
 

Year 3 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Topic Theme Me and My World/WWII Walk Like an Egyptian  The Chocolate Factory  

Objectives:  
• Discussing writing similar to that which 

they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar. 

• Discussing and recording ideas. 
• Composing and rehearsing sentences 

orally (including dialogue), 
progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• Organising paragraphs around a 
theme. 

• In narratives, creating settings, 
characters and plot. 

• In non-narrative material, using simple 
organisational devices [for example, 
headings and sub-headings]. 

• Assessing the effectiveness of their 
own and others' writing and 
suggesting improvements. 

• Proposing changes to grammar and 
vocabulary to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pronouns 
in sentences. 

• Proof-read for spelling and punctuation 
errors. 

• Read aloud their own writing, to a 
group or the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling 
the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 

The term will begin with the 
children writing character and 
setting descriptions based on “The 
Lion and the Unicorn”. Following 
on from this, the children will look 
at letter writing and be asked to 
write a letter home from the 
viewpoint of a child who has been 
evacuated. The children will then 
look closely at vocabulary 
associated with The Blitz, they will 
collect vocabulary and write a 
poem to express feelings linked to 
the Blitz. 
 
After this, the children will use 
their Science topic as a vehicle to 
write non-chronological reports 
based around about the human 
body.  
 
The children will read the short 
story “Kassim and the Greedy 
Dragon” and use this to support a 
unit of narrative writing. The 
children will be retelling and 
creating own stories based on the 
story structure.   
 

The children will use facts researched about 
Ancient Egypt to write non-chronological 
reports based around Ancient Egypt. They 
will research information about the River 
Nile and write a fact file (linked to 
Geography work) which they will present to 
their peers. They will then research 
information about modern Egypt and 
present it in the form of a travel brochure 
and a persuasive letter. 
After reading the class text, “Flat Stanley and 
the Great Egyptian Grave Robbery”, they will 
write a setting description of an Egyptian 
bazaar. They will also write setting 
descriptions based around pictures linked to 
guided reading from ‘Once Upon a Picture.’ 
They will study a story telling unit adapted 
from the class test of “Flat Stanley and the 
Great Egyptian Grave Robbery.”  The 
children will read the adapted story and 
create a story map to outline the key events. 
They will use this to embed the language 
structures, retell the story and then to write 
their own version of the story 
independently.  
Linked to the Science topic of ‘Plants’,  the 
children will identify the features of 
explanatory writing and use their scientific 
knowledge to produce an explanatory 
report on how a seed grows, a plant’s or 
broad bean’s life cycle and the process of 
pollination. 

 

The children will plan, write and evaluate 
setting descriptions linked to “Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory”. In addition, they 
will plan and write a newspaper report 
based around events in the story. They will 
write diaries and letters linked to the real 
life context of writing to a pen pal in Ghana 
(cross-curricular Geography link). They will 
also write an explanatory text based 
around how chocolate is made.  
A visit to the chocolate factory at Ryedale 
will be arranged and this will be used as a 
stimulus to write a recount and thank you 
letter.  
The children will study Pie Corbett’s ‘If I 
had wings’ an introduction to Poetry. As 
well as recapping the language features 
already covered, this will cover new 
language features, such as alliteration and 
personification in further depth, and give 
the opportunity to explore a range of new 
vocabulary. There will also be poems and 
development of descriptive vocabulary 
linked to chocolate. 
Finally, “The Papaya that Spoke” will be 
used for a story-telling unit. This will give 
the children opportunities to compose and 
rehearse sentences and language patterns 
orally before recording them in writing. 
(This story will be linked to the geography 
topic on Africa/Ghana work). The original 
story structure will then be used to support 
the children in writing a new story of their 
own based on the original.  
 


