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Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 

Understanding the World 

 Can talk about somethings that they 
have observed in the natural world 
(link to space and the text, 
“Whatever Next” by Jill Murphy). 

 Ask questions about aspects of their 
familiar world. 

 Talk about why things happen and 
how things work. 

 Develop an understanding of 
growth, decay and changes over 
time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic language: 
Over, under, through, next to, in, on and 
above. 
Using the story map approach, vocabulary: 
Bear, paw, teeth, simple adjectives– soft, large 
etc. 
  

Hands on learning opportunities: 
Children will: 

 Explore basic features of space, e.g. 
stars and moon whilst reading 
“Whatever Next” by Jill Murphy. They 
talk about what they have seen in the 
story and make links to their own 
experiences. 

 Have the opportunity to ask questions 
about space. 

 Explore the colanders in the water area 
and make links with the story. The 
children will talk about why Baby Bear 
got wet with his colander hat. This will 
give them the opportunity to explore 
water further and make it move in 
different ways (child led). 

 Children will observe what is happening 
to our outdoor tree and make links to 
the tree in autumn. They will observe 

Throughout the indoor and outdoor environments 
children will have opportunity to: 

 Explore and role play being in space within the 
context of “Whatever Next”. They will explore 
suitable clothes and props needed for space. 

 Children will observe different images from 
space and talk about them using their own 
experiences. 

 Children will explore the water area with 
different scenarios, including how different 
objects pour.  

 Children will have access to a range of 
technology and have chance to explore what 
different buttons are used for. This will include a 
range of basic equipment. 

 Children will have technology available to help 
them to develop their role play, e.g. torches 
from the story, CDs with relevant sound effects. 

 Easter crafts and songs will be used to prompt 
discussion about the natural world and 
children’s understanding of Easter . 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expressive arts and design 

 Tap out simple repeated rhythms. 

 Understand they can use lines to 
enclose space and shapes to 
represent objects. 

 Realise tools can be used for a 
purpose. 

 
Reading 

 Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic 
activities. 

 Show awareness of rhyme and 
alliteration. 

 Recognise rhythm in spoken words. 

 Recognise their own name. 

 Handle books carefully.  

 Listen to stories with increasing 
recall and attention. 

 
 
 
 

the buds forming and beginning to 
grow. 

 Children will use technology to 
photograph each other and film each 
other in role. 

 Children will press play and pause to 
make different noises to help retell the 
bear hunt story. 

 The children will explore torches when 
reading “The Spooky Old Tree”. They 
will turn them on/off and explore their 
use. 

 Children will discuss the meaning of 
Easter and new life. 

 
 Most children will take part in 

phase 1 phonics groups daily. This 
will include exploring instruments 
and repeated rhythms 

 Children will have regularly 
changing craft activities available to 
allow them to explore the use of 
different tools and materials.  

 

 Children will take part in daily 
phonics sessions to teach them an 
awareness of rhyme and 
alliteration using a range of 
activities. 

 Children will listen to rhymes 
regularly during class inputs and 
recognise the rhythm during class 
stories that contain rhyme. 

 Children will be expected to find 
their name for self-registration and 
to play outside. 

 Children will listen to stories daily 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Instruments available for children to explore, 
name and experiment with. Children will explore 
the different sounds and volumes with adult 
support and child initiated. 

 Develop new skills and practise known skills and 
tools, such as scissors, paint and glue. 

 
 
 

 Phonics will give children a wide variety of 
rhyme and alliteration games and activities. For 
instance, listening to stories, rhyme bingo, odd 
one out games where children need to recognise 
alliteration and rhyme. 

 Children will have opportunity to choose stories 
to listen to with an adult. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Writing 

 Begin to recognise the initial letter 
in their own name. 

 Grip using 5 finger grip of preferably 
2 fingers and thumb.  

 Copy shapes, letters and pictures. 

 Start to write identifiable letters and 
shapes. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number/Shape Space and Measures. 
Continue from last half term, building upon 
this learning and continue with number of 
the week to 10 

 Children will begin to recite 
numbers in order to 10 

 Children will be aware that 
numbers identify how many 
objects are in a set 

 Children will begin to match some 
numerals and quantity correctly 

 Begin to represent numbers using 
fingers, marks and pictures 

 Show an interest in numerals in the 
environment 

 Use the language of size 

in group situations and be asked 
questions about the story. 

 
 

 Children will write their initial letter 
with an adult and build upon this 
once confident. 

 Children will mark make and where 
able begin to use initial letters to 
show that work is theirs. 

 Children will draw shapes and 
letters that are identifiable. 

 Ribbons will be used to teach 
different mark making shapes 
linked to writing as gross motor 
movements and then as fine motor 
movements. Correct pencil grip will 
be modelled.  

 
 
 
 

 Children will have a number a week 
with number areas and activities 
linked to this. 

 Children will see numbers 
represented in different ways and 
in different scenarios. 

 Children will have opportunities to 
use different resources, including 
natural and man-made, to use their 
number skills.  

 Children will count as a class in real 
life situations and with the support 
of an adult match a numeral. 

 Children will represent numbers in 
different ways and using different 

 
 
 
 

 Children will be encouraged and praised for 
mark making, particularly when they write 
recognisable letters from their names. 

 Staff will encourage children to use letters on 
their work. 

 Children will have regular meaningful activities 
to encourage them to mark make and write 
letters, e.g. writing an invitation to parents to 
come to our bake sale, drawing posters for our 
teddy bear’s picnic. 

 Children will be able to get their name card out 
independently and to copy letters from it. 

 Staff will work with children to practise letter 
formation with initial letters. 

 Regular opportunities will be given to explore 
mark making/letter forming in different 
situations, e.g. in shaving foam, glitter, chalk. 
 

 Children will watch an episode each week of 
“Numberblocks”. The number area will be 
around the number of the week giving children 
opportunity to explore the number in more 
detail, this will continue up to number 10. 

 NCETM Powerpoints will be used to support 
learning and enabling environment suggestions 
used. For example, children will do 1 pink 
stamp, 1 purple stamp, 1 orange stamp, 
children will have cups with numbers on and do 
magic maths – which number is the ball 
underneath? 

 Children will also take part in adult led 
intervention groups at their level to support 
their current level of development. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Social Emotional Development. 

 Enjoys make belief both alone and 
with other children. 

 Confident to talk to other children 
when playing. 

 Have an ability to share and take 
turns. 

 Can forms good relationships with 
adults and peers. 

 Keeps play going by responding to 
what others are saying or doing. 

 Welcomes and values praise.  

 Wants to please familiar adults. 

 Enjoys the responsibility of carrying 
out tasks.  

 
 
 
 
Communication and Language 
Building upon skills from Spring 1. 
In addition: 

 Re-tell parts of stories. 

 Show understanding of prepositions 
by carrying out an action.  

 Begin to understand why and how 
questions. 

 Questions why things happens. 

 Use talk in pretending objects stand 
for something else in play. 

 Use vocabulary based on objects 

resources. 
 Children will use the language of 

size through the stories, 
particularly Goldilocks. 

 
 

 Children will enjoy make belief in a 
range of familiar and imaginative 
situations using available props and 
support from their peers and adults. 

 Children will talk to a range of peers 
when playing in different situations. 

 Children will take turns with toys, props 
and masks. 

 Children will turn take with technology 
and new equipment following adult 
modelling and encouragement. 

 Children will develop relationships, 
building up closer friendships, as well as 
playing as part of a group. 

 Children will respond to their peers 
during play, so that the play develops 
using known storylines and props to 
support them. 

 

 Children will retell stories using props 
to support them and remind them. 

 Children will experience prepositions 
from actions in “We’re going on a bear 
hunt” and “The Spooky Old Tree”.  

 Children will experience ‘why’ and 
‘how’ questions in the context of 
familiar stories and within the 
classroom environment. 

 Children will have new experiences and 
opportunities to talk about why certain 
things happen. For example, Baby 

 Children will use numerals in the environment, 
for example seeing how many children can play 
in an area and following this rule. 

 Children will experience the large, medium and 
small objects in Goldilocks’ role play house. 
 

Children will: 

 Have lots of opportunities to role play with an 
adult using familiar situations and stories. Props 
will also be available in different situations to 
encourage and support children in their own 
self-led play. 

 Children will have chance to role play and play 
alongside different peers inside and outside. 

 Children will have a range of resources available 
to explore together and take turns with. Children 
will be supported with turn taking by adults 
where needed. 

 Adults will model and praise good turn taking 
and role playing. They will model building upon 
play and keeping it going. 

 Children have the chance to share their own 
bear at the teddy bear picnic and to share other 
children’s toys. 
 

Children will: 

 Retell different stories in different ways. 

 Play with puppets, masks and props. 

 Listen to adults retell stories and mimic actions 
and intonation. 

 Use objects from the story to retell it and apply 
new vocabulary in their play e.g. in Goldilocks’s 
house role play. 

 Have hands on opportunities to explore the 
stories creatively, e.g. putting on wellies and 
colanders to go to the moon, tasting porridge 
which is sweet, salty, cold. 



that are important to them. 

 Builds up a vocabulary that reflects 
their experiences.  

 
 
 
 
 
Physical (building upon Spring 1) 

 Move freely and with pleasure in a 
variety of ways. 

 Can copy some letters, e.g. from 
their name. 

 Experiments with different ways of 
moving. 

 Dress with help and puts their coat 
on independently. 

 Continue to build upon snipping 
skills. 

 Use a knife safely. 
 

 
 

Bear’s colander hat. 

 Children will have props provided to 
retell stories and the chance to choose 
their own props to represent objects. 

 Children will use new vocabulary 
introduced through the stories to retell 
the story and in different situations.  

 
 Outdoor learning opportunities will 

give daily opportunity to practise 
different gross motor physical 
skills, e.g. running, climbing, 
moving in different ways, 
balancing. 

 Some children will be involved in 
‘Squiggle while you wriggle’ 
intervention to develop gross 
motor movements. This will 
develop to children producing 
different shapes which will then 
lead to copying some letters of 
their name. 

 Scissors will be regularly available 
during the independent provision 
to practise snipping paper. 

 Name writing will be introduced to 
children who are developmentally 
ready. 

 Children will re-cover how we use 
knives safely and effectively.  

 
 

 

 

 Outside, retell stories using large movements 
and different sensory experiences, e.g. Bear 
Hunt – swishy, swashy grass and squelch in the 
mud. 
 

 
 
 
Children will: 

 Make movements to pop songs using ribbons. 
They will then make these marks on paper, 
beginning with basic lines up to cross overs and 
‘the hump’.  

 Children will practise balancing, jumping, 
climbing, throwing, catching, kicking balls 
outside daily. 

 Scissors will be used with playdough to practise 
snipping. 

 Name writing cards will be available for children 
to access to help them to practise name writing. 
Intervention will be used to support children 
further. 

 Children will move in different ways when 
retelling ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ and other 
stories. 

 Children will be encouraged to put their coat on 
independently when playing outside.  

 Children will make sandwiches for their teddy 
bear’s picnic and cut their sandwiches up. 

 

 


