-chronological reports based around Ancient Egypt. 
They will research information about the River Nile and write a 
fact file (linked to Geography work) which they will present to 
their peers. They will then research information about modern 
Egypt and present it in the form of a travel brochure or a 
persuasive letter. 
 
After reading the class text, Flat Stanley and the Great Egyptian 
Grave Robbery, they will write a setting description of an 
Egyptian bazaar. They will also write setting descriptions based 
around pictures linked to guided reading from ‘Once Upon a 
Picture.’ 
They will study a story telling unit adapted from the class text of 
‘Flat Stanley and the Great Egyptian Grave Robbery.’  The 
children will read the adapted story and create a story map to 
outline the key events. They will use this to embed the language 
structures, retell the story and then to write their own version of 
the story independently.  
 
Linked to the Science topic of ‘Plants’,  the children will identify 
the features of explanatory writing and use their scientific 
knowledge to produce an explanatory report on how a seed 
grows, a plant’s or broad bean’s life cycle and the process of 
pollination. 
 
The Spelling Shed Scheme will be used to teach spelling, with 
differentiated/adapted group work within this for those children 
who need it. Weekly homework on words from Year 3/4 spelling 
list except those children who follow a multi-sensory approach, 
recapping key words as well as sounds previously taught in 
phonics and spelling patterns (Appendix 1). 
 
 
 
 
 



 Handwriting 
• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that join letters and understand which letters, when 

adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 
• Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by 

ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing 
are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

There will be regular handwriting practice using the Twinkl 
cursive scheme. 

 
 
 

 Science – National Curriculum / Skills  Overview 
 Scientific Enquiry: 

 Ask relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them.  

 Set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests.  

 Make systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers 

and data loggers.  

 Gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of ways to help in answering 

questions.  

 Record findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 

charts, and tables.  

 Report on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or 

presentations of results and conclusions.  

 Use results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 

improvements and raise further questions.  

 Identify differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 

processes.  

 Use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. 
Forces and Magnets 

 Compare how things move on different surfaces.  

 Notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces can act 
at a distance. 

 Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and not 
others. 

 Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they 
are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials. 

 In the topic of Forces and Magnets, the children will observe 
and compare how objects move on different surfaces and 
record the effect that a surface has on the speed and 
distance of travel. They will record this in tables and bar 
charts and then ask and answer questions based around 
these.  (Cross-curricular Maths link to measures and data 
handling). They will recognise that some forces require 
contact between objects, but magnetic forces can act at a 
distance. They will build on this knowledge by investigating 
the distance at which magnets can attract materials and then 
classify materials based on whether or not they are attracted 
to a magnet. From this, they will draw simple conclusions and 
use these to predict and identify other materials which are 
likely to be magnetic. They will make simple observations 
about magnetic poles through practical exploration. 
The children will study the life of Sir Isaac Newton and 
understand his contribution to our understanding of gravity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Describe magnets as having two poles. 

 Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which poles 
are facing.  

Scientist studied: Isaac Newton  
Plants  

 Identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and flowers. 

 Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from 
soil and room to grow) and how they vary from plant to plant.  

 Investigate the way in which water is transported within plants.  

 Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal.  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Working Scientifically: Measure, fair test, accurate, bar chart, table, diagram, key, prediction, observation, 
systematic, conclusion, explain, evidence, change, process, improve, enquiry, comparative, fair test, scientific, 
thermometer, data logger. 

Forces and Magnets: Force, push, pull, start, stop, twist, contact force, non-contact force, magnetic force, force 
meter, newtons, magnet, strength, bar magnet, ring magnet, button magnet, horseshoe magnet, attract, repel, 
magnetic material, metal, iron, steel, poles, north pole, south pole. 
Plants: Photosynthesis, reproduction, pollen, insect/wind pollination, seed formation, conditions, pip, bean, 

shoot, seedling,  seed dispersal– wind dispersal, animal dispersal, water dispersal. 

 
 
Plants 
Children will be introduced to the topic of ‘Plants’ and the 
idea that every part has a job to do. They will explore 
questions that focus on the role of the roots and stem in 
nutrition and support, leaves for nutrition and flowers for 
reproduction. There will also be some discussion regarding 
how the leaves of plants make their own food in the presence 
of light, although this will not be studied in detail. 
Investigations will be based around how varying different 
factors, such as light and water affects plant growth. They will 
also make observations regarding how water is transported in 
plants and how seeds are formed by looking at the life cycle 
of a broad bean. They will study the process of pollination 
and seed dispersal. They will plant seeds and measure their 
growth, recording the results in tables and bar charts. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 History – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 

General History:  

 To develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and 
world history. 

 To establish clear narratives within and across the periods they study. 

 To note connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

 To develop the appropriate use of historical terms  to answer and sometimes devise  
historically valid questions. 

 To use relevant historical information to answer questions. 

 To understand that knowledge of the past is  constructed from a range of sources about 
the achievements of one of  the earliest civilizations. 

 
Study the achievements of one of the earliest civilisations: Ancient Egypt. 
 
  
  

Children will study Ancient Egypt which will involve 
selecting, organising and recalling information. 
They will use clues from artefacts to gain information about 
modern and ancient Egypt, including Tutankhamun, life in 
Ancient Egypt and the beliefs that they held. They will also 
research information about the River Nile and its impact on 
the lives of the Ancient Egyptians, considering how it affected 
land use and trade links (Geography links). They will be 
encouraged to think of questions then use books and the 
internet (QR codes) to research the answers (Life in Egypt). 
 

 

Design Technology – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Design 

 Design, generate and develop ideas. 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated 
sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 
computer-aided design.  

Make 

 Select tools, materials and components. 
Evaluate 

 Evaluate their ideas. 

 Understand how key events in design and technology have helped shape the world. 
Technical Knowledge 

 Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 
structures. 

 Understand and use mechanical systems in their products.  

The children will design and make an Egyptian shaduf. They 
will discuss and explore appropriate materials with which to 
construct their model, considering the properties of these and 
their suitability for purpose. They will also think about how 
they will join materials and the tools they will need. They will 
then design their model, build it and test it to see if it works. 
They will evaluate their final working models, suggesting 
changes to make it more effective.  

 
 
 
 



Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

 Drawing and Painting 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas. 

 To improve their mastery of drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials. 
 

Artist: Georgia O’Keefe 
Children will study the artist Georgia O’Keefe and use her 
work as a stimulus to create their own sketches, drawing and 
paintings of plants. They will explore how to achieve given 
effects through shading and blending using materials such as 
oil pastels, paints and chalks. 

 

 

Computing – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Understanding Technology and staying safe and responsible use of Technology:  

 Understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple 
services and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration. 

 Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact. 

Handling Data 

 Select, use and combine a variety of software on range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including 
collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information. 

 

Online safety will continue to be addressed throughout the 
term, accumulating in the children taking part in Safer Internet 
Day 2021.  
 
Children will decide on data to collect and the means of 
recording, then use programmes such as 2 Simple and 2 Graph 
to present their findings. They will ask and answer questions 
which required interpretation of this data and solve one and 
two step problems (e.g. how many more, how many fewer?). 
They will use information presented in bar charts, pictograms 
and tables.  
 
 

   Music – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with an increasing aural memory. 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality music. 
 

Children will participate in the Middle School Performance. 
 
Throughout the spring term, children will learn to play the 
ukulele with a specialist teacher from Tees Valley Music 
Service. 
 
 
  

 



Physical Education– National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Dance 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

 Perform dances with a range of movement patterns. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best. 

 
Swimming  

 Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 metres. 

 Use a range of strokes effectively and perform safe self-rescue in different water based 
situations. 

 
Net and wall Games - Tennis 

 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. 

 Play competitive games, modified where appropriate. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best. 
 

Dance 
The children will listen to music and practise keeping the beat. 
They will match movements to the beat and practise and 
perform sequences of movements which improve their 
flexibility, strength and balance. They will work in small groups 
to develop and practise their own sequences of movements 
and gradually increase their control and technique. Finally, 
each group will perform their dance to their peers. 
Children will participate in 7 weeks of swimming lessons 
provided by outside Sports Provider ‘Everyone Active’, Eston 
Leisure Centre.  
Tennis  
The children will receive coaching from ‘What a Racquet’ 
tennis coach. They will take part in activities based around 
improving coordination and control, such as throwing and 
catching in isolation and in pairs and will work to improve their 
previous performance. They will practise gaining control of the 
racquet both in isolation and in pairs, before engaging in 
games to improve their performance. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSHE – National Curriculum/ Skills  Overview 

Dreams and Goals 

 Know about a person who has faced difficult challenges and achieved success.  

 Identify a dream/ambition that is important to them. 

 Face new challenges by working out the best way to achieve them. 

 Take responsibility for their learning and be motivated and enthusiastic about a new 
challenge. 

 Recognise obstacles and take steps to overcome them. 

 Evaluate their own learning process. 
 
Relationships 

 Identify the roles and responsibilities of each member of my family. 

 Identify and put into practise friendship skills.  

 Know and use strategies to stay safe. 

 Know that some of the actions and work of people help/influence their lives. 

 Understand children’s rights and needs.  

 Express appreciation to friends and family. 

Children will follow the ‘Jigsaw’ scheme, playing games and 
acting out scenarios to develop their understanding of 
situations where people face challenges. They will make 
suggestions regarding how to overcome them and link this to 
their own experience, discussing ways in which they can 
overcome challenges they may face. They will talk about the 
ways in which they learn best and behaviours and strategies 
which support this. They will discuss how breaking down tasks 
can make them more manageable and support learning and 
link this to achieving success in a challenge or goal they may 
have. They will think of a dream or goal and identify ways in 
which they could achieve this. 
 
The children will use a set of relationship circles to identify 
people with whom they have relationships and place them 
correctly into the circle which represents how close the 
relationship is. They will discuss appropriate relationships and 
boundaries and highlight their appreciation of family and 
friends through discussion of activities they may do together or 
for each other. They will also talk about being a good friend and 
in small groups or pairs, work through friendship conflict 
scenarios using either the ‘solve it together’ or ‘mending 
friendship’ techniques. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Geography Curriculum Overview 

Physical Geography 

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts and rivers. 

Human Geography 

 Learn about types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Map and Field work 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

 To be introduced to the eight points of a compass and four figure grid references, 
symbols and keys to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

As part of the history topic, children will look at Egypt on maps 
and in atlases and also on Google Earth. They will identify the 
climate zone that Egypt is in and compare that climate to our 
own. They will also look at the effect of the River Nile on life for 
the Ancient Egyptians and how it affected land use and 
settlement.  
 
They will find out which continent Egypt is part of, identify the 
capital city and find out about modern Egypt, leading to the 
writing of a travel brochure or persuasive letter during their 
English work.    

R.E. -  Curriculum Overview 

Pupils should be taught: 
What do the miracles tell us about who Jesus was? 

 To understand why Christians believe that Jesus is God’s son. 

 To understand that Christians believe Jesus had power over nature, sickness and sin. 
 
What do Christians remember on Palm Sunday? 

 To understand the story of what happened on Palm Sunday. 

 To understand how different people in the story felt and reacted. 

 To understand the difference between a royal king and Jesus as a king. 

 To understand how and why Christians celebrate Palm Sunday. 
 

British Values:  an acceptance that other people are free to choose different faiths/beliefs 
and this is protected in law 
 

The children will listen to and retell Bible stories and identify 
the parts that reflect the Christian belief that Jesus was God’s 
son.  
 
They will read and discuss stories from the bible that tell 
readers of Jesus’s miracles and identify what Christians believe 
about Jesus. 
 
In the run up to Easter, children will learn about the period of 
Lent as a time of preparation for Christians. They will read and 
retell different parts of the Easter story, showing understanding 
of the feelings of those in the stories and the reasons for their 
actions. 



 
 
 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

 Respect for the culture 
and beliefs of others – RE 
and ongoing work in 
class. 

 Tolerance – RE and PSHE 
links. 

 Democracy – linked to 
work on relationships. 

 Rule of Law – the need 
for rules with our school 
community. 

 

 Linked to topic work on Egypt and 
associated English work. 

 Discussion of ideas and debate 
surrounding different scenarios 
linked to ‘Relationships’ and ‘Dreams 
and Goals’. 

 Hancock Museum  Flat Stanley and the Great 
Egyptian Grave Robbery  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

  French – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 

Children will: 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by listening and joining 
in. 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes. 

 Engage in simple conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and 
respond to those of others. 

 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so others understand them.  

 Appreciate stories, songs and poems in French. 
 

Children will use the ‘Rigolo’ scheme to teach the French 
language units for Year 3. They will be able to ask and answer 
questions and engage in simple conversations which involve: 

 Numbers 11-20 

 The names of common animals 

 Basic adjectives to describe characters and animals 

 Days of the week 

 Names of body parts 
 
Sing songs using J’aime Chanter resource. 


