
 

Year 3 
                Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Objectives: 
 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide 
range of books that are structured in 
different ways, including fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books, identifying their 
themes and conventions. 

 Read for a range of purposes. 

 Develop their understanding of 
books they can read independently. 

 Check that the text makes sense to 
them, beginning to explain the 
meaning of words in context and 
identifying main ideas drawn from 
more than one paragraph. 

 Begin to ask questions and improve 
their understanding of a text. 

 Begin to draw inferences. 

 Discuss words and phrases that 
capture the reader's interest and 
imagination. 

 Retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction texts. 

 Participate in discussion about both 
books that are read to them and 
those they can. 

 Read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say. 

 Begin to use dictionaries to check the 
meaning of words. 

Whole Class 
Reading Books 

The Lion and the Unicorn  
By Shirley Hughes 

Flat Stanley: The Great Egyptian Grave 
Robbery by Jeff Brown 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
By Roald Dahl 

Reading 
Comprehension 

Links 

Activities that will be ongoing throughout the year:  

Reading for pleasure and independent reading time, with class book and books linked to topics. 

Daily Reading Comprehensions focus on “Pawsome Gang” reading skills. 

1-1 reading sessions will be provided for each child.  

They will listen to the class reading book ‘The lion and 

the Unicorn’ (linked to the topic of world War 2) and 

discuss, orally answering inferential questions, 

making predictions and summarising events.   

 

They will use a range of Guided Reading resources, 

including ‘Once Upon a Picture’ to build upon skills 

using the ‘Pawsome Gang’ to teach specific reading 

skills. This term they will focus on using key words in 

a text or question to help retrieve information quickly 

and will focus on developing inference mainly 

through oral discussions, using clues in the texts to 

understand more subtle meanings. They will begin to 

answer written inferential questions as their 

confidence grows, considering what supporting 

evidence can be found in the text to back up their 

ideas. They will also begin to work out the meanings 

of new words using the surrounding context in a text.   

The children will be introduced to different 

types/layouts of comprehension questions, including 

test style questions, focusing specifically on when 

questions need to be answered in a full sentence and 

when a shorter phrase is sufficient.  

As part of topic work in Science, they will be 

introduced to texts and reading comprehensions 

about Healthy Eating, and The Human Body 

(Skeletons) and will learn to use  retrieve information 

and understand the meanings of new words in 

context.  

The children will also continue to use and 

build upon ‘The Pawsome Gang’ in guided 

reading lessons to develop the skills 

needed to retrieve information from a 

longer text, skimming and scanning to find 

information quickly.  They will use the 

class story of ‘Flat Stanley and the 

Egyptian Grave Robbers’ to summarise 

events on a regular basis and use 

contextual clues to deduce the meanings 

of new words. They will begin to check 

their ideas using dictionaries. They will 

also build on earlier inference work and 

begin to use supporting evidence from a 

text to answer questions such as ‘Find and 

copy a phrase/word which shows….’ 

Children will build their experience of 

using clues in the text to predict possible 

future events. 

 

As part of topic work in History and 

Science, they will be introduced to non-

fiction texts and reading comprehensions 

about Ancient Egypt, forces and Plants 

where they can extend their knowledge 

and understanding of the topics studied. 

They will use the features of on-fiction 

texts to find and retrieve information and 

to extend their vocabulary.  

The children will continue to use ‘The 
Pawsome Gang’ in guided reading lessons 
and will focus more specifically on the skills 
of ordering and sequencing test style 
questions, and finding supporting evidence 
to answer longer style written, test 
questions. They will continue working on 
finding specific words and phrases that 
suggest they are correct. 
 
Through the class reader of Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, the children will 
continue to build on earlier summarising 
skills and start to identify the main idea of 
different paragraphs. This will be extended 
to work with other texts. They will continue 
to use contextual clues to suggest the 
meanings of new words and check using 
dictionaries.  
 
The children will read poetry as well as 
other books linked to topics. They will 
participate in whole class discussions, 
discussing the words and phrases they 
found interesting and identifying the 
effects of different language choices. This 
will be linked to the idea of the voice of the 
author.  

Year 3’s Author of the Year is  
Jeremy Strong  

Storytelling 
Units of Work 

Kassim and the Greedy Dragon 
 

Flat Stanley’s Egyptian 
Adventure 

The Papaya that Spoke 


