
 

Year 4 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Topic Theme The Smashing Saxons  The Victorious Vikings  The Locomotion  

Objectives: 
• Use different planning styles to record 

ideas.  
• Compose sentences using rich 

vocabulary and varied sentence 
structures. 

• Organise paragraphs around a theme. 
• In narratives create settings, 

characters and plot. 
• In non-narrative material, use simple 

organisational devices (headings and 
subheadings). 

• Assess the effectiveness of their own 
writing for vocabulary, grammar, 
punctuation and spelling through proof 
reading. 

• Write a range of sentences by using a 
wider range of subordinating and co-
ordinating conjunctions.  

• Use the present perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past tense. 

• Use nouns or pronouns appropriately 
to avoid repetition. 

• Use a greater range of conjunctions, 
adverbs and prepositions to express 
time and cause. 

• Use a greater range of fronted 
adverbials and place the comma 
correctly (time, adverbial starters). 

• Consistently use the possessive 
apostrophe with plural nouns. 

• Punctuate direct speech consistently (5 
points of speech). 

 

The children will read the story of “The 
Monster Over the Hill” and create a story map 
outlining the key events of the story. They will 
then use this to write their own version of “The 
Monster Over the Hill”. 
Next, the children will study the poem of 
‘Beowulf’ and the modern retelling of this tale. 
They will use this as a stimulus for their 
narrative writing. The character Grendal will be 
used to create a non-chronological report.  
After this, the children will use the knowledge 
they have obtained from their Topic work, to 
produce a report on Anglo-Saxon life. They will 
then email a third party, imagining they are an 
archaeologist who has recently discovered the 
Anglo-Saxon Princess’ remains. 
When we return from our visit, the children 
will recap their knowledge of a recount and its 
features before compiling their own recount in 
the form of a letter of thanks for their visit to 
Kirkleatham Museum. 
Following on from this, using a cross-curricular 
Science link, the children will identify the 
features of explanatory writing and use their 
scientific knowledge to produce an 
explanatory report on the Water Cycle. 
As Electricity will be our main focus in Autumn 
Two, the children will learn how to research 
information on Albert Einstein. Before 
producing a fact file, the children will identify 
the features of this genre of writing. The 
children will then be given the opportunity to 
present their fact files to their peers.  
Towards the end of Autumn Two, the children 
will create a set of instructions, detailing how 
to create their hanging Christmas decoration.  

The children will read the story of “Little 
Leo and The Moon Rabbit” and create a 
story map outlining the key events of the 
story. They will then use this to write 
their own version of ‘Little Leo and the 
Moon Rabbit’ story independently. 
The children will then study the features 
of a newspaper article before planning 
and writing a recount of the Viking raids. 
They will complete an independent 
recount on the winner of ‘The Ormesby 
Factor.’ 
Next, the children will study play scripts. 
They will use their understanding of play 
scripts to produce a play script of their 
own based on a twisted traditional tale. 
“The Iron Man” by Ted Hughes will be the 
main focus during Spring Two. The 
children will study character descriptions 
on the Iron Man before completing an 
independent piece on a new robot. 
Following on, children will study a setting 
description on the junk yard and 
complete an independent description on 
the cliff top. Finally, the children will look 
closely at diary entries and write an entry 
from the perspective of Hogarth.  
The children will revisit explanatory 
texts, creating a report on ‘The Digestive 
System’ – this will be recorded in the 
children’s science books.  
 

The Summer Term will begin with the children 

identifying features of the poem “From A Railway 

Carriage.” Including rhyming couplets and the use 

of the five senses. They will then edit and improve 

the poem adding their own ideas.   

Next, the children will identify the features of a 

persuasive text before researching and planning 

to write a persuasive letter linking to the science 

topic ‘Habitats’ about the changing economic 

climate and its effect on animal’s habitats. 

The children will read the story of “The Lair” and 
create a story map outlining the key events of the 
story. Before writing their own versions the 
children will take part in some freeze frame and 
hot seating activities to support their writing.  
Next, the children will revisit the features of non-

chronological reports before researching and 

writing a non-chronological report about 

different steam trains following their visit to the 

York Railway Museum.  

During Summer Two, the children will use “Danny 

the Champion of the World” as a stimulus to 

revisit how to write a setting description on 

Danny’s home. The children will then revisit diary 

entries where they will compose a diary from 

Danny’s viewpoint.  

Then, the children will then identify the features 

of instructions before writing a set of instructions 

on Danny’s dad’s method on ‘How to Catch a 

Pheasant.’ The children will then revisit character 

descriptions where they will complete a 

description on Mr. Victor Hazel. Finally, the 

children will revisit newspaper reports where 

they will complete a report on Mr. Victor Hazel’s 

pheasants going missing.  


