
Geography Year 3 Autumn Spring Summer 
Objectives 

Map and Field work 

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital /computer 
mapping to locate counties and cities in the UK.  

 To be introduced to the eight points of a compass 
and four figure grid references, symbols and keys to 
build their  knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider World. 

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital 
technologies. 

 
Human Geography/Locational knowledge  

 Name and locate counties and cities of the UK and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics  

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe (including the location of Russia) 
concentrating on the major cities.  

 Understand different types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom and a region in a non-European country. 

 
Physical Geography 

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts and rivers. 

World War 2 
Children will locate the  UK 
and the European countries 
involved in World War 2 on 
maps, globes and using ICT.  
 
Children will look at maps of 
UK and Europe and identify 
the countries and major cities. 
This will be linked to the World 
War 2 work in history. ICT will 
be used as part of this, for 
example, use of Google Earth 
to look at parts of UK and 
Europe. They will use maps to 
find places that were heavily 
bombed during the war and 
link this to types of settlement 
(towns/cities/countryside) and 
evacuation. They will also 
consider how economic 
activity was affected by the 
war when learning about the 
home front, rationing and the 
‘dig for victory’ campaign.  

 

Egypt 
As part of the history topic, 
children will look at Egypt on 
maps and in atlases and also 
on Google Earth. They will 
identify the climate zone that 
Egypt is in and compare that 
climate to our own. They will 
also look at the effect of the 
River Nile on life for the 
Ancient Egyptians and how it 
affected land use and 
settlement.  
 They will find out which 
continent Egypt is part of, 
identify the capital city and 
find out about modern Egypt, 
leading to the writing of a 
travel brochure or persuasive 
letter during their English 
work.    

Ghana 
The children will be introduced 
to the country of Ghana in Africa, 
which links with the Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory topic they 
will be studying in English 
lessons. They will identify Ghana 
on a variety of maps, atlases and 
globes, learn where it is in 
relation to the UK and find its 
capital city. The children will 
learn about the similarities 
between Ghana and the UK, 
exploring their climates, 
population, agriculture, land use 
and industry in relation to 
chocolate production and 
compare the life of a child in 
Ghana with their own life.  
 

Fieldwork 
The children will walk around the 
local area and record their own 
sketch maps. They will learn how 
to use keys and how to interpret 
an OS map of their own locality. 
They will interpret maps and use 
4 figure grid references to 
identify and position landmarks. 
They will also learn how to use a 
compass to locate north and link 
this to the compass points to 
locate landmarks on a map. 

 


