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       Animals. 
 
 
 

Foundation Stage Curriculum Skills Overview 

Understanding of the World: 

 Children know about similarities 
and differences in relation to 
places and living things. 

 They make observations of animals 
and explain why somethings occur, 
and talk about changes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Technology: 

 They select and use technology for 
particular purposes. 

 
Expressive Arts Creating with Materials: 

 Understands that different media can 
be combined to create new effects. 

 They safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques. 

 

Vocabulary about animals: 
Farm animals and their babies, animals 
from other environments e.g. Polar, 
Jungle, Sea life. 
 
Hands on learning opportunities: 

 Planned visit to Monk Farm to 
handle and observe animals. 

 Using role-play and small world to 
recreate different environments.  

 To use non-fiction material to 
enhance children’s learning animals 
and their environments.  

 To be able to talk about the 
changes that occur in animals as 
they grew. 

 
 

 Use search engines to research 
animals living conditions. 

 
 

 Use a variety of tools to create 
different effects to represent 
animals.  

 To combine different mediums to 
imitate animals coats. 

Through small world and role-play the children will 
recognise different groups of animals, and begin to 
understand that animals depend on their environment: 
 

 To use correct vocabulary in naming the 
animals. 

 To identify climate changes for different groups 
of animals.  

 To begin to recognise their own impact on their 
environment and that of others, 
 

To use non-fiction materials and computers to learn 
about other environments that we cannot visit. 
 
To be able to correctly identify the vocabulary of young 
farm animals and their parents, e.g. bull, cow, calf, ram, 
ewe, lamb. 

 

Children will work with an adult and independently to 
access images of animals using a form of technology.  

 
 

 

Working with an adult and independently children will 
refer to the reference material and depict animals. 
They will pay close attention to the similarities and 
differences. 
 



Creating with Materials: 

 Chooses to use particular colours for a 
purpose. 

 Create simple representations of 
animals. 

 Children use media and materials, 
thinking about uses and purposes. 

 
 
Literacy: Comprehension, Word Reading and 
Writing 

 Can segment the sounds in simple 
words and blend them together and 
knows which letters represent some of 
them.  

 Begin to read words and simple 
sentences. 

 Enjoy an increasing range of books. 

 Know that information can be 
retrieved from books and computers. 

 Children read and understand simple 
sentences.  

 
Numerical Patterns: 

 Children use everyday language to talk 
about size and weight.  

 They can compare items by length, 
height and weight. 

 Children will be encouraged to 
represent a wide variety of animals 
using different techniques. 

 In imaginative play, children will 
select appropriate animals for 
different environments. 

 
 
 

 To be able to compose and write 
words, phrases and some simple 
sentences. 

 To be able to access some text 
using their phonic and sight 
vocabulary skills. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Initially, through guided tasks, 
children will be introduced to the 
language of measures. 

 In play situations, this vocabulary 
will be used to describe animals 
and features.  

Children will be shown techniques to assist them in 
drawing, painting and creating animals. 
Children will then be encouraged to use these skill 
independently. 
Adults will play alongside the children in small word and 
role-play situations to guide and discuss the animals in 
use.  

 
 

Writing opportunities will be available in the areas, 
children will be expected to be utilising their phonic 
knowledge to write within play.  
Children will be able to access a range of fiction and 
non-fiction materials.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Models and toys will be used in practical situations to 
encourage the use and understanding of vocabulary, 
such as: long, short, tall, small, medium heavy and 
light.  

 


