
Curriculum Overview for Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Subject 

Area: 

Main Theme; Materials  

Mini Theme; Fire 

Main Theme; Who am I? 

Mini Theme; Toy Story  

Main Theme: Ted’s Travels.  

Mini Theme: Green Fingers. 

Science 

 

 

 

Everyday Materials 

(Scientist studied: Dunlop) 

 

 Distinguish between an object 

and the material from which it is 

made.  

 Identify and name common 

materials including wood, plastic, 

glass, metal, water and rock.  

 Describe physical properties of 

everyday materials.  

 Compare and group together 

materials based on simple 

properties.  

Animals, including humans 

(Scientist studied:David Attenborough) 

 

 Identify and name animals including 

fish, amphibian, reptile, bird and 

mammals.  

 Identify and name animals that are 

carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  

 Describe and compare the structure 

of a variety of common animals.  

 Identify, name, draw and label the 

basic parts of the human body 

(associated with the senses). 

Plants 

 

 Identify and name a variety of 

common plant and trees.  

 Identify the structure of 

common flowering plants, 

including trees.  

Seasonal Changes 

observe changes across the four seasons 

Observe and describe the weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 

History 

 

 

 

The Great Fire of London and 

Samuel Pepys  

 Events beyond living memory  

 Lives of significant individuals 

 

Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot 

 Events beyond living memory 

 Lives of significant individuals  

Toys/Ormesby Hall  

 

 Changes within living memories 

 Local History 

 

Geography 

 

 

 

 Ormesby and Our School 

(geographical skills/fieldwork) 

 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary  

 Use aerial photographs to recognise 

land marks, devise a simple map and 

key 

 Use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the 

geography of their school and its 

grounds 

Ted around the UK  

(Locational knowledge and  

Place Knowledge) 

 

 Name locate and identify 

characteristic of the four 

countries and capital cities of the 

UK and surrounding seas 

The Four Seasons  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK 

Art 

 

 

 

Sculpture linked to Seasonal Study – 

Chosen Artist:  Andy Goldsworthy 

 
 Use a range of materials 

creatively to design and make 

products 

 Use a wide range of art and 

design techniques 

 Learn about the work of 

different artists – Ann Lynott, 

Yves Klein (Fire topic) 

Painting/Printing 

 

Visit to Mima Gallery 

 

 Use painting, drawing and sculpture 

 Use a wide range of art and design 

techniques  

 Learn about the work of different 

artists (Link to Mima visit) 

Observational drawing  

(Plants) 

 

 Use painting, drawing and 

sculpture 

 Use a wide range of art and 

design techniques 

D.T. Candles 

 

 Design, Make and Evaluate  a 

product 

Making Puppets 

 

 Design, Make and Evaluate a product 

Design a healthy sandwich for a 

teddy bears picnic 

 Use basic principles of a healthy, 

varied diet to prepare dishes 



Computing Using Technology  

 

 Use technology purposefully to 

create, organise, store and 

manipulate and retrieve digital 

content  

 

(taking photographs, recording sounds, 

creating and editing files) 

 

Programming  

 

 Understanding algorithms 

 Create and debug simple programmes 

 Use logical reasoning 

 

 (iPads – Daisy Dinosaur, Espresso Coding, 

Bee Bots, instruction writing) 

Understanding Technology 

 

 Recognise common uses of 

technology beyond the school 

(2 simple to email Ted, finding out 

information) 

 

Handling Data  

 

 Use technology purposefully to 

create, organise, store and 

manipulate and retrieve digital 

content  

(Favourite food/sandwich) 

E-Safety  

 

 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help when they 

have concerns  

Music Singing and Percussion (Linked to 

KS1 performance) 

Music Express – The Long and Short 

of it. 

 Use their voices expressively and 

creatively. 

 Play tuned and untuned 

instruments musically 

 Listen with concentration  

Rhythm and Pulse Workshop (Tees 

Valley Music) 

 

 experiment with, create, select and 

combine sounds  

Music Express – Taking off.  
Use their voices expressively and 

creatively. 

• Play tuned and un tuned instruments 

musically 

• Listen with concentration 

 

P.E. Multi-Skills Invasion Games Gym 

(Coach) 

Dance 

(Coach) 

Outdoor Activities Athletics 

 Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing, catching, balance, agility, co-ordination and begin to apply 

these.  

 Participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending 

 Perform dance moves using simple movement patterns 

R.E. Why do Christians 

celebrate 

harvest? 

 

Why is Jesus 

Special to 

Christians?  

What gifts are 

given at 

Christmas? 

Who am I and Why am I 

special? What does it 

mean to belong to 

Christianity?  

Why is Easter 

special to 

Christians? 

How to both Jews 

and Christians think 

the world was 

created? 

How do Jews 

worship at 

home?  

PSHE 

SEAL 

Beginnings Getting on and 

Falling Out 

Saying no to Bullying Going for Goals Good to be me Changes 

 

Y1 – Lucinda 

and Godfrey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


