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Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 

Understanding the world 

 Begins to show an interest in 
different occupations. 

 Develop an understanding of 
growth, decay and changes over 
time. 

 Begin to show care and concern for 
living things. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expressive arts and design 

 Captures experiences and responses 

 Children will learn about different 
occupations, experiencing the roles 
they take on. 

 Children will observe how plants 
grow, observing them as a seed, 
shoot and fully grown plant. 

 Children will learn about the life 
cycle of a butterfly. 

 Children will discuss names for 
adult and young animals. 

 Children will understand how to 
look after their own plants, e.g. 
watering it daily. 

 Children will observe how our 
Foundation Stage tree has 
changed, e.g. it now has green 
leaves and apples are growing. 

 Children will observe our 
caterpillars and discuss how we can 
look after them. 

 Children will look at a basic human 
life cycle, observing how they have 
changed since they were a baby 
and how they will change as they 
grow older. 

 
 

 Children will have opportunity to 
represent their learning and 

 Children will have visits from different 
professions and have opportunity to ask them 
different questions. 

 Children will have access to fiction and non-
fiction texts around different occupations and 
discuss.  

 Role play areas will allow children to experience 
different occupations, e.g. a vets, a hospital. 

 Children will all plant their own seed and watch 
how it grows, caring for it themselves.  

 Children will plant seeds and plants in our 
outdoor area and observe them. 

 Children will observe the plants and animals that 
they can find in our outdoor area. 

 Children will watch how caterpillars change to 
butterflies and observe them in our investigation 
stations using equipment such as magnifying 
glasses. 

 Children will look at our Foundation Stage tree 
and discuss how it has changed comparing it to 
different seasons. 

 Children will bring photos of themselves as 
babies and discuss how we have changed. 
 

 
 
 

 Children to have access to different craft 

  



with a range of media, such as 
music, dance and paint and other 
materials or words. 

 Create simple representations of 
events, people and objects. 

 
 
 
Physical 
 
To consolidate and build upon previous 
half term’s work and gain more confidence 
in these skills. 

 
 
Continued provision: 

 Draw lines and circles using gross 
motor movements. 

 Begin to snip paper.  

 Copy some letters or shapes. 

 Catch a large ball. 

 Move confidently in different ways. 

 Children to be encouraged to hold 
pencil between thumb and two 
fingers. 

 To continue to understand the good 
practices regarding to exercise and 
healthy eating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication and Language 
 

 Use vocabulary based on objects 

understanding in a range of ways, 
such as role playing occupations, 
using creative resources to present 
their ideas.  

 Children will move to music to 
represent how a caterpillar 
changes to a butterfly. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Children will continue to work on 
mark making, using large 
movements to make shapes and in 
different materials. 

 When writing, children will be 
encouraged to hold tools using the 
tripod grip. 

 Children will work on copying and 
writing letters from their name. 

 Work will continue from last term 
to focus on fine and gross motor 
movements.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 Children will learn new vocabulary 

materials and tools, such as paint, pens, sticking 
materials.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provision areas set up to facilitate opportunities to: 

 Thread. 

 Use peg boards. 

 Use a range of tools. 

 Mould, roll and squeeze playdough. 

 Assemble jigsaws. 

 Use scissors. 
 
Outdoor provisions set up to encourage children to: 

 Climb. 

 Jump. 

 Balance.  

 Move in different ways. 

 Move around obstacles. 
 
Interventions for name writing at child’s individual level. 
 
 
 
 
 



and people that are of particular 
importance to them. 

 Extends vocabulary, especially by 
grouping and naming, exploring the 
meaning and sounds of new words. 

 Question why things happen and gives 
explanations. Asks - who, what, when, 
how? 

 Begins to ask the meaning of words. 

 Follows simple instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Physical Social Emotional Development 
Continue from last half term, focusing on 
positive relationships, classroom boundaries 
and role playing 
 

 Show confidence in asking adults for 
help. 

 Begin to accept the needs of others. 

 Responds to reasoning. 

 Beginning to negotiate and solve 
problems without aggression. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

through daily conversations and 
topic work, such as seed, cocoon. 

 Children will extend their 
vocabulary, such as using 
vocabulary during their role play 
and conversations in the 
investigation station. 

 Children will learn new language 
through observations, reading texts 
and discussions. 

 Children will name the parts of a 
plant and use language throughout 
the stages of growth. 

 Children will be encouraged to ask 
questions to visiting professionals, 
question about their observations 
of plants and animals and ask the 
meaning of new words. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Children will be encouraged to 
communicate using their voices 
when they need help. 

 Circle time will be used to discuss 
the needs of others, this will be 
modelled throughout all sessions 
when opportunity arises. 

 Children to be encouraged to solve 
problems independently where 
possible.  

 

 
 
 
 

 Investigation station opportunities to investigate 
and talk about the changes to plants and 
animals. 

 Non-fiction texts available to explore and look 
at. 

 Visitors from different occupations to introduce 
new language, such as showing stethoscopes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children will have: 

 Circle times to model behaviours and how to 
solve problems. 

 Encouragement throughout everyday situations 
to support children in reacting without 
aggression, teaching children skills to use to 
solve some of their own problems. 

 Lots of opportunities to role play with an adult 
using familiar situations and stories. Props will 
also be available in different situations to 
encourage and support children in their own 
self-led play.  

 Children will have chance to role play and play 
alongside different peers inside and outside. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 

 Reinforce the understanding of rhyme 
and alliteration. 

 Handles books carefully. 

 Holds books the correct way and turns 
pages. 

 Continue a rhyming string. 

 Listens to stories with increasing 
attention and recall. 

 Hears the initial sound in words. 

 Join in with retelling stories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing 

 Grips using five fingers and tripod grip 
encouraged. 

 Copy shapes, letters and pictures. 

 Begin to break the flow of speech into 
words. 

 Continues a rhyming string. 

 Begins to write own name. 

 Hears and says the initial sounds in 
words. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Nursery 2 children will take part in 
daily Phase One phonics activities 
focusing on rhyme, initial sounds 
and alliteration within sessions. 

 Children will regularly share stories 
with adults during class story time 
and in the areas. 

 Adults will model holding books 
correctly and how the text is read. 

 Children will listen to stories daily, 
with questions asked.  

 Stories and non-fiction texts will be 
read of different lengths. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Children will be encouraged and 
supported during mark making 
activities to hold tools using the 
tripod grip, particularly during 
taught phonics and name writing 
interventions. 

 Pictures and shapes available for 
children to copy. 

 Rhyming strings and hearing initial 

 Children will have a range of resources available 
to explore together and turn take with. Children 
will be supported with turn taking by adults 
where needed. 

 Adults will model and praise good turn taking 
and role playing. They will model building upon 
play and keeping it going. 

 Role play areas changed regularly to allow 
children to explore a range of different 
scenarios.  

 

 Phonics activities used, such as sound bingo, silly 
soup, sound hunts, rhyming books, initial sound 
picture blocks. 

 Daily class story time, stories of the week and 
opportunity in the areas to read in small groups 
and independently. 

 Reading of different text styles, such as fact files 
on animals. 

 Non-fiction and fiction texts to be within the 
provision areas for children to look at alongside 
their play. 

 Children will re-tell parts of “Jack and the 
Beanstalk” as part of our plants topic. 

 Children will become familiar with “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle and anticipate 
key events in the story. 

 
 
 

 Mark making and writing activities to be 
available daily within the provision. 

 Children encouraged to mark make and write 
within role play areas.  

 Some directed tasks throughout the term where 
children write for a purpose, such as writing 
their name on labels.  

 Phonics sessions to have regular opportunity to 



 Some children will write their own 
name. 

 Some children will write some 
identifiable letters to communicate 
meaning.  

 
 
 
 
 
Number and Shape Space and Measures 

 Begin to recognise to numerals to 5 and 
then 10. 

 Begin to count objects to 10. 

 Practise representing numbers to 10 in 
different ways. 

 Use the language ‘solid’ for 3D and ‘flat’ 
for 2D. 

 Use shapes appropriately for tasks. 

 Selects some particular named shapes. 

 Begin to talk about shapes. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

sounds to be taught within the 
phonics session. 

 Rhyming stories to be read and 
talked about during story time. 

 Name writing targeted intervention 
used for children who are 
developmentally ready. 

 Read Write Inc phonics scheme 
used for those children who are 
secure with phase one phonics. 

 

 Children to recognise numerals up 
to 5 and then begin to recognise 
numerals to 10. 

 Children will have opportunity to 
count different objects.  

 Children will be encouraged to 
represent numbers using fingers, 
Numicon, simple pictures and 
numerals. 

 Children will have opportunity to 
explore 2D and 3D shapes, making 
simple representations and 
arrangements. They will be 
encouraged to use them 
appropriately, e.g. circles for 
wheels on a picture. 

 Children will name circle, square, 
rectangle and triangle.  

 Children will be encouraged to 
explore the appearance of shapes, 
discussing flat, solid, round and tall. 

play with rhymes and initial sounds. 

 Daily targeted name writing intervention, 
beginning with recognising names, initial letters 
and developing appropriately. 

 Name writing cards available for children to 
copy.  

 Children encouraged to write letters and shapes 
to represent their name on their own work. 
 

 
 
 

 Number areas set up with different objects to 
count including resources such as buttons, 
leaves and different theme linked images. 

 Numerals displayed for children to look and 
discuss. 

 Numerals within the environment, such as 4 
allowed in an area. 

 Daily encouragement to join in with recognising 
numerals within the class, daily flashing of the 
numbers and opportunity to represent numbers 
on fingers. 

 Weekly number groups with opportunity to 
represent numbers with Numicon, fingers and 
basic pictures. 

 2D and 3D shapes in the areas to build 
arrangements and images. 

 Guided adult tasks to model how to use shapes 
appropriately. 

 Shape hunts. 

 


